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My  father 
tooke  a wife  . 


. was  well  stricken  in  years  when  he 
being  full  three  and  thirty  years  old/'’ 


MONTAIGNE, 
(circa  1575.) 


I believe  that  the  progress  of  medicine  has  had  almost, 
if  not  quite,  as  deep  an  effect  on  society  in  Western  Europe  as 
the  industrial  revolution.  Apart  from  the  imx>ortant  social  con- 
sequences which  have  flowed  from  the  partial  substitution  of 
the  doctor  for  the  priest,  its  net  result  has  been  that  whereas 
four  hundred  years  ago  most  people  died  in  childhood,  they  now 
live  on  an  average,  (apart  from  the  late  war),  until  forty-five. 
Bad  as  our  urban  conditions  often  are,  there  is  not  a slum  in  the 
country  which  has  a third  of  the  infantile  death-rate  of  the 
royal  family  in  the  Middle  .^es. 

Largely  as  a result  of  this,  religion  has  come  to  lay  less  and 
less  stress  on  a good  death,  and  more  and  more  on  a good  life, 
and  its  whole  outlook  has  gradually  changed  in  consequence.'^ 

J.  B.  S.  HALDANE. 

(Paper  read  at  Cambridge  on  February  4th,  1923.) 
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SHOET  STATISTICAL  SUMMAEY. 

1923. 

Area  of  Borough  3,909  acres,  or  a little  over  6 square  miles 


Estimated  population  (at  midsummer)  151,400 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  (density  of  population)  38.7 

Estimated  number  of  houses  in  Borough  27,339 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  time  of  census,  1921  26,630 

Eateable  value  £861,869 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate  £3,180 

Birth-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  21.4 

Death-rate  ,,  ,,  11.0 

Average  death-rate  for  the  last  ten  years  13.9 

Phthisis  death-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population 0.72 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  births)  62 

Percentage  of  total  deaths-  which  were  uncertified  0.36 

Average  number  of  children  in  elementary  schools 24,351 

Total  children  medically  inspected  during  year  7,990 
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PREFACE. 

In  tlie  following  pages  will  be  found  a statement  of  the  Health 
work  carried  out,  and  of  the  information  collected  and  analysed,  in 
Birkenhead  during  the  year  1923. 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  results  of  Public  Health  endeavour 
must  necessarily  be  expressed  to  such  an  extent  in  terms  of  death- 
rates  and  statistics  of  disease.  Increasing  freedom  from  physical 
incapacity  and  suffering,  fuller  vitality,  the  prolongation  of  vigorous 
and  enjoyable  life — these  are  the  positive  results  of  which  death- 
rates  and  mortality  tables  are  but  an  unattractive,  and  perhaps 
unconvincing,  reflection. 

During  the  past  year  the  lowest  death-rate,  the  lowest 
tuberculosis-mortality-rate,  and  by  far  the  lowest  infantile  mortality 
rate  in  the  history  of  the  Borough  were  recorded.  The  curves  of 
these  rates,  although  they  oscillate  from  time  to  time,  have  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years  shown  a steady  downward  trend. 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  various  clinics,  and  at  the  Hospital 
and  Sanatorium,  is  fully  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Reference  is  made  on  pages  59-79  to  housing  in  Birkenhead. 
An  important  step  was  taken  in  October  of  the  past  year  when  the 
Council  decided  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  a large  number  of 
houses  on  available  sites  in  the  Borough.  These  will  be  utilised 
partly  to  relieve  overcrowding  and  partly  to  facihtate  the  closing  and 
demolishing  of  unfit  dwellings.  A far-sighted  and  carefully  con- 
sidered policy  is  called  for  in  this  matter.  Insanitary  dwellings 
which  cannot  be  made  healthy  must  be  cleared  away,  and  congested 
districts  improved  by  this  clearing  and  opening  up.  The  mistake  of 
re-building  in  thickly-populated  districts  should  be  avoided  ; there 
is  no  difficulty  of  access  from  the  outskirts  to  the  centre  of  the 
Borough,  such  as  exists  in  some  of  the  large  cities  where  relatively 
long  distances  have  to  be  covered.  The  provision  of  a healthily- 
situated  home  for  his  wife  and  children  ought  to  mean,  and  in  by  far 
the  majority  of  cases  does  mean,  more  to  a worker  than  the  personal 
convenience  of  living  next  door  to  the  shipyard  or  factory. 

By  the  death  of  Miss  Gibson,  Chief  Health  Nurse,  on  5th  June, 
1923,  the  department  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  a keen  and 
devoted  worker.  Miss  Gibson  joined  the  staff  in  April,  1912.  In 
1917  Miss  Gibson  was  entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  the  nurses 
engaged  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work ; and  in  1920  be'came 
Chief  Health  Nurse. 

Acknowledgment  is  here  gratefully  made  of  help  received  from 
the  officials  in  charge  of  other  Corporation  departments,  from  the 
Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Mersey  Docks 
and  Harbour  Board,  and  from  the  Manager  of  the  Birkenhead 
Employment  Exchange,  who  have  kindly  supplied  information  used 
in  the  body  of  the  report ; and  of  the  excellent  services  rendered 
by  the  staff  of  this  department  during  the  past  year. 


D.  M.  M. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 

General  administrative  arrangements — The  detailed  arrangements 
made  by  the  local  authority  for  dealing  with  varoius  branches  of  health 
work — e.q.,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  tuberculosis,  etc. — are  set  out 
in  the  appropriate  sections  of  this  report. 

Staff. — The  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of  the  department  consisted 
at  the  end  of  1923  of  the  following: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  Administrative  Medical  Officer: 

D.  Morley  Mathieson,  M.A.,  M.D.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  {whole  time) : 

Mary  A.  S.  Deacon,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

H.  Mason  Leete,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

F.  G.  Foster,  M.A.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

E.  Kichardson  Lovell,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

F.  VV.  Campbell  Brown,  M.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Dental  Surgeon  {whole  time) : 

P.  Wilson  Smith,  L.D.S.  (Glas.), 

Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist: 

Professor  J.  M.  Beattie,  M.A.,  M.D.,  etc. 

Analyst : 

Herbert  E.  Davies,  M.A,,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

I nspectors : 

Alfred  Longstaff  (Chief  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts). 

John  M.  Carnie  (Meat,  Fish,  and  Abattoir  Inspector) ; John  Lee,  H.  T. 
Paylor,  W,  H.  Tilston,  Joseph  Croshaw,  George  Wills  (District 
Sanitary  Inspectors) ; S.  G.  Eackham  (Workshops,  Food  and  Drugs, 
etc..  Inspector) ; Isaac  Taylor  (Disinfecting  Inspector) ; William 
b.  Edwards  (Common  Lodging  Houses  Inspector). 

Matron,  Pever  Hospital: 

Miss  Emily  Yeomans. 

Matron,  Thingwall  Sanatorium: 

Miss  M.  A.  Graham. 

Health  Nurses: 

Miss  K.  Nixon  (Chief  Health  Nurse). 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Fletcher  (Health  Nurse  and  Inspector  of  Midwives). 

Miss  Alexander,  Miss  Boydell,  Miss  Craine,  Miss  Evans,  Miss  Gabbott, 
Miss  Graham,  Miss  Hood,  Miss  Lewis,  Miss  Meakin,  Miss  Peace,  Mise 
Parkinson,  Miss  Kobinson,  Miss  Steele. 

Clerks: 

Joseph  Bennett  (Chief  Clerk).  John  Owen  (Senior  Clerk). 

Eoland  E.  Jones,  Eric  P.  Eogers,  Harold  Baty,  Thomas  Oversby,  W. 
S.  Shaw,  J.  Challinor,  N.  Wilson,  C.  Martin,  Miss  E.  M.  Pinches, 
L.  PiNGUEY,  J.  McManus. 

General: 

Nursing  Staff,  Fever  Hospital— 18. 

Domestic  Staff,  Fever  Hospital — 16. 

Male  Staff,  Fever  Hospital — 4. 

Nursing  Staff,  Thingwall  Sanatorium — 7. 

Domestic  Staff,  Thingwall  Sanatorium — 7. 

Male  Staff,  Thingwall  Sanatorium — 3. 

Other  Staff — 4, 


Weather, 


1 


WEATHER. 


METEOROLOGICAL  RESULTS. 

The  mean  barometer  reading  for  the  whole  year  was  29,871  inches, 
as  compared  with  a mean  of  29.924  for  the  past  55  years. 

The  number  of  wet  days  in  1923  was  221. 

The  total  amount  of  rainfall  at  Bidston  was  30.843  inches,  as 
compared  with  an  average  annual  rainfall  for  the  past  56  years  of  28.387 
inches. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  49.0°  Fahrenheit. 

In  Tables  A 1 and  A 2 monthly  and  weekly  results  are  set  out: 
those  in  Table  A 2 being  for  the  52  weeks  ending  December  29th,  1923. 


TABLE  A 1. 


Meteorological  observations  during  1923.  Monthly  results. 


1923 

Mean 

Temperature 

1 Mean 

j Barometer 

Rainfall— 1 ft 
above  gronntl 

Q Y. 

INCHES 

INCHES 

January  

44.4 

30.128 

1.422 

February  

42.1 

29.498 

3.093 

March  

44.6 

30.017 

1 142 

April 

46. 

29.741 

2.123 

May  

48.0 

29.907 

2.750 

June  

53.8 

30.131 

0.291 

' July  

62.4 

29.951 

2.835 

August  

58-8 

29.860 

2.787 

1 September  

55.0 

29.910 

3.166 

October 

49.8 

29.631 

3.948 

November 

40.8 

29.743 

3.397 

\ December 

41.4 

29.931 

3.889 

0 
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TABLE  A 2. 

Meteorological  observations  during  1923.  Weekly  results. 


Week? 

Barometer 

means 
reduced  to 
sea  level 
& to  32°F. 

Means  of 
Evapora- 
tion. 

Ther- 

mometer 

means. 

Rainfall. 

Average 

percent’ge 

Mean 

hourly 
horizontal 
motion  of 
airin  miles 

percent’ge 
of  time 
wind  blew 
fm  S.,SW. 
VV.  & NW. 

Hours. 

Inches. 

of  cloud  to 
clear  sky. 

1 

29.705 

41.8 

43.3 

20.5 

0.664 

62.88 

18.43 

83.91 

2 

29.889 

40.9 

42.8 

9.3 

0.256 

70.00 

24.34 

97.02 

3 

30.334 

41.9 

43.6 

8.0 

0.167 

74.28 

23.05 

91.66 

30.454 

42.6 

44.6 

0.5 

0.008 

81.42 

26.03 

100.00 

5 

30.007 

46.8 

48.7 

14.9 

0.396 

90.00 

27.07 

100.00 

6 . 

29.464 

40.5 

42.7 

25.2 

0.690 

61.44 

18.02 

52.38 

7 

29.819 

39.8 

41.8 

21.7 

0.935 

80.00 

15.72 

37.50 

8 

29.332 

35.6 

37.3 

16.1 

0.554 

77.28 

15.40 

11  3C 

9 

29.100 

41.9 

44.4 

35.3 

1.185 

77.28 

22.18 

72.62 

10  

29.951 

39.9 

42.2 

9.3 

0.321 

65.71 

15.33 

55.95 

11  

30.228 

39.5 

42.1 

4.2 

0.081 

77.10 

17.64 

15.47 

12  

30.099 

41.5 

44.5 

— 

— 

52.80 

11.44 

19.64 

13  

30.104 

46.3 

49.6 

11.3 

0.397 

70.00 

11.41 

25.59 

Ist  Qr. 

29.884 

41.4 

43.6 

176.3 

5.654 

72.33 

18.92 

58.54 

14  

29.878 

44.2 

47.4 

8.4 

0.205 

90.00 

]4.30 

12.50 

15  

29.550 

42.5 

46.3 

22.8 

1.274 

70.00 

16.81 

19.04 

16  

29.788 

40.0 

44.5 

— 

— 

74.28 

18.84 

— 

17  

29.739 

41.9 

46.1 

7.5 

0.139 

52.80 

16.54 

72.62 

18  

29.962 

50.0 

52.9 

19.1 

1.040 

70.00 

10.90 

85.29 

19  

29.788 

42.2 

46.0 

19.5 

0.583 

54.28 

20.31 

92.85 

20  

29.726 

41.8 

45.3 

20.4 

0.445 

84.80 

25.21 

98.80 

21  

29.915 

44.9 

48.5 

24.0 

0.914 

72.80 

16.40 

77.38 

22  

30.199 

45.5 

49.7 

10.5 

0.283 

74.28 

12.45 

8.92 

23  

30.007 

49.5 

53.2 

8.2 

0.127 

77.14 

21.07 

93.45 

24  

30.105 

48.8 

52.3 

14.4 

0.069 

81.43 

25.18 

97.02 

25  

30.200 

52.4 

55.6 

1.1 

0.009 

68.57 

21.97 

94.64 

26  

30.181 

51.3 

54.3 

4.8 

0.086 

81.42 

16.90 

96.44 

2nd  Qr. 

29.926 

48.8 

49.4 

160.7 

5.174 

73.21 

18.22 

65.30 

27  

30.031 

59.6 

63.6 

6.4 

0.106 

77.14 

12.24 

72.03 

28  

30.119 

61.3 

65.7 

6.2 

0.402 

48.57 

8.20 

84.53 

29  

29.972 

57.4 

62.4 

13.7 

0.404 

71.43 

18.30 

99.40 

30  

29.876 

55.9 

59.4 

24.3 

1.203 

82.85 

22.07 

96.42 

31  

29.706 

54.5 

58.7 

11.3 

0.859 

62.85 

19.97 

87.50 

32  

30.089 

58.3 

63.0 

9.3 

0.452 

61.43 

12.07 

84.52 

33  

30.004 

56.8 

60.4 

13.3 

0.513 

67.14 

18.10 

83.33 

34  . 

29.697 

53.6 

56.8 

16.5 

0.664 

75.71 

17.64 

82.14 

35  

29.665 

50.1 

53.9 

26.8 

1.198 

68.57 

25.50 

91.66 

36  

30.261 

51.9 

56.1 

7.3 

0.520 

52.85 

16.80 

97.61 

37  

29.840 

51.8 

55.8 

13.3 

0.711 

65.71 

13.25 

88.69 

38  

29.599 

48.0 

50.9 

37.4 

1.341 

75.71 

23.01 

86.31 

39  

29.887 

53.6 

56.3 

10.7 

0.415 

71.42 

15.90 

81.54 

3rd  Qr. 

29.903 

54.8 

58.7 

1 196.5 

1 8.788 

67.95 

17.15 

87.36 

40  

29.998 

48.1 

51.0 

•21.5 

0.722 

65.71 

15.11 

84.52 

41  

29.659 

47.6 

50.8 

29.7 

1.385 

78.57 

22.18 

95.83 

42  

29.825 

47.5 

50.1 

13.5 

0.392 

68.55 

17.50 

79.76 

43  

29.061 

45.2 

48.6 

27.5 

1.190 

65.71 

19.90 

77.38 

44  

29.795 

48.1 

50.6 

12.2 

0.506 

74.28 

18.77 

89.88 

45  

29.787 

38.3 

40.7 

20.7 

1.065 

58.57 

17.07 

60.12 

46  

29.489 

41.1 

43.8 

40.9 

1.913 

81.43 

27.28 

91.07 

47  

29.767 

35.8 

38.1 

3.1 

0.099 

55.71 

13.51 

54.76 

48  

29.855 

35.2 

37.2 

9.9 

0.089 

72.85 

12.27 

35.12 

49  

29.503 

37.3 

39.8 

23.8 

0.743 

67.14 

15.10 

47.02 

50  

30.212 

42.3 

44.2 

3.6 

0.055 

64.28 

14.10 

83.93 

51  

30.167 

40.0 

42.5 

23.2 

0.795 

75.71 

28.83 

78.57 

52  

29.824 

37.4 

38.6 

35.2 

1.283 

77.14 

17.18 

58.33 

4 til  Qr- 

29.688 

41.8 

44.3 

264.8 

10.237 

69.66 

18.37 

72.02 

Year  ... 

29.850 

46.7 

49.0 

798.3 

29.853 

70.79 

18.16 

70.80 

Population,  birtlui,  and  deaths. 
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POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS. 


POPULATION. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  time  of  the 
1921  census  was  145,592.  The  estimated  mid-year  population,  1923, 
is  151,400.  This  estimate  has  been  made  by  the  Kegistrar-General 
on  tlie  basis  of  the  “ adjusted  ” 1921  figures,  after  allowance  for  the 
varying  rate  of  natural  increase  as  evidenced  by  the  births  and  deaths 
in  each  area  and  of  migration  as  indicated  from  other  sources  of 
information  such  as  the  change  in  the  numbers  in  the  Parliamentary 
Kegister  and  the  migration  returns  obtained  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Distribution  of  population  with  reference  to  housing,  occupations, 

etc. — Information  of  great  interest  and  practical  importance  has  become 
available  during  the  past  year,  and  during  the  present  year  up  to  the 
time  of  issuing  this  report,  bearing  on  the  distribution  of  population 
in  the  Borough.  These  subjects  will  be  found  fully  dealt  with  under 
the  headings  “ Housing  ” (page  59)  and  “ Local  Industries  ” (page 
22). 


BIETHS. 

Births  registered  during  1923,  and  birth-rate During  the  year 

3,253  births  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered.  (This  total 
includes  58  Birkenliead  births  registered  in  other  areas  and  transferred 
to  Birkenhead,  and  excludes  95  births  belonging  to  other  areas  which 
occurred  in  Birkenhead  and  were  transferred  to  the  areas  concerned. 
Among  the  latter  are  a large  number  of  births  which  occurred  at  the 
Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital  and  the  Birkenhead  Infirmary.) 

This  corresponds  to  a birth-rate  of  21.4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth-rate  in  recent  years. — The  birth-rates  since  1911  (calculated 
on  population  figures  not  revised  in  the  light  of  the  1921  census)  are  as 


follows : — 

1911  28.4  per  1,000 

1912  28.2 

1913  28.7 

1914  27.3 

1915  27.4 

1916  26.9 

1917  22.4  ,, 

1918  : 21.1 

1919  22.5 

1920  27.7 

1921  25.8 

1922  23.1 

1923  21.4 
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Po'pulation^  births^  and  deaths. 


Comparison  of  birth-rate  with  rates  for  country  generally. — 

Per  1,000  of  population. 


England  and  Wales  19.7 

105  Great  Towns  (including  London)  20.4 

157  Other  Towns  above  20,000  population 19.8 

London  20.2 

Birkenhead  21.4 


Sex-distribution  of  births — Of  the  3,253  births,  1.704  were  males 
and  1,549  females;  a proportion  of  1,100:  1,000. 

Legitimacy. — Of  the  3,253  births  registered,  138  were  illegitimate; 
a percentage  of  4.2. 

Births  notified  during  1923. — During  the  year  3,343  births  were 
notified  in  the  Borough  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and 
1915  Of  these,  145  were  still-births,  leaving  a total  of  3,198  live 
births.  This  total  includes  births  which  occurred  in  the  Birkenhead 
Maternity  Hospital,  the  Birkenhead  Infirmary  and  the  Birkenhead 
Borough  Hospital,  many  of  which  were  transferaole  to  other  areas. 


following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above 

births  :- 

Births  in  Public  Institutions: — 

Maternity  Hospital  

..  280 

(25 

still-births) 

Infirmary  

..  198 

(15 

„ ) 

Borough  Hospital  

7 

( 0 

) 

Other  births  (including  those 

in 

nursing  homes) : — 

Notified  by  doctors  

..  323 

(15 

still-births) 

Notified  by  midwives  

..  2535 

(90 

„ ) 

3343  (145  ,,  ) 


Un-notified  births. — The  Eegistrars  reported  74  cases  of 
un-notified  births.  33  of  these  were  attended  by  medical  practitioners, 
34  by  certified  midwives  and  doctors,  4 by  the  Maternity  Hospital 
staff,  and  3 by  the  Birkenhead  Infirmary  staff. 


DEATHS. 

Death-rate. — 1,673  deaths  occurred  during  the  year ; the  total  figure 
includes  103  deaths  of  Birkenhead  residents  which  occurred  outside  the 
Borough,  but  excludes  149  deaths  of  non-residents  which  occurred  in  the 
area.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  11.0  per  1,000 — the  lowest  annual 
death-rate  recorded  in  the  Borough  up  to  the  present  time. 

Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death-rates  since  1911  are  as 
follows  (the  rates  for  1912-1920  are  given  as  they  were  published  year 
by  year,  and  are  not  calculated  on  revised  estimates  of  population 
in  the  intercensal  period) : — 


Population^  hirtln^,  and  deaths. 
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1911  16.0  per  1,000 

1912  14.7 

1913  14.9 

1914  15.6 

1915  15.6 

1916  14.2 

1917  13.3 

1918  17.6 

1919  13.7 

1920  13.3 

1921  11.6 

1922  13.6 

1923  11.0 


Seasonal  deaths. — The  following  gives  the  deaths  for  each  quarter 
of  the  years  1922  and  1923. 


No.  of  death.s 

1922 

1923 

First  quarter 

731 

472 

Second  quarter 

490 

426 

Third  quarter  

3o8 

316 

Fourth  quarter 

465 

459 

Totals  

2044 

1673 

Sex-distribution  of  deaths.  Of  the  total  deaths  876  were  males 
and  797  females,  a proportion  of  1,099:  1,000. 


Coroners’  Inquests. — Coroners’  inquests  were  held  regarding  138 
deaths — that  is,  in  8.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 
There  were  no  deaths  due  to  overlaying  during  the  year. 

Uncertified  deaths. — In  1923,  out  of  the  1,673  deaths  registered, 
6 were  mai’ked  “ not  certified”,  that  is,  0.36  per  cent.  The  causes 
of  the  6 deaths  were  entered  in  accordance  with  the  statements  of 


persons  giving  information  to  the  registrars,  viz.: — 

Chronic  bronchitis  2 

Syncope  consequent  upon  diseased  condition  of 

heart  1 

Fatty  heart:  heart  failure  1 

Supposed  heart  disease  1 

Senile  decay  1 

/ 


Causes  of  death. — From  the  beginning  of  1920  the  classification  of 
causes  of  death  previously  employed  was  abandoned,  and  the  recognised 
classification  contained  in  the  detailed  international  list  was  adopted. 
An  analysis  on  this  basis  will  be  found  in  Tables  P 1,  P 2,  and  P 3. 

Table  P 1 (pages  8 to  17)  shows  the  causes  of  death  in  detail,  sub- 
classified according  to  age. 
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Table  P 2 (page  18)  is  a condensed  form  of  Table  P 1. 

Table  P 3 (page  19)  is  similar  to  Table  P 2 but  shows  a sub- 
classification according  to  districts  instead  of  ages. 


Infantile  mortality. — There  were  204  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
old.  This  coiTesponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  62  per  1,000 
births. 


There  were  11  deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  old; 
giving  an  illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  of  79  per  1,000. 

The  causes  of  infant  deaths,  and  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred, 
are  shown  in  Table  P 4 (page  20) . 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year — 62  per  1,000  births — is 
by  much  the  lowest  annual  rate  recorded  in  the  Borough. 


The  corresponding  rates  for  each  year  since  1911  are  given  below: — 


1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 


136 

98 

117 

122 

122 

105 

95 

110 

102 

102 

75 

95 

62 


The  reduction  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  a measure  of  the 
amount  of  life-saving  which  is  being  effected  among  children  under  one 
- year  of  age.  If  in  1923  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  ten  years  earlier 
(117  per  1,000  in  1913)  had  obtained,  170  more  children  would  have 
died.  A reduced  infantile  mortality  rate  means,  in  addition,  a reduction 
in  the  amount  of  illness  and  suffering  among  infants,  and  of  damage 
carried  forward  into  later  years  of  life. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  9 per 
cent,  of  all  the  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1923.  The  deaths 


from  the  disease  were  as  follows: — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  109 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  43 


Total 152 


This  gives  a tuberculosis  death-rate  of  1.00  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Of  the  109  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1923,  103 
occurred  in  individuals  between  15  and  65  years  old — that  is,  of  a wage 
earning  age. 

This  subject  is  further  dealt  with  in  the  “ Tuberculosis  section 
of  this  report. 
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Deaths  from  epidemic  diseases. — The  seven  “ principal  epidemic 
diseases  ” caused  55  deaths,  as  follows: — 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years)  32 

Whooping  Cough  4 

Measles  1 

Scarlet  Fever  4 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous  croup)  14 

“Fever”  (enteric,  typhus,  and  simple  continued 

fever)  0 

Smallpox  0 


Tins  corresponds  to  a death-rate  from  all  these  diseases  of  0.36  per 
1,000  of  the  population — equivalent  to  approximately  one-third  of  the 
tuberculosis  death-rate. 

Deaths  from  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases. — Pneumonia 
caused,  in  its  various  forms,  147  deaths ; puerperal  fever  caused  3 ; 
encephalitis  lethai’gica  caused  2 ; cerebro-spinal  meningitis  caused  1 ; 
malaria  caused  1. 

Deaths  from  certain  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases. — Syphilis 
was  returned  as  the  cause  of  6 deaths.  With  the  existing  system  of 
death  registration  there  is  every  likelihood  that  many  deaths  caused 
directly  or  indirectly  by  this  disease  are  not  so  recorded  in  the  death 
certificates. 

Comparison  of  Birkenhead  death-rates  with  those  for  country 
generally. — In  Table  P 5 (page  21)  Birkenhead  rates  are  shewn 
together  with  those  for  the  country  generally.  The  latter  are  provisional 
figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Eegistrar-General.  Non-civilians 
are  included  in  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  but  not  for  other 
areas. 


Deaths  belonging  to  the  County  Borougli  of  Birkenhead  classified  according  to  the  detailed  international  list  of 
causes,  as  adapted  for  use  in  England  and  Wales  registered  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1923. 
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TABLE  P 1. — Continued. 
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TABLE  P 1. — Continued. 
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TABLE  P 2. 

Deaths:  causes  and  ages. 


Net  deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  residents, 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district. 


Causes  of  death 

All 

ages 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  2 

2 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

25  and  under  45 

1 45  and  under  65 

j 65  and  upwards 

*11  \ Certified  

1667 

204 

52 

44 

63 

68 

210 

436 

590 

All  causes  j Uncertified  

6 

1 

1 

4 

Enteric  fever 

Smallpox  

... 

Measles  

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever  

4 

4 

Whooping  cough  

4 

2 

'2 

Diphtheria  and  croup  

14 

2 

1 

5 

6 

1 

4 

Influenza  

14 

1 

4 

4 

Erysipelas  

29 

3 

Phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis) 

109 

1 

2 

25 

49 

Tuberculous  meningitis  

30 

2 

7 

9 

8 

3 

1 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  

13 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Cancer  (malignant  disease) 

179 

2 

17 

100 

60 

Rheumatic  fever  

2 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

9 

"2 

1 

’2 

2 

1 

”1 

Organic  heart  disease  

134 

1 

4 

3 

21 

49 

56 

Bronchitis  

172 

13 

6 

2 

8 

41 

102 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

147 

24 

12 

1'^ 

’s 

7 

27 

29 

28 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs  

27 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

15 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years) ... 

32 

31 

1 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

13 

6 

1 

1 

5 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  

10 

6 

4 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease  

4.0 

1 

3 

12 

14 

15 

Puerperal  fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy 

3 

3 

and  parturition 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation, 

10 

2 

8 

including  premature  birth  

89 

88 

1 

15 

17 

Violent  deaths,  excluding  suicide  

60 

4 

'5 

”5 

4 

16 

Suicides  

18 

1 

3 

12 

2 

Other  defined  diseases 

519 

37 

"s 

7 

"s 

11 

39 

112 

297 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

15 

6 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Totals  

1673 

204 

52 

44 

63 

68 

211 

437 

594 

Populafion,  and  deafha. 
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TABLE  P 3 

Deaths:  causes  and  districts. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  localities 
at  all  ages 

Causes  of  death 

1 

Whole  Borough 

Birkenhead* 

* 

a> 

S 

c 

g 

H 

Claughton  Ward 

Oxton  Ward 

Bebington  Ward 

Total 
deaths  in 
Public 
Institu- 
tions 
in  the 
district 

1667 

918 

557 

93 

58 

41 

643 

All  causes  J 

6 

5 

1 

Enteric  fever  ... 

Sinalliiox  

Measles  

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever...  

4 

1 

2 

1 

"3 

AVliooiting  cough  

4 

2 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

14 

4 

9 

1 

10 

Influenza  

14 

6 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Krvsipelas 

1 

Plithisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis)  

109 

59 

42 

4 

’2 

’2 

44 

Tuberculous  meningitis 

30 

22 

7 

1 

15 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

13 

10 

3 

8 

Cancer  (malignant  disease)  

179 

75 

67 

16 

11 

i’6 

60 

Rheumatic  fever  

2 

2 

2 

Meningitis  

9 

6 

’’i 

”2 

7 

Organic  heart  disease 

134 

70 

48 

”9 

4 

3 

32 

Hroncliitis  

172 

108 

44 

10 

4 

6 

68 

I’neumonia  (all  forms)  

147 

94 

37 

9 

5 

2 

50 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs  

27 

16 

8 

3 

10 

Diarrhrea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years) 

32 

25 

5 

2 

17 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  

13 

7 

3 

"1 

'2 

11 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

10 

1 

6 

’3 

3 

Alcoholism  

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease  ..  

45 

25 

15 

3 

1 

"i 

19 

ruorperal  fever  

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  preg- 

3 

2 

1 

2 

nancy  and  ])arturition  

Congenital  debility  and  malformation, 

10 

5 

5 

8 

including  premature  bii  th  

89 

59 

24 

6 

17 

Violent  deaths,  e.xcluding  suicide  

60 

38 

19 

1 

’’i 

’’i 

26 

Suicides 

18 

6 

8 

3 

1 

2 

Other  defined  diseases  

519 

270 

192 

24 

20 

13 

222  • 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  

15 

7 

6 

2 

3 

Totals  

1673 

918 

562 

94 

58 

41 

643 

*"  Birkenhead  ” district  comprises  Ar^yle,  Grange  and  Cleveland  wards.  “Tranmere  ” district 
comprises  Clifton,  Egerton  and  Mersey  wards. 

Note.— All  deaths  which  occurred  in  institutions  are  classified  in  the  district  in  which  the  patient 

resided. 
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TABLE  P 4. 


Infant  deaths:  causes  and  ages. 


Causes  of  death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  week.s 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 

week.s 

Over  4 weeks  & 

under  3 months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under  1 

year 

.,1  \ Certified  

64 

16 

16 

11 

107 

31 

21 

28 

17 

204 

All  causes  j 

Smallpox  

Chickenpox  

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  

AVhooping  cough 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

2 

2 

Krvsipelas  

... 

Tuberculous  meningitis 

1 

1 

2 

Abdominal  tuberculosis 

Other  tuberculous  disease.s 

i 

"i 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous)  

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions  

4 

i 

1 

’e 

6 

Laryngitis  

Bronchitis  

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

’5 

1 

13 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

i 

1 

6 

4 

5 

8 

24 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  

1 

2 

1 

”6 

10 

4 

8 

6 

3 

31 

Gastritis  

Syphilis  

1 

*1 

2 

1 

’i 

4 

Rickets 

Suffocation  (overlying)  

Injury  at  birtli  

Atelectasis  

7 

7 

7 

Congenital  malformations 

8 

2 

2 

12 

2 

i 

15 

Premature  birth 

27 

4 

4 

35 

1 

”2 

38 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus 

15 

2 

4 

21 

9 

3 

i 

1 

35 

Other  causes 

2 

3 

2 

4 

11 

3 

2 

5 

1 

22 

Totals 

64 

16 

16 

n 

107 

31 

21 

28 

17 

204 

Net  births  in  the  year — Net  deaths  in  the  year — 

Legitimate  3115  Legitimate  infants 193 

Illegitimate 133  Illegitimate  infants  ...  11 


Death-rates:  comparison  with  rest  of  country. 
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Percentage  of  totJil 
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0.09 

0.06 

0.13 

0.09 

qSnoo 

Suidooq^VV 

0.10 

0.12 
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England  and  Wales  

105  Great  Towns,  including  London  

(census  population  exceeding  50,000) 

157  Smaller  Towns 

(census  population  20,000  to  50,000) 

London  

Birkenhead 
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LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

The  staple  industries  of  the  district  are  shipbuilding,  ship -repairing 
and  engineering. 

Occupations  of  males  and  females  aged  12  years  and  over. — The 

total  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  time  of  the  census  was  145,577. 
Of  this  total  70,602  were  males  and  74,975  were  females. 

The  males  aged  12  years  and  over  made  up  52,831  of  the  total 
male  population.  The  females  aged  12  years  and  over  made  up 
57,176  of  the  total  female  population. 

Occupations  of  males.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
males  per  thousand  of  the  male  population  aged  12  years  and  over 
engaged  in  various  industries  : — 

Metal  workers  (not  electro-plate  and  precious  metals)  167 

Unoccupied  and  retired  (mainly  labourers)  115 

Water  transport  workers  Ill 

Other  and  undefined  workers  97 

General  and  undefined  labourers  83 

Commerce,  finance,  insurance ( not  clerks)  70 

Seamen,  etc 62 

Clerks  (not  Civil  Service  or  Local  Authority)  57 

Boilermakers  and  their  labourers  44 

Workers  in  mixed  or  undefined  materials  42 

Road  transport  workers  40 

Ship  builders  40 

Dock  labourers  39 

Workers  in  wood  36 

Railway  transport  workers  31 

Other  workers  in  transport  and  communication  (not 

rail,  road  or  water)  31 

Proprietors,  managers,  etc.,  of  dealing  businesses  27 

Builders,  bricklayers,  contractors  25 

Salesmen,  shop  assistants  22 

Rivetters  and  their  labourers  21 

Professional  occupations  (excluding  clerical  staff)  20 

Carpenters  20 

Messengers  20 

Drivers  of  lorries,  vans,  etc.  (horse)  19 

Retired  (not  Naval  or  klilitary)  18 

Personal  service  (including  institutions,  hotels,  etc.)  ..  18 

Public  administration  17 

Fitters  17 

Painters  and  decorators  (not  pottery) 14 

Machine  tool  workers  14 

Electrical  apparatus  makers,  etc.,  electricians  13 

Makers  of  foods  13 
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Stationary  engine  drivers,  dynamo  and  motor 

attendants  13 

liailway  porters  12 

Chemical  workers,  makers  of  paints,  oi’s,  etc 12 

Agricultural  occupations  11 

Warehousemen,  storekeepers,  packers  11 

Makers  of  paints,  oils,  etc 10 

Makers  of  textile  goods  and  articles  of  dress  8 

Printers,  bookbinders,  photographers  6 

Persons  employed  in  gas,  water  and  electricity  under- 
takings   4 

Persons  employed  in  entertainments  and  sport  4 

Furriers,  leather  dressers,  etc  2 

Makers  of  drinks  2 

Defence  2 

Fishermen  1 

Mining  and  quarrying  occupations  1 

Makers  of  bricks,  pottery,  etc 1 

Makers  of  watches,  clocks,  etc 1 

Makers  of  leather  goods  1 

' Occupation  of  females.  The  following  tables  shows  the  number 
of  females  per  thousand  of  the  female  population  aged  12  years  and 
t over  engaged  in  various  industries: — 

I Personal  service  (including  institutions,  hotels,  etc.)...  345 

Domestic  servants  234 

Commerce,  finance,  insurance  (not  clerks) 161 

Clerks,  etc.  (not  Civil  Service  or  Local  Authority)  123 

I Saleswomen,  shop  assistants  113 

Professional  occupations  (excluding  clerical  staff)  78 

Makers  of  textile  goods  and  articles  of  dress  61 

Warehousewomen,  storekeepers,  packers  60 

Packers,  labellers,  ticketers  57 

Teachers  46 

Proprietresses,  etc.,  of  dealing  businesses  41 

Workers  in  paper,  printers,  bookbinders,  photographers  37 

Chemical  workers,  makers  of  paints,  oils,  etc 32 

Dressmakers  30 

Makers  of  paints,  oils,  etc 29 

I Charwomen  29 

I Makers  of  food,  drinks  and  tobacco  26 

Laundry  workers  25 

’ Cardboard  box  makers  24 

, Makers  of  foods  21 

Workers  in  transport  and  communication  20 

Lodging  and  boarding  house  keepers  20 

8ick  nurses  19 

Other  and  undefined  workers  16 

I Printers,  bookbinders,  photographers  11 

Public  administration  (and  defence)  10 

Textile  workers  8 

' Metal  workers  (not  electro-plate  or  precious  metals)  ...  6 

i Persons  employed  in  entertainments  and  sport  6 

I Workers  in  wood  and  furniture  5 


I 

i 
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Agricultural  occupations  4 

Workers  in  skins  and  leather,  makers  of  leather  goods, 

etc 1 

Workers  in  mixed  or  undefined  materials 1 


Comparison  of  1911  and  1921  with  regard  to  occupations.— The 

following  table  shows  the  proportion  of  occupied  persons  per  1,000 
total  persons  in  various  age-groups  1921  and  1911: — 


(A)  MALES 

(ages  last  birthday). 

(B)  FEMALES  (age.s  last  birthday). 

12-13 

14-15 

lG-19 

20-44 

45-64 

65-69 

70  & 
over 

12-13 

14-15 

16-19 

20-44 

45-64 

65-69 

70  & 
over 

1921... 

22 

not 

604 

921 

987 

972 

845 

456 

3 

not 

395 

725 

317 

175 

169 

82 

1911... 

avail 

able 

626 

922 

988 

954 

573 

avail 

able 

355 

640 

319 

200 

108 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  requests  Medical  Officers  to  give  in  their 
annual  reports  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  unemployment  and  of  the 
amount  of  poor  law  relief  in  their  areas. 

'rh(‘  returns  of  unemployment  for  each  month  of  the  year  are  shown 
below: — 


TABLE  O 1. 
Unemployment  during  1923. 


Month 

Live 

register 

Increase  or 

Applicants  placed 

decrease  in 
live  register 

Locally 

In  other 
districts 

•TrijimH/Tv  

10184 

luc.  59 

241 

29 

j 

February 

8770 

Dec.  141 4 

387 

12 

iMaroli 

8074 

Dec.  696 

298 

24 

April  

7082 

Dec.  992 

396 

41 

May 

7084 

luc.  2 

480 

31 

June 

7548 

Inc.  484 

247 

59 

July 

7409 

Dec.  139 

308 

22 

August  

7399 

Dec.  10 

264 

58 

September  

8679 

Inc.  1280 

173 

41 

October  

7679 

Dec.  1000 

188 

41 

November  

7610 

Dec.  69 

171 

9 

December  

6764 

Dec.  846 

219 

10 

AMOUNT  OF  POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

The  followdng  is  a statement  of  the  sums  expended  in  the  relief 
of  the  poor  in  the  Birkenhead  Union  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1924;— 
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Union  Institution  £10,236  8 9 

Union  Infirmary  16,087  19  10 

Children’s  Homes  3,268  0 6 

Outdoor  relief  (actual  cash  payments 

to  recipients  of)  27,390  2 2 

Outdoor  relief  (on  loan  to  unemployed)  11,534  3 6 

Lunatics  in  asylums  and  licensed 
houses  (total  cost  of  maintenance)  24,319  4 1 


£92,835  18  10 


The  Birkenhead  Union  area  covers  the  County  Boroughs  of 
Birkenhead  and  Wallasey,  and  the  parishes  of  Bidston-cum-Ford  and 
Noctorum.  The  populations  of  these  three  component  parts  were,  in 
1921:— 

Birkenhead  145,592  (61.3  per  cent.) 

Wallasey  90,721  (38.2  per  cent.) 

Bidston  and  Noctorum  ...  1,091  (0.5  per  cent.) 
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WATER  SUPPLY,  FOOD,  AND  DRUGS. 

WATEE  SUPPLY. 

Particulars  regarding  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough  were  given 
in  detail  in  my  annual  report  for  1921. 

Bacteriological  examinations. — Arrangements  were  made  during  the 
year  for  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  Alwen  water  supply  to  be 
carried  out  in  the  laboratory  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Department. 
Particulars  of  the  procedure  followed  are  given  on  page  53  of  this 
report. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Source. — Milk  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  chiefly  from  farms  in 
Cheshire,  Shropshire,  Denbighshire  and  Flintshire. 


Milkshops,  etc. — The  total  number  of  milkshops  in  the  Borough 
is  147.  There  are  in  addition  8 purveyors  of  milk,  4 cowsheds,  and  64 
farmers  resident  outside  Birkenhead  registered  to  purvey  milk  inside 
the  Borough. 

Milkshops  are  regularly  inspected  and  the  register  of  milk  sellers 
is  revised  week  by  week. 

During  the  year  313  notices  to  whitewash  and  efficiently  to  cleanse 
milkshops,  cowsheds,  and  dairies  were  served  on  occupiers  of  such 
premises,  and  complied  with. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922. — 27  applications  have 
been  received  during  the  year  from  persons  desiring  to  retail  milk 
within  the  Borough.  Of  these  13  have  been  placed  on  the  register  as 
purveyors  of  milk.  In  the  remaining  14  cases  registration  has  been 
refused  owing  to  the  unsuitability  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  milk  of  the 
premises  occupied  or  proposed  to  be  occupied  by  the  applicants. 

Section  4 of  the  Act  prohibits  the  addition  of  any  colouring  matter, 
or  water,  or  any  dried  or  condensed  milk,  or  any  fluid  reconstituted 
therefrom,  or  any  skimmed  milk  or  separated  milk,  to  milk  intended  for 
sale.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  section  during 
the  year  as  no  infringement  had  been  reported. 


Quality  of  milk. — The  composition  of  the  various  samples  of  milk 
taken  in  the  Borough  and  analysed  during  the  year  1923  is  set  out  in 
Table  F 1 (page  28) . From  this  table  an  indication  of  the  general 
quality  of  the  milk  supply  can  be  obtained. 

Preservatives  in  milk  and  cream. — Samples  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Eegulations,  1912  and  1917,  during  the  year 
showed  the  following  results: — 
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1.  Milk,  and  cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream. 


Article 

No.  of  samples  examined 
for  the  presence  of  a 
preservative 

(«) 

No.  in  which  a preservative 
was  reported  to  be  present, 
and  percentage  of  preserva- 
tive found  in  each  sample 
d) 

>Iilk  

102 

Nil. 

Crcivni  

1 

Nil. 

Action  taken  under  the  Regulations  Kil. 


2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis 
to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preservatives  were 


correct. 

(1)  CoiTect  statements  made  3 

(2)  Statements  incorrect  2 

Total  5 


(3)  Percentage  of  preservative 
found  in  each  sample. 

0.32 

0.29 

0.45 

0.28 

0.42 


Percentage  stated  on 
statutory  label. 

0.4 

0.4 

0.4 

0.4 

0.4 


{h)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved 


cream. 

(1)  Above  35%  5 

(2)  Below  35%  0 

Total  5 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as  to 
labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V (1)  and  the 
proviso  in  Article  V (2)  of  the  regulations  have  not  been  observed. 

Nil. 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  regulations  have  not 
been  complied  with,  and  action  taken: — 

Regarding  the  two  samples  which  contained  a preservative 
exceeding  in  amounts  those  stated  on  the  declaratory 
labels,  the  vendors  were  asked  for  explanations  and 
cautioned ; proceedings  were  not  instituted  as  the 
amounts  of  preservative  in  excess  were  small. 
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3.  Thichening  substances. 

The  Public  Anal^^st  has  not  found  any  evidence  of  the  addition  of 
any  thickening  substances  to  the  samples  of  cream  or  preserved  cream 
which  have  been  analysed. 


TABLE  F 1. 

Composition  of  milk  samples  taken  during  1923. 


Date  of 
sample 

Identification  No. 
given  in 

quarterly  report 

Percentage  of  fat 

Percentage  of  solids 
not  fat 

Date  of 
sample 

Identification  No. 
given  in 

quarterly  report 

Percentage  of  fat 

Percentage  of  solids 
not  fat 

Date  of 
sample 

Identification  No. 

given  in 

quarterly  report 

Percentage  of  fat 

Percentage  of  solids 

not  fat 

Jan. 13 

1 

2.73 

7.24 

Apl.  24 

100 

2.82 

8.72 

Aug.  7 

197 

5.19 

8.42 

2 

2.17 

7.14 

101 

4.08 

8.80 

198 

3.25 

8.73 

23 

15 

3.60 

8.94 

102 

3.00 

9.12 

10 

205 

3.93 

8.91 

16 

4 30 

8.84 

27 

104 

3.85 

8.59 

206 

2.90 

8.66 

17 

3.40 

8.84 

May  8 

122 

3.12 

9.14 

15 

209 

3.30 

8.68 

18 

3.17 

9.09 

123 

3.37 

8.89 

Sept.  4 

210 

3.82 

9.44 

19 

4.05 

8.95 

124 

2.34 

9.04 

211 

3.60 

8.86 

20 

5.29 

8.51 

125 

3.00 

8.88 

212 

2.52 

9.26 

Feb.  13 

48 

3.18 

8.84 

126 

2.64 

8.75 

213 

4.49 

9.03 

49 

3.47 

8.83 

127 

3.12 

9.41 

214 

3.60 

8.76 

50 

7.30 

8.66 

11 

128 

2.91 

9.17 

215 

3 60 

8.80 

51 

2.85 

9.02 

129 

3.22 

9.06 

7 

223 

3.62 

9.10 

52 

3.10 

8.74 

14 

131 

3.82 

8.41 

11 

236 

3.97 

9.01 

53 

3.42 

8.54 

132 

3.00 

8.74 

18 

237 

3.23 

8.67 

17 

55 

3.57 

8.90 

133 

3.20 

9.47 

238 

4.12 

9.22 

56 

3.55 

8.96 

134 

3.04 

9.32 

239 

3.78 

8.84 

Mar.  6 

66 

4.00 

8.94 

18 

146 

2.46 

9.74 

240 

3.92 

9.08 

13 

75 

3.71 

8.32 

147 

5.43 

9.55 

Oct.  2 

244 

4.18 

8.94 

76 

3.30 

8.24 

June  19 

166 

3.69 

9.09 

245 

3.90 

8.50 

81 

5.75 

8.50 

167 

3.69 

9.21 

246 

3.40 

8.92 

16 

82 

3.51 

8.63 

168 

2.88 

8.91 

247 

3.91 

8.93 

83 

3.29 

8.39 

169 

4.83 

8.83 

248 

3.50 

8.88 

Apl.  10 

84 

3.45 

8.53 

170 

3.58 

9.12 

249 

3.33 

8.91 

85 

5.05 

8.95 

171 

3.73 

8.85 

251 

4.60 

8 86 

86 

4.68 

9.10 

July  24 

172 

3.81 

8.73 

9 

252 

8.43 

8.69 

87 

2.40 

8.76 

173 

3.28 

8.84 

22 

269 

2.99 

8.47 

88 

3.20 

8.76 

174 

3.16 

9.10 

276 

4.40 

9.33 

89 

3.34 

8.82 

175 

4.05 

8.77 

278 

4.00 

9.13 

12 

93 

3.87 

8.59 

176 

4.19 

9.00 

Dec.  11 

324 

3.50 

8.60 

13 

94 

3.01 

9.03 

177 

3.92 

8.77 

325 

3.00 

8.94 

95 

3.18 

8.84 

Aug.  7 

193 

3.89 

8.73 

326 

4.23 

8.84 

24 

97 

3.90 

9.00 

194 

4.73 

8.93 

327 

3.32 

8.85 

98 

3.28 

8.90 

195 

3.60 

8.56 

328 

3.62 

8.86 

99 

3.48 

8.68 

196 

5.70 

8.40 

329 

3.60 

9.18 

Average  percentage 


Fat,  3.70  ...  Solids  (not  fat),  8.84 
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OTHER  FOODS. 

Abattoirs  in  Birkenhead. — Particulars  regarding  these — the 
abattoir  within  the  Woodside  Lairages  and  the  Corporation  abattoir 
at  Tramnere — were  given  in  my  annual  report  for  1920.  There  are  no 
private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough. 

Food  inspection. — The  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  reports  that  during 
the  year  there  were  killed  50,619  oxen,  910  calves,  7,897  pigs,  and 
(),d45  sheep  and  lambs ; as  set  out  in  Table  E 2. 

TABLE  F 2. 

Animals  dealt  with  during  1923. 


Xo.  of  animals  remaining  over  in  lairages 
from  1922  (slaughtered  in  1923) 


Total  no.  of  animals  landed  from  vessels  at 
Ihrkenhead  during  the  year  1923 — 

{a)  From  Isle  of  Man  

{b)  From  Iieland  

(c)  From  other  places  abroad 

Total 


The  above  animals  were  dealt  with  as 
follows — 

A-  Slaughtered  in  Birkenhead — 

(1)  At  Woodside  lairages  

(2)  At  nos.  4 and  5 sheds  

H — (1)  Removed  alive  from  the  district 

(2)  Not  slanghtered  by  end  of  1923 
(still  in  lairages)  


Total 


No.  of  animals  .slanghtered  in  Birkenhead 
iKit  included  in  the  above  statement— 
At  Municipal  Abattoir 


Total  animals  slaughtered  in  Birken- 
head  


Oxen 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Total 

2465 

— 

446 

1509 

4420 

246 

167000 

39690 

— 

253 

77535 

2011 

194296 

7003 

2510 

438831 

46693 

209401 

— 

78234 

204819 

492454 

55513 

41 

152866 

i 

4850 

35 

73071 

286 

281 

203083 

60649 

357 

429020 

981 

- 

278 

1169 

2428 

209401 

— 

78234 

204819 

492454 

1065 

910 

3012 

5778 

10765 

56619 

910 

7897 

6345 

71771 

The  total  number  of  carcases  seized  was; — 


At  Woodside  

At  “ Wallasey  Stage,”  B’head  .. 

At  nos.  4 & 5 Sheds  

At  Tranmere  Abattoir  

At  shops  

At  other  premises  


690  weighing  268,593  lbs. 

1 ,,  86  lbs. 

55  ,,  11,830  lbs. 

27  ,,  6,523  lbs. 

2 ,,  110  lbs. 

1 ,,  50  lbs. 


Total 


776 


287,192  lbs. 
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164  of  the  above  carcases  were  seized  on  account  of  tuberculosis ; 
their  aggi’egate  weight  being  72,670  lbs.  The  remainder  were  seized  on 
account  of  transit  injuries,  dropsy,  sepsis,  &c. 

The  number  of  parts  of  carcases  seized  was: — 

At  Woodside  467  w^eighing  25,145  lbs. 

At  “ Wallasey  Stage,”  B’head  . — ,,  — 

At  nos.  4 & 5 Sheds  — ,,  — 

At  Tramnere  Abattoir  20  ,,  936  lbs. 


Total  487  ,,  26,081  lbs. 


Of  the  above,  437  were  seized  on  account  of  tuberculosis ; the 
aggregate  weight  being  22,686  lbs.  34  heads  and  56  tongues,  weighing 
1,322  lbs.,  and  one  carcase  and  offal,  weighing  491  lbs.,  were  seized  on 
account  of  actinomycosis  and  actinobacillosis.  One  head  and  tongue, 
weighing  36  lbs.,  were  seized  on  account  of  papilloma.  One  pig  with 
offal,  w^eighing  260  lbs.,  was  seized  on  account  of  being  exposed  to 
infection  of  swine  fever. 

The  total  weight  of  offal  seized  was  129,507  lbs. 

The  landing  place  for  Irish  animals  was  closed  from  the  4th  till  8th 
September  inclusive  on  account  of  Foot  and  Mouth  disease  in  this 
country.  It  was  again  closed  from  7th  to  the  19th  November  inclusive, 
after  which  animals  were  allowed  to  be  landed  for  slaughter  at  the  port 
of  landing  only.  This  arrangement  remained  in  force  until  2nd 
December,  after  which  animals  were  allowed  out  on  licence  to 
slaughter  houses  only,  and  then  only  into  districts  the  local  authorities 
of  which  first  issued  a licence  to  accept  them  {i.e.,  two  licences  were 
necessary  for  each  movement). 

Other  articles  of  food. — The  total  weight  of  articles  of  food  seized 
at  various  premises  in  the  Borough  was  4,436^  lbs. 

Two  prosecutions  were  taken  under  Section  117  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  against  shopkeepers  in  the  Borough,  namely: — 

For  exposing  for  sale  meat  which  was  unsound.  A penalty 
of  £10  was  imposed. 

For  exposing  for  sale  vegetables  which  were  unsound.  Case 
dismissed. 

Six  prosecutions  were  taken  against  shopkeepers  in  the  Borough 
under  the  provisions  of  Part  III  of  the  Sale  of  Food  Order.  1921,  for 
exposing  for  sale  imported  meat  (beef,  mutton  and  pork)  without 
having  it  labelled  “ Imported  ” or  words  disclosing  the  country  of 
origin. 

In  5 cases  a penalty  of  10/-  was  imposed ; the  remaining  case 
being  dismissed. 

30  gallons  of  blood  (prepared  for  food)  were  seized  at  Woodside 
Lairage  on  account  of  having  been  placed  in  dirty  tins,  and  24|  gallons 
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of  milk  in  course  of  transit  from  Woodside  Lairage  were  seized  on  the 
street  and  destroyed.  No  prosecution  took  place  owing  to  a legal 
difficulty,  i.e.,  seizure  in  transit  and  no  evidence  of  sale. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DEUGS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  335  samples  were  taken.  Of  these  103  were 
formal  and  232  were  informal.  The  articles  sampled  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table. 

TABLE  F 3. 

Samples  taken  during  1923. 


Article 

No. 

.samples 

taken 

formally 

No. 

samples 

taken 

informally 

Article 

No. 

samples 

taken 

formally 

No. 

samples 

taken 

informally 

Milk 

96 

6 

Lard 

4 

Butter 

37 

White  pepper 

3 

Margarine  

1 

19 

Seidlitz  powder  

— 

3 

Coft'ee  



18 

Zinc  ointment 



3 

Self-raising  flour 

1 

16 

Cod-liver  oil  

2 

Cocoa  

12 

Glvcerine 

2 

Cream  of  tartar  

3 

7 

Sago 

2 

Sausage  

8 

Castor  oil  

1 

Sweets  

— 

7 

Med.  liquid  paraffin  ... 

— 

1 

Jam  



8 

Camphorated  oil 



1 

Tomatoes  (canned)...  . .. 

1 

6 

Pineapple  (canned) 

— 

1 

Rice  



6 

Pears  (canned) 



1 

Baking  powder  

6 

Peas  (bottled) 

1 

Olive  oil  

6 

Egg  powder 

1 

Comp,  liquorice  powder... 

— 

6 

Lemon  cheese 

— 

1 

Sugar  

1 

5 

Cream  (fresh)  



1 

Cheese  

5 

Evaporated  tnilk  



1 

Cream  (jireserved)  

5 

Condensed  milk 



1 

Honev  

5 

Tomato  catsup  

1 

Borax  

Sponge  cake 

1 

Am.  tincture  quinine 

— 

5 

Mustard  

— 

1 

Samples  analysed  formally  103 

Samples  analysed  informally  232 

Total  samples  analysed  during  the  year  335 


Of  the  total  number  of  samples  analysed 

15  samples  of  milk 
5 samples  of  cream  of  tartar 
3 samples  of  margarine 
2 samples  of  canned  tomatoes 
1 sample  of  sugar 
1 sample  of  preserved  cream 
1 sample  of  self-raising  flour 
1 sample  of  apricot  jam 
1 sample  of  cheese 
1 sample  of  butter 


I 
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were  reported  adulterated,  and  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of: — 
9 samples  of  milk 
2 samples  of  cream  of  tartar 

With  reference  to  the  remaining  samples  reported  adulterated  it 
was  decided,  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances,  that  it  was 
inadvisable  to  institute  proceedings. 

Informal  samples. — Suitable  action  was  taken  regarding  each  of 
the  12  informal  samples  reported  adulterated. 

Particulars  of  the  defects  found  in  those  samples  with  regard  to 
which  proceedings  were  taken,  and  the  result  of  the  proceedings,  are 
set  out  in  Table  F 4. 

The  composition  of  each  sample  of  milk  analysed  during  the  year 
will  be  found  in  Table  F 1. 

TABLE  F 4. 

Samples  with  reference  to  which  proceedings  were  taken. 

Nature  of  adulteration  and  result  of  proceedings. 


1923 

Quarter 

ending 

Article 

No. 

of 

sample 

A dulteratioii 

Fine  inflicted 

Mar.  31 

Milk  

1 

15  per  cent  added  water 

£,h  including  costs 

Milk  

2 

16  per  cent  added  water 

£5  ,, 

Milk  

51 

5 per  cent  deficient  in  fat  

Discharged  on  warranty 

June  30 

Milk  

87 

20  per  cent  deficient  in  fat  ... 

1 

£2  including  costs 

Milk  

100 

6 per  cent  deficient  in  fat  

£1 

Milk  

124 

22  per  cent  deficient  in  fat 

Discharged  on  warranty 

Milk  

126 

12  per  cent  deficient  in  fat  ... 

£1  including  costs 

Milk  

128 

3 per  cent  deficient  in  fat  

£2  ,, 

Sept.  30 

Dec.  31 

Milk  

212 

16  per  cent  deficient  in  fat 

£2 

Crm.oftartar 

279 

Hydrogen  potassium  1 

tartrate  94.65  per  cent  > 
Sodium  bi-carbonate  1.03  % ) 

> j 

£l  and  £1  1/-  costs 

Grin,  oftartar 

1 

286 

i 

Lead  44  parts  per  million  

Case  dismissed 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

ADMINISTllATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  for  dealing 
with  tuberculosis  in  the  area  include 

(а)  The  provision  of  a dispensary  or  clinic,  opened  in  1913.  (This 
clinic  is  used  on  one  half-day  each  week  in  connection  with  cases  from 
the  area  of  the  administrative  county  of  Chester.) 

(б)  The  provision  of  garden  shelters  (two)  for  suitable  cases  at  a 
small  rent. 

(c)  The  retention  since  August,  1914,  of  twelve  beds  at  Leasowe 
Hospital  for  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  in  children. 

(d)  A joint  arrangement  with  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and 
the  C'ouiicils  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Wallasey,  Chester,  Stockport, 
and  Stoke-on-Trent,  for  the  provision  of  a sanatorium  at  Burntwood. 

{e)  The  provision  of  a residential  institution  at  Thingwall,  Cheshire. 

Staff. — The  medical  and  health  visiting  staff  for  tuberculosis  at 
the  end  of  1923  was  as  set  out  in  the  annual  report  for  1921.  The 
clinical  work  at  Thingwall  Sanatorium  and  at  the  Tuberculosis  clinic  has 
been  carried  out  by  Dr.  klason  Leete  and  Dr.  Foster. 

The  Corkhlll  Fund. — Under  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Lloyd 
Corkhill,  of  Oxton,  a sum  of  money  was  provided  for  the  assistance  of 
persons  suffering  from  consumption.  By  arrangement  with  the  trustees, 
persons  applying  for  help  from  the  charity  are  passed  through  the 
l municipal  clinic  for  classification  ; and  the  trustees  have  been  largely 
' guided  by  the  recommendations  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Qlinic. 

1 PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  MOETALITY  FEOM,  TUBEECULOSIS. 

Notifioations. — The  total  number  of  primary  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  1923  was  248 — IGl  pulmonary  and  87  non-pulmonary. 

, An  analysis  of  these  cases  with  reference  to  age  and  sex  will  be  found 
' in  Table  T 1 (page  39) . 

Mortality — The  total  number  of  deaths,  certified  as  due  to 
I tuberculosis,  of  patients  who  had  previously  been  notified  as  suffering 
i from  the  disease  was  100 — 80  pulmonary  and  20  non-pulmonary. 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  certified  as  due  to  tuberculosis,  of 
, patients  who  had  riot  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  tuber- 
i culosis  was  52 — 29  pulmonary  and  23  non-pulmonary. 

Adding  these  together,  the  total  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due 
! to  tuberculosis  vv^as  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary  109 

Non-pulmonary  43 


152 


An  analysis  of  the  tuberculosis  mortality  for  the  past  ten  years 
I will  bo  found  in  Table  T 2 (page  40). 


I 

I 

I 

I 
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Number  of  known  cases. — After  making  deductions  for  patients 
who  had  died  during  the  year,  or  who  had  permanently  left  the  district, 
or  whose  names  have  been  taken  off  the  register  as  provisionally  cured, 
the  total  number  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  Birkenhead  at  the 
end  of  1923  was  as  follows: — 


In.sured 

Ex-service 

men 

persons 

Others 

Dependents 
of  insured 
person 

Neither  insured 
persons  nor 
dependents 

Total 

Pulmonary Male  

94 

317 

98 

57 

566 

Female  ... 

— 

140 

66 

201 

407 

Non-pulmonary. ..Male  

5 

43 

177 

5 

230 

Female  ... 

— 

27 

195 

19 

241 

Total... Male  

99 

360 

275 

62 

796 

Female  ... 

— 

167 

261 

220 

648 

Total 

99 

527 

526 

282 

1444 

A complete  revision  of  all  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register 
is  carried  out  each  year,  with  a view  to  seeing  that  only  the  names  of 
patients  still  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  resident  in  Birkenhead, 
are  kept  on  the  roll.  In  connection  with  the  revision  the  following 
procedure  is  observed: — 

(1)  N on- pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Cases  of  non-pulmonary  or  surgical 

tuberculosis  are  struck  off  the  register  as  cured  when  complete 
arrest  of  the  disease  has  been  maintained  for  three  years. 

(2)  Pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

(a)  Patients  lulio  have  probably  been  wrongly  notified  as 
tuberculous. 

If  the  conclusion  is  come  to  that  a notified  case  is  not,  and 
probably  never  was,  one  of  active  tuberculosis,  the  name  is 
crossed  off  the  register  at  the  time  of  the  annual  revision 
after  obtaining,  if  possible,  the  assent  of  the  notifying 
practitioner. 

{b)  Patients  diagnosed  on  good  evidence  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  who  at  a later  stage  appear  io 
have  been  cured. 

Such  cases  are  not  removed  from  the  register  until  at  least 
five  complete  calendar  years  have  elapsed  since  the  date  of 
notification  and  three  complete  calendar  years  after  the 
disappearance  of  all  symptoms. 

Of  the  109  patients  who  died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during 
1923,  those  who  had  been  notified 


Over  four  years  numbered  ... 

9 

( 8.3% 

of  total) 

Under  ,,  ,, 

3 

( 2.8 

5 J 

) 

,,  three  years 

2 

( 1.8 

J ? 

) 

,,  two  years  ,, 

12 

(11.0 

> J 

) 

,,  one  year  ,, 

10 

( 9.1 

J ) 

) 

,,  six  months  ,, 

9 

( 8.3 

J J 

) 

,,  three  months  ,, 

19 

(17.4 

> y 

) 

,,  one  month  ,, 

11 

(10.1 

> j 

) 

,,  one  week 

5 

( 4.6 

> > 

) 

and  those  who  had  not  been 
notified  numbered  

29 

(26.6 

> > 

) 
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Thus  only  58.7%  of  these  cases  were  notified  to  this  department 
three  months’ or  more  before  death.  Although  this  is  a slight  improve- 
ment on  the  three  preceding  years,  which  showed  percentages  of  48.2, 
48.1,  and  58.3  respectively,  the  general  position  with  regard  to 
notification  must  be  looked  upon  as  very  unsatisfactory. 


Of  the  43  patients  who  died  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
during  1923  those  who  had  been  notified 
Over  three  years  numbered... 

Under  three  years 
two  years 


one  year 
three  months 
one  month 
one  week 
and  those  who  had  not  been 
notified  numbered  


2.3% 

2.3 


of  total) 

) 


- ( - 


2.3 

4.7 


15 


23 


(34.9 

(53.5 


CASES  DEALT  WITH  THKOUGH  THE  TUBEECULOSIS 

CLINIC. 

Attendances  of  patients  at  the  clinic. 

(u)  During  the  year  1,102  patients  made  1,889  attendances  at  the 
clinic  for  the  purposes  of  medical  examination.  Of  these,  503  had  not 
I been  examined  before  at  the  clinic. 

' 599  patients  (who  made  1,386  attendances)  were  cases  who  had 

previously  been  examined  and  were  re-examined  one  or  more  times 
during  the  year  for  observation,  treatment,  or  after-care  purposes. 

I (h)  In  addition  to  attendances  made  for  the  purpose  of  medical 
examination,  253  other  attendances  were  made  by  patients  for  weighing, 
interview,  advice,  or  certification,  and  by  patients’  relations  in 
1 connection  with  questions  arising  as  to  treatment,  removal,  home 
1 conditions,  &c. 

Examination  of  patients  who  were  notified  for  the  first  time  during 

I 1923. — Of  the  248  new  patients  notified  in  1923,  209  were  examined  at 
the  clinic  during  the  year.  Of  these 

i 179  had  been  sent  down  to  the  clinic  by  their  own  doctor  for 

examination ; 

6 were  ex-service  men  referred  to  the  clinic  as  tuberculous 
' cases  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions ; 

9 were  sent  for  as  contacts  ; 

15  came  on  their  own  initiative; 

39  were  not  referred  to,  or  did  not  attend  at,  the  clinic. 


248 


I Classification  of  new  cases. — The  503  new  patients  who  attended 
! during  the  year  were  classified  as  follows: — 


i 

1 
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Classed  as  suflFering  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis 
Classed  as  suffering  from 
other  forms  tuberculosis 

Classed  as  non-tuberculous 
Classed  as  “ suspect  ” 

Total... 


Insured 

Depen- 

dent 

Neither 

Total 

Ex-service 

men 

others 

Males  

6 

63 

11 

7 

87 

Females  

— 

19 

30 

14 

63 

Males  

— 

3 

31 

— 

34 

Females  

— 

1 

26 

1 

28 

1 Males  

4 

47 

75 

8 

134 

' Females  ... 

— 

18 

56 

9 

83 

, Males  

— 

12 

20 

— 

32 

Females  

— 

12 

21 

9 

42 

Males  

10 

125 

137 

15 

287 

Females  

— 

50 

133 

33 

216 

Total 

10 

175 

270 

48 

503 

Pensions  cases. — Included  in  the  503  new  patients  were  10  patients 
examined  for  pensions  purposes,  with  the  following  results: — 

Found  to  be  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  6 
Found  to  be  free  from  active  tuberculosis 4 

10 

In  addition  to  the  above  165  re-examinations  were  made  for  pensions 
purposes. 

During  the  year  the  following  reports  were  made  in  connection  with 
the  examination  at  the  tuberculosis  clinic  (or  at  their  own  homes)  of 
ex-servicemen : — 


War  Pensions  Cttee. 

M.P.M.S. 

D.  28 

M.P.M.S. 

D.  28a 

36  T.O. 

M.P.M.S. 

D.  117 

M.P.M.S. 

D.  122 

Total 

Birkenhead  

29 

*70 

19 

1 

— 

119 

Manchester  

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

27 

Liverpool  

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

1 

Total 

29 

70 

19 

1 

72 

191 

* Includes  2 visits  paid  to  pensioners’  homes. 


Examination  of  contacts. — 88  persons  who  had  been  in  close 
contact  with  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  examined  either  at  the 
clinic  or  at  their  own  homes.  Of  these  7 were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  3 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis,  63  were  not  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and 
15  were  classified  as  “ suspect.” 


HOME  VISITING,  DISINFECTION,  ETC. 

During  the  year  the  health  nurses  paid  226  first  visits  and  2,410 
re-visits  to  the  homes  of  patients. 


Tuberculosis. 
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The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after  death  or  removal  of  patients 
was  103. 

Spitting  flasks  were  provided  free  of  charge  to  11  patients. 

THINGWALL  SANATOEIUM. 

(The  Sanatorium  was  opened  for  the  admission  of  patients  on  4th 
November,  1921.  The  accommodation  consists  of  40  beds  and  3 cots.) 

Type  of  cases — The  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  have  mainly 
been  patients  in  the  eai’ly  and  moderately  advanced  stages  of  disease. 

Nature  of  treatment. — In  general,  the  ordinarily  accepted  methods 
ot  sanatorium  treatment,  based  on  rest  and  graduated  exercise,  were  con- 
tinued, and  found  to  give  the  most  reliable  results.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  year  Paget’s  treatment  bv  nasal  insufflations  of  dried  and 
powdered  tubercle  bacilli  was  tried.  A trial  was  also  given  to  defatted 
vaccine  as  prepared  after  the  method  advised  by  Professor  Dreyer. 
The  results  obtained  were  not  such  as  to  encourage  the  belief  that  these 
forms  of  treatment  have  any  definite  curative  value. 

A supply  of  a proprietary  tuberculosis  vaccine  was  also  obtained, 
and  at  first  the  results  were  encouraging.  The  ultimate  results,  however, 
were  disappointing,  and  any  temporary  improvement  was  probably  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  preparation  had  been  largely  boomed  in  the  lay 
Press,  and  the  patients  were  encouraged  to  expect  a certain  cure.  The 
mental  factor  undoubtedly  contributed  to  this  apparent  improvement. 

In  the  above  trials  controls  were  employed  where  sterile  saline  was 
used  in  place  of  vaccine. 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were 
22  cases  under  treatment  in  the  Sanatorium. 

78  patients  w'ere  admitted  during  the  year;  54  were  discharged,  4 
patients  died  ; and  42  patients  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  disparity  between  the  number  of  admissions  (78)  and  the 
number  of  discharges  (58)  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that,  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  staff  during  the  end  of  1922  and  beginning  of  1923 
the  number  of  occupied  beds  was  reduced  to  22. 

The  full  complement  of  patients  was  not  obtained  until  about 
April.  1923. 


Men 

Women 

Children 
(under  16) 

Total 

In  Sanatorium  January  1,  1923  

9 

6 

7 

22 

Admitted  during  year 

41 

19 

18 

78 

Discharged  during  year  

28 

18 

8 

54 

Died  in  Sanatorium  

4 

— 

— 

4 

In  Sanatorium  Decemher  31,  1923  ... 

18 

7 

17 

42 

38 
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Results  of  treatment. — A general  statement  as  to  the  condition 
at  the  time  of  discharge  of  54  patients  who  left  the  Sanatorium  during 


the  year  may  be  given  here: — 

Disease  quiescent 21 

Much  improved  11 

Improved  8 

Not  improved  6 

Worse  6 

Admitted  for  observation,  and  found  free  from 

active  tuberculosis  2 


54 


Average  duration  of  stay. — The  average  length  of  stay  in  the 
Sanatorium  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was  22  weeks. 

Development  of  grounds,  etc. — During  the  year  exercise  paths 
various  parts  of  the  grounds  were  cut  out,  drained  and  filled  in. 

The  following  trees  and  shrubs  were  planted  in  the  grounds: — 
3,000  Scots  fir,  2,000  larch,  500  birch,  250  beech,  and  500  rhododendrons. 

Boundary  hedges  were  cut  and  laid,  gaps  filled  up,  and  old  hedges 
backed  by  new  barbed  wire  fence.  A beech  fence  was  also  planted  in 
front  of  the  laundry  block. 

Pit  holes  and  wet  parts  of  the  grounds  were  drained. 

The  kitchen  garden  was  developed  and  a considerable  amount  of 
})roduce  was  obtained. 


CHESHIRE  JOINT  SANATORIUAI. 

The  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  was  opened  on  the  6th  November, 
1923,  for  50%  of  the  approved  bed  accommodation. 

Birkenhead  has  reserved  32  beds,  and  the  available  accommodation 
for  Birkenlread  cases  is  16  beds. 


Patients  dealt  with. — During  the  year  16  Birkenhead  patients  were 
{idmitted  ; and  15  patients  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children 
(under  16). 

Total. 

Admitted  up  to  DecemLer  31,  1923  

8 

8 



16 

Discharged  or  left  Sanatorium  during  year 

*1 

— 

— 

1 

Died  in  Sanatorium  

_ 

In  Sanatorium  December  31,  1923 

7 

8 

— 

15 

* Left  against  advice  of  Medical  0.iicer  in  charge  of  Sanatorium. 
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LEASOWE  HOSPITAL. 

The  twelve  beds  reserved  by  the  Corporation  at  Leasowe  Hospital 
for  cases  of  surgical  tuherculosis  Birkenhead  residents  have  been 

in  occupation  tliroughout  the  year. 

There  were  12  cases  in  hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year ; 7 

new  cases  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  and  7 have  been 
discharged  or  died;  leaving  12  patients  in  hospital  at  the  end  of 
December. 

The  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the  19  patients  under  treatment 
during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Tuberculosis  of  spine  

,,  peritoneum  .. 

,,  hip  

, , knee  

,,  neck  glands 

,,  elbow  

,,  face  

, , left  shoulder 

, , ankle  

,,  left  femur  .. 

, , bones  

19 


5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


The  7 cases  discharged  or  died  were  as  follows: — 


Tuberculosis  of  peritoneum  2 quiescent 

,,  spine  1 quiescent 

,,  knee  1 quiescent 

,,  ankle  1 quiescent 

,,  neck  glands 1 quiescent 

,,  left  shoulder  1 quiescent 


TABLE  T 1. 

New  cases  notified  for  first  time  during  the  year. 


Primary  Notification.s 


Age  periods 

0-1 

1-5  5-10 

1 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65 

and 

np 

Total 

Pulmonary — Males 

1 

5 i — 

5 

12 

12 

24 

19 

14 

5 

1 

97 

Females 

— 

— i 1 

4 

11 

16 

12 

9 

7 

4 

— 

64 

Non-pulmonary — .M  ales . . . 

1 

. 11  6 

4 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

32 

Females 

3 

20  11 

8 

4 

2 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

55 

Totals 

4 

36  18 

21 

31 

31 

43 

31 

23 

9 

1 

248 

40 
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TABLE  T 2. 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

1914 

1915 

1916; 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Deatlis  from  tuberculo- 
sis of  the  lungs — 

Number  

141 

173 

177 

172 

167 

146 

116 

154 

141 

109 

Rate  per  1000  ... 

1.02 

1.23 

1.24 

1.18 

1.13 

0.97 

0.76 

1.04 

0.94 

0.72 

A iSIales— 

Number  

7o 

105 

104 

89 

97 

73 

55 

68 

77 

67 

Rate  

0.54 

0.74 

0.72 

0.61 

0.65 

0.48 

0.36 

0.46 

0.51 

0.44 

B Females — 

Number  

66 

68 

73 

83 

70 

73 

61 

86 

64 

42 

Rate  

0.47 

0.48 

0.51 

0.57 

0.47 

0.48 

0.40 

0.58 

0.42 

0.28 

Deaths  from  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis — 

Number  

46 

67 

61 

69 

66 

38 

56 

40 

50 

43 

Rate  per  1000  .. 

0.32 

0.47 

0.42 

0.46 

0.44 

0.25 

0.36 

0.27 

0.32 

0.28 

A INIales  (all  ages) 

Number  

23 

44 

36 

36 

40 

24 

36 

21 

25 

21 

Rate 

0.16 

0.31 

0.25 

0.24 

0.27 

0.16 

0.23 

O.H 

0.16 

0.14 

B Females  (all  ages) 

Number  

23 

23 

25 

33 

26 

14 

20 

19 

25 

22 

Rate  

0.16 

0.16 

0.17 

0.22 

0.17 

0.09 

0.13 

0.13 

0.16 

0.14 

C Children  (un.  5 yrs) 

Number  

27 

42 

44 

44 

36 

22 

26 

17 

21 

20 

Rate 

0.19 

0.29 

0.30 

0.30 

0.24 

0.14 

0.17 

0.11 

0.15 

0.13 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  — 

Number  

187 

240 

238 

241 

233 

184 

172 

194 

191 

152 

Rate  per  1000  ... 

1.35 

1.70 

1.66 

1.66 

1.58 

1.23 

1.13 

1.31 

1.28 

1.00 

Jhiff.  i^cr  1000  

Engl  and  A-  J Talcs 

1. 35 

1.55 

1.62 

1.80 

1.92 

1.26 

1.13 

1.12 

1.12 

— 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

ADMINISTKATIVE  AEEANGEMENTS. 

The  general  aiTangements  in  force  at  the  beginning  of  1923  were 
on  the  lines  indicated  in  the  annual  report  for  1920. 

New  agreement  with  the  Birkenhead  Borough  Hospital — During 
the  year,  however,  a new  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the  Birken- 
heiul  Borough  Hospital.  This  arrangement,  which  came  into  force  on 
1st  Apiil,  1923,  provided  for  several  important  changes. 

In  the  memorandum  of  agreement  reference  is  made  to  the  scheme 
previously  in  force,  and  to  the  fact  that  “ the  Minister  of  Health  has 
informed  the  Corporation  that  his  continued  approval  to  the  scheme  is 
dependent  on  certain  amendments  being  earned  out,  including  the 
appointment  by  the  Corporation  of  a whole  time  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  on  the  staff  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Corporation 
and  also  on  certain  structural  and  other  alterations  being  carried  out  to 
the  premises  allotted  b^-  the  Committee  to  the  Corporation  for  the 
carrying  out  of  their  scheme.” 

The  clauses  in  the  agi'eement  are  set  out  below: — 

1.  — The  Committee  shall  at  the  request  of  the  Corporation  or  the 
Medical  Officer  as  hereinafter  defined  admit  for  treatment  in  their 
Institution  known  as  the  Birkenhead  Borough  Hospital,  in  Park  Eoad 
North,  Birkenhead,  persons  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  as  herein- 
after provided. 

2.  — The  Corporation  shall  have  recourse  in  comiection  with  the 
clinic  sessions  hereinafter  mentioned  to  the  services  of  the  persons 
engiiged  from  time  to  time  at  the  Borough  Hospital  in  the  following 
capacities: — 

A Male  Orderly 

A Nursing  Sister  and  Two  Nurses 

and  such  persons  shall  attend  five  sessions  weekly  and  otherwise  be 
emplo\'ed  to  such  extent  as  may  be  necessar}'  fully  to  attend  to  the 
i patients  attending  such  sessions. 

3.  — The  Committee  shall  provide  premises  at  the  Hospital  for  the 
i utilisation  by  the  Coi'poration  for  the  purposes  of  their  scheme,  and 
i such  structural  and  other  alterations  as  may  be  required  by  the  Corpora- 
I tion  shall  be  carried  out  by  the  Corporation,  or  the  Committee,  but  in 
I either  event  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation,  in  order  to  provide  the 
I facilities  mentioned  in  the  schedule  hereto.  On  the  termination  of  this 
i agreement  the  Coi'poration  shall,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  given 
i to  the  Corporation  before  or  within  one  calendar  month  after  such 
j termination,  reinstate  the  premises  as  they  now  are,  and  such  reinstate- 
I ment  shall  be  carried  out  at  the  reasonable  expense  of  the  Coi'poration 
! by  the  Committee  or  by  the  Corporation  as  shall  be  aiTanged. 

4.  — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Corporation,  or  any 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  duly  authorised  by  the  Aledical  Officer  of 
Healtli  (herein  called  “ the  Medical  Officer,”  which  expression  shall 
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include  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  or  any  such  Assistant  Medical 
Officer)  shall  have  full  authority  in  connection  with  the  facilities  to  be 
provided  by  the  Committee  under  this  agreement.  The  Committee  shall 
afford  full  facilities  to  enable  the  Medical  Officer  to  treat  the  in-patients 
who  shall  be  received  from  time  to  time  into  the  Hospital  under  this 
agreement.  The  out-patient  sessions  shall  not  be  specially  designated 
as  for  Venereal  Diseases  to  a greater  extent  than  heretofore  and  the 
Committee  shall  take  all  reasonable  steps  to  provide  that  nothing  is 
done  whereby  persons  attending  such  sessions  are  distinguished  from 
other  patients. 

5.  — The  Committee  shall  permit  the  Medical  Officer  during  clinic 
sessions,  with  a view  to  the  further  instruction  of  general  medical 
practitioners  and  students,  to  give  demonstrations  to  such  practitioners 
and  students  of  the  method  of  taking  and  transmitting  material  for 
laboratory  diagnosis  and  of  the  best  modern  methods  for  the  systematic 
treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

6.  — The  Corporation  shall  in  consideration  of  this  agreement  pay 
to  the  Committee  during  the  continuance  of  this  agreement  the  follow- 
ing amounts  in  respect  of  the  following  specific  services: — 


For  services  of  orderly £100  per  annum. 

For  services  of  one  sister  and  two  nurses  175 
For  accommodation  and  use  of  out- 
patient department  200  ,, 

For  cleaning  and  laundry  100  ,, 


Total £575 


All  medicines  and  drugs  (including  dispensing) , bandages  and  dressings, 
and  all  clerical  work,  except  such  dispensing  and  clerical  work  as  is 
actually  done  during  the  clinic  session,  in  connection  with  the  treatment 
of  patients  under  this  agreement  shall  be  provided  by  the  Corporation. 

7.  — The  Committee  shall  during  the  continuance  of  this  agreement 
reserve  in  side  wards  four  beds  in  the  said  Hospital  exclusively  for 
persons  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease,  and  such  reserved  beds  shall 
only  be  occupied  by  patients  on  the  express  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Officer.  Two  of  the  reserved  beds  shall  be  available  for  male 
and  two  for  female  cases  and  all  four  beds  shall  be  provided  and  reserved 
under  conditions  which  so  far  as  practicable  do  not  involve  the  indentifi- 
cation  by  other  jDatients  of  the  patients  occupying  such  beds  as  suffering 
from  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Corporation  shall  (in  addition  to  the  payments  mentioned  in 
Clause  6)  pay  to  the  Committee  a sum  of  £75  for  each  quarter  of  a year 
with  an  additional  amount  at  the  rate  of  seven  shillings  and  sixpence 
for  each  and  every  “ bed  day  ” (if  any)  in  excess  of  two  hundred  “ bed 
days  ” in  such  quarter  during  which  as  hereinbefore  mentioned  beds, 
whether  reserved  or  not,  have  been  used  by  virtue  of  this  agreement. 

8.  — All  information  as  to  individuals  (whether  as  to  identity  or 
otherwise)  obtained  incidentally  to  their  attendance  or  treatment  at 
the  Hospital  for  Venereal  Disease  shall  be  regarded  as  confidential,  and 
the  Committee  shaU  take  all  reasonable  precautions  for  the  carrying  out 
of  this  principle  in  connection  with  the  performance  of  the  obligations 
under  this  agreement. 
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9.  — Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  give  to  the 
Corporation  any  right  of  interference  with  the  management  or  affairs 
or  discipline  of  the  Hospital,  provided  alwaijs  that  the  Committee  will 
at  all  reasonable  times  permit  not  more  than  three  representatives  of 
the  Corporation  nominated  for  the  pui’pose  by  the  Health  Committee 
to  inspect  from  time  to  time  the  arrangements  made  at  the  Hospital 
under  this  agreement  and  the  working  thereof. 

10.  — Any  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  shall  be  at 
liberty  at  any  time  to  inspect  the  arrangements  at  the  Hospital  under 
this  agreement. 

11.  — This  agreement  shall  commence  on  the  First  day  of  April, 
One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and  shall  be  determined 
by  not  less  than  six  calendar  months  previous  notice  in  wTiting  given 
by  either  party  to  the  other,  expiring  on  the  First  day  of  January,  the 
First  day  of  April,  the  First  day  of  July,  or  the  First  day  of  October 
in  any  year,  but  such  notice  shall  not  be  given  earlier  than  on  the  First 
day  of  April,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

12.  — If  any  question,  dispute  or  difference  shall  arise  between  the 
piudies  hereto  in  respect  of  any  subject  matter  of  this  agreement,  or  of 
the  interpretation  of  this  agi’eement,  or  in  respect  of  any  payment  to  be 
made,  or  of  anything  done  or  to  be  done  hereunder,  or  of  any  other 
matter  arising  out  of  the  provisions  of  this  agreement,  such  question, 
dispute  or  difference  shall  on  application  of  any  of  the  parties  hereto  be 
referred  to  an  arbitrator  appointed  by  the  IMinister  of  Health. 


The  schedule  of  alterations  to  which  reference  is  made  in  Clause  3 
is  as  follows: — 


Waiting  room  to  be  partitioned  off  into  (u)  Waiting  room  and  {h) 
E xamina tion  room . 

Doorway  to  be  made  between  examination  room  and  consulting 
room. 

New  doorway  to  be  made  into  lavatoiw  annexe. 

Irrigation  facilities  to  be  provided  for  three  patients  in  the  lavatory 
amiexe. 

Laboratoi’y  sink  to  be  provided  in  examination  room. 

{Suitable  lighting  arrangements  to  be  provided. 


Times  of  clinics. — The  times  at  which  patients  may  attend  at  the 
clinic  are  as  follows: — 

Males — Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  6 p.m. 

Females — Tuesdays,  6 p.m.,  and  Fridays,  3 p.m. 

j Notes  on  new  arrangements. — By  the  division  of  the  waiting  room 

I into  two  small  rooms  a separate  consulting  room  has  been  provided. 

^ All  cases  are  seen  here  first ; treatment  is  ordered  and  entered  up  on 
the  cuse  sheets.  This  is  a vei*y  important  improvement.  Better 
histories  can  now  be  obtained,  as  patients  are  more  communicative 
than  when  interviews  had  to  be  conducted  in  a corner  of  one  of  the 
main  rooms.  The  doctor  has  also  better  opportunities  of  rebuking  poor 
attenders,  and  giving  advice  to  individual  cases. 

The  provision  of  three  separate  cubicles  for  irrigation  extends 
considerably  the  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  gonorrhoea. 
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Additional  equipment  has  been  obtained  to  bring  the  clinic  up  to 
the  highest  standard  of  efficiency.  In  this  connection  the  purchase  of 
a suitable  microscope  may  be  mentioned ; with  dark-ground  illumin- 
ation the  spironema  pallida,  the  causal  organism  of  syphilis,  can 
be  detected  in  suitable  specimens.  Specimens  of  all  patients  are  now 
taken  at  the  clinic,  and  smears  made,  stained,  and  examined.  Each 
new  case  of  gonorrhoea  attending  has  a microscopic  diagnosis  made  to 
confirm  the  clinical  diagnosis,  and  patients  are  not  discharged  till 
negative  results  are  obtained. 

A new  system  of  filing  case  sheets  has  been  adopted.  Each 
individual  sheet  is  kept  in  a separate  file  together  with  any  other  letters 
or  information  concerning  the  case,  so  that  all  details  of  the  patient  are 
available  as  soon  as  his  sheet  has  been  extracted  from  the  cabinet.  In 
addition,  by  a s^^stem  of  main  divisions  in  the  cabinet  itself,  the  cases 
attending  during  each  quarter  or  month  can  be  kept  separate.  This 
helps  considerably  in  keeping  records  up  to  date,  and  is  a check  on  those 
ceasing  to  attend  ; if  a patient’s  sheet  does  not  get  moved  up  into 
the  new  quarter,  and  he  is  not  on  a period  of  rest  from  treatment,  it 
is  evident  that  he  has,  of  his  own  accord,  stopped  attending  and  requires 
looking  up. 


TEEATMENT  CAEEIED  OUT  AT  THE  CLINIC. 

Dr.  Eichardson  Lovell,  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  has,  throughout 
the  year,  carried  out  the  work  of  the  clinic. 

During  the  year  1,020  persons  were  dealt  with  as  out-patients  at 
the  clinic.  These  made  3,597  attendances. 

The  aggregate  number  of  “ m-patient  ” days  was  389. 

Full  details  are  set  out  in  Tables  V 1 and  V 2. 

Patients  who  cease  to  attend. — Patients  under  treatment  for 
venereal  disease  are  particularly  apt  to  cease  attending  before  their 
course  of  treatment  is  completed.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
symptoms  and  evident  signs  of  the  disease  clear  up  before  actual  cure 
has  taken  place,  and  before  the  patient  has  ceased  to  be  infective  and 
a danger  to  others. 

During  the  past  year  38  patients  who  had  thus  broken  off  in  the 
middle  of  treatment  were  privately  written  to.  Of  these,  19  returned 
and  their  treatment  was  resumed.  In  3 cases  the  letters  were  returned 
marked  “ Not  known.”  The  remaining  16  produced  no  result. 

Notes  regarding  venereal  diseases  among  children — Children  attend 
the  V.D.  clinics  on  Tuesday  evenings  or  Friday  afternoons,  when  they 
can  be  brought  up  with  their  mothers.  In  this  way  the  older  school 
boys  do  not  have  to  mix  up  with  the  patients  in  the  male  clinic.  Most 
of  the  children  are  congenital  cases,  although  acquired  infections  are 
met  with.  During  the  year  only  cases  of  syphilis  have  been  seen  ; there 
have  not  been  any  cases  of  soft  sore  or  gonorrhoea. 

Acquired  syphilis. 

There  has  been  one  case  of  acquired  syphilis  in  a boy  of  12.  The 
site  of  the  primai’y  sore  was  not  determined,  but  he  had  a definite 
secondary  rash  with  adenitis  and  a strongly  positive  Wassermann 
reaction. 
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Congenital  syphilis. 

These  can  be  divided  roughly  into  two  classes — 

1.  Children  who  have  been  apparently  healthy  in  infancy  but  who 
have  shown  signs  of  the  diseases  later,  generally  at  or  about  the 
age  of  7-8  years. 

2.  Children  of  syphilitic  mothers  attending  the  clinic,  and  cases 
showing  syphilitic  rashes  or  signs  in  early  infancy. 

1.  — Instances  of  the  former  class  (often  first  seen  at  the  School 
Clinics)  are  the  following: — 

(a)  Two  children  of  school  age,  seen  at  the  Eye  Clinic,  were 
found  to  have  diseased  retinge,  probably  due  to  congenital  syphilis. 
They  were  sent  to  the  V.D.  Clinic,  where  further  signs  of  congenital 
disease  were  found,  including  a strongly  positive  Wassermann 
reaction.  The  mother  gave  a typical  history,  having  had  two 
children  who  died  undersized  and  young  of  convulsions,  followed 
by  the  two  girls  in  question  who  were  apparently  healthy  at  birth. 
The  father  was  dead.  The  mother,  unfortunately,  would  not  agree 
to  an  examination  of  her  blood  being  made.  No  doubt  if  a test 
had  been  taken  it  w^ould  have  been  found  positive,  and  with 
treatment  the  possibility  of  syphilitic  children  occurring  on  a 
second  marriage  would  have  been  prevented.  The  mother  ceased 
attending  with  these  children  before  their  course  of  treatment  was 
completed. 

(h)  A similar  case  was  that  of  a widow  sent  from  the  Eye 
Clinic  with  a boy  who,  apparently  healthy  at  birth,  developed  eye 
changes  at  about  8 years  of  age.  The  boy  was  put  on  suitable 
treatment ; his  general  condition  has  improved  but  the  eye  changes 
K cannot  be  expected  to  alter  very  much.  In  this  case  the  mother 
If  consented  to  undergo  a course  of  treatment  and  her  health  has 
' considerably  improved. 

2.  — The  infectious  nature  of  the  type  occurring  in  younger  babies 
with  definite  rashes,  etc.,  is  demonstrated  by  the  following  sequence: — 

A girl  reported  at  the  clinic  with  definite  signs  of  secondary 
syphilis,  and  history  of  sore  throat  for  several  weeks.  There  was 
no  definite  history  to  account  for  infection.  She  was  put  under 
treatment  and  her  condifion  improved  rapidly.  Several  months 
later  a baby  was  sent  up  to  the  clinic  with  signs  of  congenital 
syphilis.  It  was  then  found  that  the  girl  had  been  in  intimate 
contact  with  this  baby,  and  no  doubt  had  been  infected  by  kissing 
the  child,  the  primary  sore  being  the  cause  of  the  sore  throat.  The 
girl,  the  child,  and  the  child’s  mother  are  now  all  under  treatment, 
and  making  good  progress. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

(n)  At  the  clinic  I5I  smears  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
gonococci. 

{h)  ^ At  the  University  of  Liverpool  Professor  Beattie  examined 
558  specimens,  326  of  these  being  sent  from  the  clinic,  and  232  from 
private  medical  practitioners.  Of  the  specimens  sent,  547  were  for  the 
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Wassermann  reaction,  10  for  the  detection  of  gonococci,  and  1 for  the 
detection  of  spirochetes. 


TREATMENT  OF  BIRKENHEAD  PATIENTS  CARRIED  OUT 
AT  OTHER  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


So  far  as  has  been  ascertained  from  official  returns  which  have  been 
received  from  other  areas,  18  Birkenhead  patients  attended  other  treat- 
ment centres,  as  shown  in  Table  V 3. 


ISSUE  OF  SALVARSAN  SUBSTITUTES. 

Salvarsan  substitutes  were  issued  during  the  year  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  treatment  centre  at  the  Borough 
Hospital 

To  the  Medical  Officer,  Birkenhead  Union  Infirmary 
To  two  approved  local  practitioners. 


PROPAGANDA. 

The  following  lectures  were  given  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Merseyside  Boroughs  V.D.  Education  Committee,  to  which  the  Birken- 
head Corporation  pays  an  annual  contribution: — 

Mar.  16th — Conway  St.  School.  Lecture  to  Women  by  Miss  Matheson. 
April  9th — Rock  Ferry.  Lecture  to  Women  by  Dr.  Hanson. 

April  12th — Conway  St.  School.  Lecture  to  Women  by  Dr.  Hanson. 

Nov.  13th — Tramway  Sheds.  Lecture  to  Tramways  Workers  by  Dr. 
Lovell. 

Nov.  15th — Gasworks.  Lecture  to  Gasworkers  by  Dr.  Lovell. 

Nov.  17th — Electricity  Works.  Lecture  to  Electricity  Workers  by  Dr. 
Lovell. 

Nov.  27th — Beechcroft.  Lecture  to  Women  by  Dr.  Deacon. 

Nov.  29th — Lee’s  Tapestry  Works.  Lecture  to  Female  Employees  by 
Dr.  Deacon. 

Dec.  3rd — St.  Peter’s  Church,  Rock  Ferry.  Lecture  to  Men  by  Dr. 
Stacey. 

Dec.  5th — Central  Library.  Lecture  to  Midwives  and  Nurses  by  Dr. 

Deacon.  ^ \ 

Dec.  15th — Central  Library’.  Lecture  to  Midwives  and  Nurses  by  Dr.  i 
Deacon.  O 
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TABLE  VI. 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 
during  the  year,  classified  according  to  the  diseases  dealt  with. 


Syphilis 

Soft  chancre 

Gonoi 

•rhcea 

Conditions 

other  than 
venereal 

Total 

M. 

K. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 Number  of  persons  who,  on  the 

1st  January,  1923,  were  under 
treatment  or  observation  for  ... 

463 

98 

5 

183 

11 

15 

14 

666 

123 

2.  Number  of  ]»ersons  dealt  with  dur- 
ing the  year  in  the  out-patient 
clinic  for  the  first  time  and  found 
to  be  suffering  from — 

Syphilis  only 

63 

28 

63 

28 

Soft  chancre  only  

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

Gonorrhcea  only  

— 

— 

— 

— 

73 

4 

— 

— 

73 

4 

Syphilis  and  soft  chancre 

2 

-- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Syphilis  and  gonorrhcea  

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Gonorrhcea  and  soft  chancre  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Syphilis,  soft  chancre  & gonorrhcea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Conditions  other  than  venereal  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

11 

31 

11 

Total — Item  2 

66 

29 

14 

— 

75 

5 

31 

11 

186 

45 

Total — Items  1 and  2 

529 

127 

19 

— 

258 

16 

46 

25 

852 

168 

3.  Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to 

attend  the  out-patient  clinic 
(a)  before  completing  the  first 
course  of  treatment  for  

21 

8 

8 

178 

10 

207 

18 

" (6)  after  one  or  more  courses,  but 

before  completion  of  treatment 
^ for  

313 

62 

313 

62 

(f)  after  completion  of  treatment, 
but  before  final  tests  as  to 
cure,  of  

104 

12 

3 

26 

133 

12 

4.  Number  of  persons  transferred  to 
other  treatment  centres  aftei 
treatment  for 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

fi.  Number  of  pei’sons  discharged 
from  the  out-jiatient  clinic  after 
completion  of  treatment  and 
ob.sc‘rvation  for 

4 

1 

4 

9 

17 

1 

6.  NumWr  of  persons  who,  on  the 
1st  January,  1924,  were  under 
treatment  or  observation  for  ... 

84 

43 

3 

— 

45 

3 

8 

1 

140 

47 

Total — Items  3,  4,  5 and  6 

529 

127 

19 

— 

258 

16 

8 

1 

814 

144 

Out-patient  attendances — 

7 (a)  For  individual  attention  by  the 
Medicjil  Officer  

1271 

806 

47 

1041 

65 

80 

38 

2439 

909 

(ft)  For  intermediate  treatment— 
e.fif.,  irrigations,  dressings,  &c... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

249 

— 

— 

— 

249 

— 

Total  attendances  .. 

1271 

806 

47 

_ 

1290 

65 

80 

38 

2688 

909 

8.  Aggregate  number  of  “in-i)atient 
days”  of  treatment  given  to 
persons  who  were  suffering  from 

79 

38 

27 

181 

64 

287 

102 

For  detection  of  ] For 


9.  Examinations  of  pathological  material — 

(a)  S]>ecimens  which  were  examined  at,  and  by 
the  medical  officer  of,  the  treatment  centre 

Spirochetes 

Gonococci 

Other 

organisms 

W assermann 
reaction 

151 

_ 

(b)  S|)ecimens  from  persons  attending  at  the 
treatment  centre,  which  were  sent  for  ex- 
amination to  an  a])]»roved  laboratory  ... 

_ 



326 

* These  included  a ver>'  large  number  of  patients  who,  although  their  names  were  still  on  the 
register,  had  long  since  ceased  to  attend  the  cjinic.  A drastic  revision  of  the  list  was 
made  early  in  the  vear,  and  the  names  of  all  patients  not  actually  in  attendance  were 
removed. 
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TABLE  V 2. 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 
during  the  year,  classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients 

resided. 


Birkenhead 

Cheshire 

Wallasey 

Sunderland  | 

Carnarvon  | 

Glasgow 

Dumbarton 

Sheffield 

Chester 

Liverpool 

A.  Number  of  persons  from  each  area 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  at  or 
in  connection  with  the  out-patient 
clinic  for  the  first  time,  and  found 
to  be  suffering  from — 

Syphilis  

81 

12 

1 

1 

95 

Soft  chancre 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 







— - 

14 

Gonorrhoea  

67 

8 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

80 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

37 

2 

1 

2 

42 

Total 

198 

22 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

231 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  at  the 
out-patient  clinic  of  all  patients 
residing  in  each  area  

3319 

210 

47 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3597 

C.  Ag-gregate  number  of  “ in-patient 
days  ” of  all  patients  residing  in 
each  area  

327 

62 

389  S 

D.  Number  of  doses  of  salvarsan  sub- 
stitutes given  in  the — 

1.  Out-patient  clinic  

1440 

89 

28 

10 

1 

1568 

2.  In-patient  department 

to  patients  residing  in  each  area 

TABLE  V 3. 

Statement  showing  particulars  of  Birkenhead  cases  treated  at  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics  in  other  areas. 


Name  of  town 

No.  of 
pa- 
tients 

Disease 

Attend- 

ances at 
out- 
patient 
clinic 

No.  of 
in-patient 
days 

Doses  of  salvarsan 
substitutes  given  in 

Out-patient 

clinic 

In-patient 

departmeni 

Liverpool  

(David  Lewis 
NorthernHos.) 

10 

Syphilis  - 

Gonorrhoea 4 

Conditions  other  than  venereal  6 

1 305 

— 

43 

Wallasey  

4 

Syphilis 1 

Gonorrhoea 3 

j 26 

— 

26 

- 

Green  wicli  

4 

Syphilis  3 

1 192 

155 

15 

Bubo 1 

Oilier  infeciious  diseiues. 
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  WHICH  AEE  NOTIFIABLE. 

The  infectious  diseases  which  (in  addition  to  tuberculosis, 
already  dealt  with)  were  compulsorily  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  at  any  time  during  the  past  year  are  as  follows: — 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Typhus  fever. 

Typhoid  fever. 

Continued  fever. 

Relapsing  fever. 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

Acute  encephalitis  lethargica. 

Acute  polio-encephalitis. 

Acute  poliomyelitis. 

Puerperal  fever. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

Cholera. 

Pneumonia  (acute  primary  and  infiuenzrd) . 

Malaria. 

Dysentery. 

Trench  fever. 

Cases  notified  in  1923. — During  the  year  1,013  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  were  notified  to  me.  These  are  set 
out  in  Tables  I 1 and  I 2. 

TABLE  I 1. 


Infectious  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  notified  during  1923  ; 
showing  seasonal  incidence. 


Disea.se 

Jan. 

rel,.j 

War. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Smallpox  

_ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

Scarlatina  

Diplitheria  and  nienibra- 

2.5  j 

22 

21 

25 

33 

40 

28 

31 

44 

52 

41 

43 

405 

noiLs  croup 

1 18 

8 

6 

8 

7 

12 

13 

3 

13 

19 

18 

6 

131 

Erysipelas  

1 8 

6 

f) 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

— 

3 

3 

1 

36 

Tv]»hus  fever 





















' 



Typhoid  fever  

2 





1 





1 







1 

1 

6 

Continued  fever 

1 

























Relajtsiii"  fever 

1 _ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 



— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Cerehro-spinal  meningitis 
Encejilialiti.s  lethargica 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

(acute) 

1 

6 

1 

— 





1 

— 

4 

1 

— 

14 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

- . 

Poliomyelitis  (acute) 

— 

— 

— 



— 





— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Pucrjieral  fever  

3 

— 



2 









1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

2 

2 

8 

8 

4 

4 

5 

5 

2 

3 

3 

3 

49 

Cholera  









Pneumonia 

32 

31 

33 

29 

29 

18 

16 

15  i 

17 

37 

33 

64 

354 

Malaria  



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 







6 

Oy.'^eider}'  















'I’rench  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

90 

ITT 

' 81 

I77 

1 75 

80 

64 

57 

i 80 

118 

102 

118  il013 
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TABLE  I 2. 


Infectious  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  notified  during  1923 ; 

showing  ages. 


Disease 

and. 
1 yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-5 

yrs. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

15-20 

yrs. 

20-35 

yrs. 

35-45 

yrs. 

45-65 

yrs. 

65 

yrs. 

up 

To- 

tal 

Smallpox  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Scarlatina  ..  

1 

11 

21 

33 

29 

197 

74 

19 

15 

2 

3 



405 

Diphtheria  and  membra- 

nous  croup 

4 

6 

6 

8 

10 

52 

24 

12 

6 

— 

3 

— 

131 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

10 

5 

12 

5 

36 

Typhus  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

6 

Continued  fever 

Tv  PI  fkQi n cf  ■pp vpv 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

(acute) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5 

3 

— 

3 

— 

14 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (acute) 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Puerperal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

49 

49 

Cholera  

Pneumonia 

35 

49 

24 

22 

15 

41 

29 

14 

47 

20 

43 

15 

354 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

6 

Dysentery  

Trench  fever  

Total  

89 

67 

53 

64 

54 

297 

128 

55 

88 

34 

64 

20 

1013 

Encephalitis  lethar^ica. — 14  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
Of  these  7 cases  were  treated  in  general  hospitals,  1 was  treated  in  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  6 were  treated  at  home.  All 
recovered  with  the  exception  of  2 cases  (M.  55  years  and  M.  9 years; 
1 died  in  a general  hospital  and  1 died  at  home) . 

The  above  is  the  largest  number  of  cases  of  encephalitis  lethargica 


recorded  since  this  disease  was  made  notifiable  in  1919.  The  annual 
figures  are  as  follows: — 

1919  4 

1920  2 

1921  3 

1922  3 

1923  14 


Cerebro-spinal  fever. — ^3  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz. — 

Male,  10  years  of  age,  and  male,  2 years  of  age;  treated  at 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Birkenhead,  and  subsequently 
recovered. 

Female,  17  years  of  age ; treated  at  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  Birkenhead,  and  subsequently  died. 


Smallpox. — There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  notified  in  Birken- 
head during  the  year.  This  disease  was,  however,  present  in  epidemic 
form  in  many  parts  of  England  throughout  the  whole  year,  2,473  cases 
being  notified. 


other  infectious  diseases. 
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VACCINATION. 

The  following  is  the  latest  completed  information  relative  to 
vaccination  in  the  Borough  and  relates  to  the  period  1st  January,  1922, 


to  dlst  Becember,  1922,  viz.: — 

No.  of  births  3461 

Successfully  vaccinated  2343 

Insusceptible  8 

Had  smallpox  — 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  statutoi*y  declarations  of 

conscientious  objection  have  been  received 652 

Died  unvaccinated  220 

Postponements,  removals,  or  cases  not  found,  etc 238 


DISINFECTION. 

Books. — 91  Public  Library  books  were  collected  from  infected 
houses  and  disinfected. 

Dwellings. — 860  house-disinfecting  notices  were  served ; 810 

houses  or  parts  of  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Bedding  and  clothes. — Infected  bedding  and  clothes  were  collected 
from  828  dw'ellings  and  disinfected  at  the  disinfecting  station.  In  226 
further  cases  infected  or  discarded  bedding  and  clothes  were  destroyed. 

Visits  and  revisits  paid  to  houses,  etc.,  by  Disinfecting  Inspector. — 

Inspector  Taylor  paid  3,338  visits  and  revisits  to  property  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  disinfection  after  infectious  diseases 
(including  tuberculosis) . 

Cleansing  of  persons. — A special  bath  is  provided  at  the  disinfecting 
station  in  Corporation  Eoad  for  dealing  with  persons  who  voluntarily 
under  the  Cleansing  of  Persons  Act,  1897.  During  the  year  1 case 
was  dealt  with. 


ISSUE  OF  DIPHTHEKIA  ANTITOXIN. 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  (outside  London)  Order,  1910,  diphtheria  antitoxin  was  issued 
to  8 medical  practitioners ; a total  of  48,000  units  was  given  out. 


THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 


j Cases  treated  during  1923. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were 
I 32  patients  in  hospital.  New  cases  admitted  during  the  year  numbered 
I 398,  making  a total  of  430  patients  dealt  with.  42  patients  were  in 
I hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

i 
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The  diseases  treated,  together  with  the  sex  of  the  patients  and 
particulars  as  to  recoveries  and  deaths,  are  shewn  below. 


TABLE  I 3. 


Patients  sent  in 
as  suffering  from 

In  hospital 
at  beginning 
of  year 

Admitted 
during  year 

Died 

during  year 

Discharged 

cured 

during  year 

Remaining 
in  hospital  at 
end  of  year 

Scarlet  fever  

10 

149 

2 

140 

17 

F. 

11 

161 

1 

152 

19 

Diphtheria 

6 

36 

6 

35 

1 

F. 

4 

44 

6 

37 

5 

Enteric  fever 

...M. 











F. 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Encephalitis  lethergica 

F. 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

...M. 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

F. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

32 

398 

17 

371 

42 

E.  P.  Smith  memorial  fund. — One  suitable  case  received  benefit 
from  this  fund  during  1923. 


HOME  NUESING. 

The  arrangement  made  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Birken- 
head District  Nursing  Society,  dating  from  1st  July,  1919,  provides  for 
the  home  nursing  of  cases  of  influenza  and  pneumonia.  During  the  year 
1923  the  Society’s  nurses  paid  1,907  visits  in  respect  of  105  cases. 


Municipal  lahoratory. 
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MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY. 


Clinical  examinations. — The  nature  and  number  of  the  examina- 
tions, etc.,  made  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory  during  1923  is  shown  in 
the  following  table: — 


Exaniinatioii 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Total 

Sputum  for  !>.  tuberculosis  

94 

336 

430 

Other  material  for  11  tuberculosis  

1 

2 

3 

Cultures  for  B.  diphtherite  

98 

•287 

385 

Blood  tests  (Widal)  against  enteric  group  

2 

6 

8 

195 

631 

826 

Other  examinations  were  made  as  follows  ; — 


Cerebro-spinal  fluid  12 

Smears  for  gonococci  115 

Miscellaneous  22 


149 


Bacteriological  examinations  of  water. — Examinations  of  the  Alwen 
water  supply  were  conducted  at  the  laboratory  during  the  year.  The 
routine  examinations  included  the  following  tests: — 

(a)  Estimation  of  total  micro-organisrns  per  cubic  centi- 
metre. (Incubation  carried  out  for  24,  48,  72  hours  and 
7 days  on  gelatine  and  agar  at  room  temperature,  and 
on  agar  at  37‘^C  for  24,  48,  and  72  hours.  Fermentation 
tests  on  bile- salt  lactose  agar  for  24,  48  and  72  hours  at 

370C.) 

(h)  Examination  for  presence  of  organisms  of  coli  group  in 
100,  50,  10,  5 and  1 cc.  ; incubating  for  24,  48,  and  72 
• hours. 

{c)  Further  examinations  arising  out  of  positive  findings  (if 
any)  under  (a)  and  (h)  above ; in  the  case  of  {h)  for 
mobility,  liquefaction  of  gelatine,  indol  formations, 
sugar  reactions,  etc. 

{d)  Control  tests  if  required  with  tap  water  inoculated  with 
bacillus  coli  communis,  together  with  other  necessary 
controls. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

ADMINISTEATIVE  ABEANGEMENTS. 

The  work  of  dealing  with  cases  of  mental  deficiency  in  the  Borough 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  is 
carried  out  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Committee,  with  the  Town 
Clerk  as  clerk  to  the  committee. 

Mentally  defective  children  between  the  ages  of  7 and  16  are  dealt 
with  by  the  Education  Committee  under  the  Elementary  Education 
(Defective  and  Epileptic  Children)  Acts,  1899  and  1914. 

At  the  end  of  1923  the  medical  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of 
ascertainment  of  cases,  certification,  etc.,  consisted  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  Medical  Officers ; and  14  nurses  gave 
part  time  to  home  visiting. 


CASES  DEALT  WITH  UNDEK  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT, 

1913. 

During  the  year  9 new  cases  were  reported ; bringing  the  total 
number  of  cases  dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913, 
since  that  Act  came  into  force,  to  194. 

3 cases  were  sent  to  institutions  by  judicial  order. 

1 case  was  sent  into  an  institution  as  an  “ election  ” patient. 

6 cases  were  placed  under  supervision  pending  institutional 
vacancy  arising ; 2 cases  were  placed  under  home  supervision ; 1 

case  was  admitted  to  the  workhouse  as  a poor  law  case;  1 case  was 
removed  to  hospital  under  Lunacy  Acts ; 2 cases  were  discharged  from 
institutions. 

4 cases  died  during  the  year. 

9 first  visits  and  479  revisits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  mental 
defectives  by  the  health  nurses. 


CASES  DEALT  WITH  UNDER  THE  ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION 
(DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN)  ACTS, 

1899  and  1914. 

Reference  to  this  subject  will  be  found  in  the  school  medical 
inspection  section  of  this  report  (page  93) . 


Welfare  of  the  blind. 


55 


WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

ADMINISTKATIVE  AKKANGEMENTS. 


During  the  earlier  part  of  this  year  the  scheme  which  was  adopted 
by  the  Town  Council  on  6th  April,  1922,  and  which  became  operative 
on  1st  June,  1922,  was  in  force. 

This  scheme,  however,  covered  a period  of  one  year  only.  A 
revised  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Health  Committee  and  after 
being  passed  by  the  Town  Council  on  4th  July,  1923,  has  received  the 
approval  of  the  Ministi’y  of  Health. 

Appointment  of  Sub-committee. — The  new  scheme  provides  for 
the  appointment  of  a Blind  Persons  Act  Sub-committee  of  the  Health 
Committee,  to  consist  of: 

(1)  The  Chairman,  the  Deputy  Chairman,  and  three  members 
of  the  Health  Committee,  one  of  whom  shall  be  the 
Council’s  representative  on  the  Cornwallis  Street  Institu- 
tions’ Committee  ; the  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Committtee 
to  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee. 

(2)  One  representative  appointed  by  the  Education  Com- 
mittee, who  shall  be  a member  of  the  Council. 

(3)  Two  representatives  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

(4)  One  representative  preferably  resident  in  Birkenhead 
appointed  by  the  Cornwallis  Street  Institutions. 

(5)  One  representative  of  the  employable  blind  persons 
(resident  in  Birkenhead)  and  employed  at  the  Liverpool 
Workshops  for  the  Blind,  to  be  appointed  on  the 
nomination  of  the  men  residing  in  this  Borough,  engaged 
in  the  Workshops. 

Work  of  the  Sub-Committee.  — This  includes 

(1)  Investigating  by  arrangement  with  the  authorities  con- 
cerned all  applications  by  or  on  behalf  of  blind  persons 
requiring  aid,  whether  such  applications  are  made  direct 
to  the  Sub-Committee,  to  the  Believing  Officers  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  to  Societies  for  the  Blind,  or  to 
visitors  to  the  Blind ; nothing  in  the  scheme  being 
deemed  to  curtail  the  statutory  duties  of  Believing 
Officers  with  respect  to  the  relief  of  temporarily  urgent 
cases,  which  cases,  however,  shall  be  reported  forthwith 
to  this  Sub-Committee. 

(2)  Becommending  and  arranging  for  assistance  in  money  or 
in  kind  in  regard  to  education,  technical  training,  employ- 
ment, and  general  welfare  of  the  Blind,  including  hospital 
treatment  for  sick  cases,  suitable  institutional  treatment 
for  those  requiring  special  care,  industrial  training  in 
training  homes,  and  supervision  or  arranging  for  the 
supervision  of  the  recipients  of  such  assistance. 


56 


Welfare  of  the  blind 

Liverpool  Institutions. — The  scheme  provides  for  the  utilisation, 
on  behalf  of  Birkenhead  cases,  of  the  Liverpool  Workshops  for  the  Blind 
and  of  the  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the 
Blind. 

Registration. — A register  of  all  blind  persons  in  the  Borough  is 
kept  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Care  of  children  under  school  a^e. — Blind  children  under  school 
age  are  visited  periodically  by  the  Health  Nurses  on  the  staff  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  (The  Health  Nurses  also  visit  from  time 
to  time  all  other  blind  persons  in  their  districts.) 

Education  of  children  between  5 and  16  years  of  age. — The  case 
of  any  child  between  5 and  16  years  of  age  is  referred  by  the  Sub- 
Committee  to  the  Education  Committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  provide 
for  the  education  of  any  such  child. 

Education  and  training  of  young  persons  and  adults. — The  Sub- 
Committee  will  confer  when  desirable  with  the  Education  Committee  in 
regard  to  the  education  and  training  of  any  young  persons  and  adults 
needing  special  training. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  provision  of  home  teaching 
for  blind  persons  residing  in  their  own  homes,  and  instruction  in  reading 
raised  types,  craft,  etc. 

The  whole  of  the  time  of  one  of  the  Liverpool  Home  Teaching 
Society’s  teachers  is  now  allocated  to  Birkenhead  (this  officer  is 
attached  to  the  staff  of  the  Medical  Officer.) 

# 

Employment,  additional  financial  help,  and  augmentation.— 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Liverpool  Workshops  for  the 
Blind,  and  with  the  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead  Home  Teaching  Society, 
for: — 

(1)  The  provision  of  employment  of  trained  blind  persons  in 
the  Cornwallis  Street  Workshops  at  standard  rates  of 
wages  and  benefits,  pending  the  establishment  of  local 
branch  workshops  at  present  under  consideration ; 

(2)  The  augmentation  of  the  wages  of  blind  persons  employed  ; 

(3)  The  provision,  in  suitable  cases,  of  home  employment  for 
those  who,  for  lack  of  accommodation,  cannot  obtain 
admission  to  a workshop,  or  for  some  other  satisfactory 
reason  cannot  attend  a workshop. 

(4)  The  provision  and  maintenance  of  hostel  accommodation 
for  those  being  trained  or  employed  in  approved  workshops 
who,  for  lack  of  housing  accommodation,  or  for  some  other 
satisfactory  reason,  require  such  provision. 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  submission  by  each  of  these  institu- 
tions of  a quarterlv  report  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  setting  out 
in  detail  particulars  of  the  individual  Birkenhead  cases  dealt  with 
during  the  quarter  and  the  precise  nature  of  the  services  rendered  to 
each  case. 
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Relief. — Temporary  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Birken- 
head Board  of  Guardians  whereby  the  Board  have  consented  to  accept 
the  services  of  a paid  officer  of  the  Council  whose  duty  in  relation  to  the 
Board  shall  be  to  receive  applications  for  relief  or  assistance  made  by, 
or  on  behalf  of,  any  blind  person  resident  within  the  borough ; to 
present  the  case  to  the  Sub-Committee  for  adjudication  and  to  report 
to  the  Board  any  recommendation  of  the  Sub-Committee  relating  to 
relief  or  assistance  required  by  the  applicant  which  cannot  be  granted 
by  the  Health  Committee,  but  which  might  be  granted  by  the  Board ; 
to  perform  such  duty  as  may  be  required  by  the  Board  in  the  matter 
of  furnishing  written  records,  information  and  accounts  on  individual 
cases  relieved  wholly  or  in  part  by  the  Board  or  by  the  Sub-Committee, 
and  to  attend  the  Board’s  Belief  Committees  on  request. 

The  arrangements  provide  for  the  payment  by  the  Board  to  the 
Sub-Committee,  through  the  Officer  before-mentioned,  of  any  monej^s 
which  may  from  time  to  time  be  granted  by  the  Board  in  respect  of 
blind  persons,  provided  that  the  Health  Committee  undertake 
responsibility  for  the  due  payment  of  the  moneys  to  the  persons  or 
bodies  to  wdiom  it  has  been  granted  by  the  Board,  and  also  undertake 
to  indemnify  the  Board  in  respect  of  any  such  moneys  being  improperly 
used  or  disposed  of. 


GENERAL  FACTS  REGARDING  BLIND  PERSONS  IN 
BIRKENHEAD. 


Number  and  ages  of  blind  persons. — The  total  number  of  blind 
persons  in  Birkenhead  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  1920,  on  1st  July,  1923,  was  128;  of  these  71  were  males  and  57 
females. 


Age. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

0—  5 

— 

— 

— 

5—16 

5 

4 

9 

16—21 

2 

4 

6 

21-30 

! 7 

— 

7 

30—40 

7 

5 

12 

40—50 

9 

2 

11 

50—60 

15 

11 

26 

60—70 

13 

20 

33 

Over70 

13 

11 

24 

Total  ...  71 

57 

128 

Age  incidence 

of  blindness. — An  endeavour  was 

made  to  ascertain 

the  age  at  which  blindness  came  on  in  each  case.  The  following  is  based 
on  the  statements  of  the  blind  persons  themseves  or  their  relations: — 
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Age  at  onset  of  blindness  M. 

0—  1 11 

1—  5 2 

5—10  2 

10—20  9 

20—30  5 

30—40  6 

40—50  7 

50—60  8 

60—70  10 

Over70  2 

Xot  ascertained  ...  9 


F. 

9 

3 

2 

3 
1 

4 
7 

12 

9 

3 

4 


Total. 

20 

5 

4 

12 

6 

10 

14 

20 

19 

5 

13 


Total  ...  71 


57  ...  128 


Conditions  as  regards  employment — The  following  table  shows  the 
position  of  blind  persons  in  the  area  over  the  age  of  16  with  reference 
to  employment: — 

M.  F.  Total. 


Employed  ...  ...  21 

Trained  but  unemployed...  2 
Under  training  ...  ...  1 

Not  trained,  but  probably 

trainable  ...  ...  7 

Probably  unemployable  ...  35 
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The  occupations  of  the  employed  blind  in  the  area  were  as 


follows: — 

Agents,  collectors,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Basket  and  cane  workers  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

Brush  makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clerks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dealers  and  shopkeepers  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Domestic  s('rvants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Knitters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

jMusicians  and  Music  Teachers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Newsvendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Housework  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


43 


Total 
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HOUSING  AND  GENERAL  SANITATION. 
PART  (1)— HOUSING  REVIEW. 


A review  of  the  housing  conditions  obtaining  in  a large  centre  of 
population  is  necessaidly  a matter  of  some  intricacy,  involving  as  it 
does  consideration  of  the  extent  to  which  the  erection  of  buildings 
has  used  up  the  land  within  the  boundaries  of  the  area  ; of  the  density 
of  the  existing  buildings;  of  the  distribution  of  population,  and  the 
varying  density  of  population  in  different  parts  of  the  area;  of  the 
adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  the  supply  of  new  domestic  buildings  to 
meet  the  growth  of  population  and  to  supply  healthy  houses  in  sub- 
stitution for  houses  abandoned  as  unhealthy ; and  of  the  steps  taken 
to  eliminate  houses  of  the  hopelessly  unfit  type,  to  reconstruct  and 
improve  unsatisfactory  dwellings,  to  thin  out  congested  regions,  and 
generally  to  bring  the  housing  conditions  of  the  district  more  and  more 
into  line  with  the  standards  of  healthiness  and  decency  demanded  by 
a steadily  developing  and  advancing  public  opinion. 

Much  of  the  information  on  which  such  a review  must  be  based 
can  be  obtained  only  by  a general  census.  Hitherto  this  national  stock- 
taking— an  enormous  and  complicated  task — has  in  this  country  been 
carried  out  onlv  at  ten-year  intervals ; and  the  sifting  and  collation 
of  the  data  recorded  at  the  census  have  occupied  several  years  after 
the  actual  enumeration.  The  value  for  present-day  purposes  of  the 
statistics  collected  in,  and  elaborated  from,  the  census  of  1911  was 
necessarily  greatly  diminished  not  only  by  the  passage  of  time  but  also 
by  the  distortion  produced  during  the  war  period,  when  alongside  of 
the  enormous  depletion  of  the  male  population  and  a sharply  diminished 
birth-rate,  great  disturbances  in  population  distribution  occurred — large 
numbers  of  workers  and  their  families  migrating  into  areas  specially 
concerned  with  shipbuilding  and  certain  other  industries.  Further, 
the  period  since  1911  has  been  remarkable  for  an  unprecedented  decline, 
and.  indeed,  a virtual  cessation  in  the  erection  by  private  enterprise  of 
dwellings  of  the  cottage  type. 

Accordingly,  wFile  it  has  been  necessary  to  prepare  provisional 
estimates  with  regard  to  housing  conditions,  the  findings  of  the  1921 
census  had  to  be  awaited  for  accurate  information  as  to  the  post-war 
situation.  Even  at  the  time  of  writing  the  issue  of  the  1921  census 
reports  has  not  yet  been  completed,  but  during  1923  and  the  early  part 
of  the  present  year  much  valuable  information  has  become  available ; 
and  use  of  this  is  made  below. 

The  main  factors  to  be  considered — in  the  first  case  separately, 
I and  in  the  second  case  in  their  relation  one  to  the  other — are 

1.  — People 

2.  — Dwellings 

, 3. — Are£^ 
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and  the  essentials  of  the  housing  situation  in  a district  might  be  indicated 
in  diagrammatic  fashion  as  follows: — 


What  is  the  size  of  the  population?  How  many  dwellings  are  available? 
What  is  the  size  of  the  area?  How  is  the  population  accommodated 
in  the  existing  dwellings?  How  are  the  dwellings  distributed  upon  the 
available  land?  What  is  the  density  of  population  in  the  area? 


1._PE0PLE. 

Growth  of  population  in  recent  years. — The  population  of  Birken- 
head grew,  in  the  inter-censal  period  1901 — 1911,  from  110,915  to 
130,794;  an  increase  of  19,879,  or  17.9%.  Between  1911  and  1921 
the  population  grew  to  145,577 ; an  increase  of  14,783,  or  11.3%. 
During  the  latter  period  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  16,055, 
dud  tJae  less  by  migration  was  1,272. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  rate  of  growth  experienced  in  the 
1911 — 1921  decennium  was  less  than  that  between  1901  and  1911, 
there  is  nevertheless  a constantly  growing  number  of  people  in  the 
Borough  who  require  to  be  housed — the  growth  due  to  “ natural 
increase  ” and  immigration  not  being  counterbalanced  by  any 
appreciable  efflux  in  emigration  abroad,  in  a return  to  rural  occupations 
in  this  country,  or  in  transference  tO'  other  towns.* 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  in  1923  was,  as  is  stated  else- 
where in  this  report,  151,400. 


Number  and  size  of  private  families — The  total  number  of  private 
families  in  Birkenhead  as  enumerated  at  the  1921  census  was  31,475; 
the  number  of  jjersons  enumerated  in  private  families  being  139,988. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  private  families  as  between  1911 
and  1921  was  4,785,  or  17.9%. 

The  number  of  private  families  of  different  sizes,  and  the 
percentage  of  the  total  constituted  by  each  group,  is  shown  below: — 


See  “ Population  ” (page  3)  and  “ Local  Industries  ” (page  22) 
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Percentage  of 
No.  total  private 

families 


Families  consisting 

of  1 person  

1398 

u 

>) 

jj 

2 persons  

4799 

15.2 

) j 

3 

5988 

19.0 

4 „ 

5796 

18. 

n 

n 

5 „ 

4699 

...  1J^9 

9? 

6 „ 

3354 

...  10.7 

, ? 

V „ 

2315 

7.J, 

n 

8 „ 

1445 

J,.6 

55 

9 „ 

885 

2.8 

55 

10  „ 

464 

1.5 

55 

11  „ 

210 

07 

55 

12  „ 

81 

0.3 

?? 

55 

13  

26 

0.1 

)5 

14  „ 

5 

0.0 

55 

15  ,,  and  over 

10 

0.0 

31475  100.0 


The  average  number  of  i)ersons  per  family  was  4.45  in  1921,  as 
compared  with  4.72  in  1911. 

2._DWELLINGS. 

“ Structurally  separate  dwellings.” — Much  ambiguity  has  arisen 
in  the  past  owing  to  the  different  meanings  associated  with  the  terms 
used  in  setting  out  housing  statistics.  The  word  ” house  ” was  used 
in  reference  to  single  dwellings,  and  also  to  blocks  of  flats.  The  word 
tenement,”  which,  in  England,  is  used  for  one  dwelling  in  a block  of 
flats  is,  in  Scotland,  applied  to  the  whole  block,  perhaps  containing  a 
dozen  or  more  dwellings.  To  avoid  or  lessen  this  ambiguity,  a new  term 
” structurally  separate  dwelling,”  has  been  introduced  in  the  census 
reports  to  indicate  the  housing  unit  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  returns. 
The  term  is  defined  as  ‘ ‘ any  room  or  set  of  rooms  having  separate  access 
either  to  a street  or  to  a common  landing  or  staircase  accessible  to 
visitors.  ” 

The  number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  enumerated  in 
Birkenhead  as  occupied  hy  private  families  at  the  census  was  26,630. 

Rooms. — The  total  number  of  rooms  in  dwellings  occupied  by 
private  families  at  the  census  was  141,328;  an  average  of  5.31  rooms 
per  dwelling. 

Of  the  dwellings  occupied  by  private  families 


11% 

consisted 

of 

1-3 

rooms 

55% 

consisted 

of 

4-5 

rooms 

28% 

consisted 

of 

6-8 

rooms 

6% 

consisted 

of 

9 or 

more  rooms 

100 
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Classification  of  dwellings. — The  dwellings  in  the  Borough  were 


(dassified  as  follows: — 

Private  houses  89% 

Attached  to  shops,  offices,  warehouses,  etc.  ...  9% 

Maisonettes,  flats,  tenements,  etc 2% 


100 


Increase  in  dwellings,  1911-1921 — The  increase  of  dwellings  in 
Birkenhead  during  the  intercensal  period  is  stated  in  census  returns 
to  have  been  2,057,  or  8.3%. 


New  dwellings  erected,  1921-1923. — The  new  dwellings  erected  in 
the  Borough  between  the  date  of  the  census  and  the  end  of  1923  were 
as  follows: — 

(1)  Between  the  date  of  the  census  and  31st  December,  1922 
(a)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Hous- 


ing Act,  1919 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  177 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 19 

(5)  Other  ' 10 

206 


(2)  During  1923 

(a)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Hous- 
ing Acts,  1919  or  1923 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  

(h)  Other  


44 


121 


Total.. 327 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough. — The  approximate 
number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  descriptions  within  the  Borough, 
excluding  institutions,  on  31st  December,  1923  ,was  27,339. 

3._AKEA. 

Area  of  the  Borough. — The  area  of  the  Borough  (land  and  inland 
water)  was  at  the  time  of  the  1921  census  3,909  statute  acres.  This 
area  is  largely  built  over,  or  otherwise  occupied,  by  domestic  buildings, 
docks,  factories,  railway  stations,  and  sidings,  etc. 

Area  of  the  wards. — The  area  of  the  wards  in  the  Borough  was 


as  follows: — Acres. 

Argyle  294 

Bebington  247 

Claughton  i . . . 435 

Cleveland  668 

Clifton  294 

Egerton  627 

Grange  332 

Mersey  206 

Oxton  806 


3.909 
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4.— RELATION  OF  DWELLINGS  TO  AREA. 


Dwelling-density  in  wards — The  distribution  throughout  the 
Borough  of  the  structurally  separate  dwellings  in  occupation  on  census 
night  is  shown  below: — 


Ward. 

Area. 

(Acres). 

No.  of  structu- 
rally separate 
dwellings 
occupied. 

Dwellings 
per  acre* 

Rooms 

occupied. 

Grange  

332 

5199 

15.7 

26365 

Cleveland 

668 

4946 

7.4 

22915 

Clifton  

294 

4791 

16.3 

24850 

Egerton  

627 

4201 

6.7 

24458 

Argyle 

294 

2514 

8.5 

12129 

Claughton  

435 

1853 

4.3 

10573 

Mersey 

206 

1548 

7.5 

7649 

Oxton  

806 

892 

1.1 

7371 

Bebington  

247 

686 

2.8 

5018 

Birkenhead  

3909 

26630 

^7 

141328 

• Much  of  the  land  in  those  wards  which  contain  the  industrial  parts  of  the  Borough  is  occupied 

by  works,  docks,  etc. 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  high  house-density  is  associated  with 
a relatively  low  standard  of  healthiness.  This  is  not  always  demon- 
strable by  statistics  of  the  commoner  acute  infectious  diseases,  such  as 
scarlet  fever.  But  the  general  health  level  is  lower,  and  the  capacity 
for  happy  and  vigorous  living  is  less  where  people  are  herded  together 
in  closely-aggregated  dwellings.  Every  opportunity  should  be  taken  to 
counteract  the  disastrous  building  policy  of  previous  generations  not  only 
by  thinning  out  congested  districts  but  also  by  avoiding  the  erection  of 
new  dwellings  upon  spaces  cleared.  The  ideal  standard  of  a maximum 
of  twelve  houses  to  each  acre  used  entirely  for  housing  purposes  should 
be  kept  in  mind  not  only  for  small  spaces  hut  for  wide  areas. 

5.— RELATION  OF  PEOPLE  TO  AREA. 

Population-density  of  Borough. — The  number  of  persons  to  the 
acre  throughout  the  whole  Borough  was  37.2. 

If  the  total  population  and  total  acreage  of  aP  the  County  Boroughs 
in  England  and  Wales  be  taken  it  will  be  found  that  the  general  popula- 
tion-density prevailing  is  19.6. 

Thus  the  population  of  Birkenhead  has,  within  the  present 
boundaries  of  the  Borough,  approximately  half  the  area  which  would 
be  available  if  the  general  conditions  obtained  locally. 

This  fact  should  be  noted  when  any  schemes  for  housing  the 
surplus  population  at  present  living  in  other  people’s  houses  within  the 
Borough  are  being  considered.  Every  attempt  should  be  made  to  avoid 
giving  permanancy  to  an  undesirable  situation. 

Population  density  in  wards. — The  following  table  shows  the  wards 
arranged  in  order  of  population-density: — • 
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Ward. 

Population. 

Persons  per  acre. 

Grange  *. 

29401 

---  88-6 

Clifton  

24385 

83.0 

Argyle  

16883 

57.4 

Mersey  

9058 

44.0 

Cleveland  

28115 

42.1 

Egerton 

20716 

33.0 

Claughton  

8733 

20.1 

Bebington  

3862 

15.6 

Oxton  

4424 

5.5 

It  will  be  seen  that,  while  in  certain  wards  where  larger  houses  of 
the  “ residential  ” type  predominate  the  population-density  is  low,  in 
others  the  density  rises  to  a high  figure.  If  small  districts  within  certain 
wards  were  specially  selected,  instances  of  a much  greater  density  could 
easily  he  indicated. 

Increase  in  population-density  between  1911  and  1921. — During 
the  inter-censal  period  the  population-density  of  the  Borough  has 
increased  from  33.9  per  acre  to  37.2  per  acre.  This  increase  has  been 
felt  in  all  the  wards  of  the  Borough  with  the  exception  of  Mersey  and 
Oxton,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Ward. 

Population . 

Persons 

per  acre.* 

1911. 

1921. 

1911. 

1921. 

Grange 

26387 

29401 

79.8 

88.6 

Clifton 

23857 

24385 

80.1 

83.0 

Argyle 

15153 

16883 

53.3 

57.4 

]\  Terse  y 

8243 

9058 

57  0 

44.0 

Cleveland 

23722 

28115 

35.6 

42.1 

Egerton  

17157 

20716 

27.2 

33.0 

Claughton  

7909 

8733 

18.0 

20.1 

Bebington  

3568 

3862 

14.5 

15.6 

Oxton  

4798 

1 

4424 

5.8 

5.5 

Birkenhead  

130794 

145577 

33.9 

37.2 

* The  1911  densities  are  based  on  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  estimates  of  ward  areas:  the  1921 
densities  are  based  on  the  Registrar-General’s  estimates. 


6._KELATI0N  of  people  to  dwellings. 

Overcrowding  in  Birkenhead For  census  purposes,  overcrowding 

is  taken  to  mean  an  average  of  more  than  two  persons  per  room.  Thus, 
for  example,  a dwelling  of  three  rooms  would  be  regarded  as  “ over- 
crowded ” if  it  contained  seven  or  more  persons. 
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In  Birkenhead  there  were,  at  the  time  of  the  1921  census,  2,553  • 
dwellings  which  w'ere  overcrowded,  as  compared  with  1,305  in  1911. 

The  number  of  persons  living  under  conditions  of  overcrowding 
was  17,589  (12.6%  of  the  total  population)  as  compared  with  9,929 
in  1911  (7.8%  of  tJie  total  private  family  population) . 

Very  many  individual  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  could  be 
quoted.  The  above  figures  are  sufficient  to  indicate  the  urgent  need 
that  exists  for  additional  housing  accommodation  for  the  population  at 
present  living  in  the  Borough. 


Overcrowding  in  the  other  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales. 

— It  is  of  importance  for  the  purposes  of  comparison  that  the  situation 
of  Birkenhead  should  be  compared  with  that  of  other  towns. 

The  aggregate  population  of  the  82  County  Boroughs  of  England 
and  Wales  was  12,074,567.  Of  this  total,  10.8%  were  living  in  over- 
crowded dwellings  on  census  night,  1921.  A complete  list  is  set  out 
' below,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  wide  variation  existed.  Eesidential 
towns  and  health  resorts  have,  as  might  be  expected,  a low  overcrowd- 
ing figure.  A tendency  exists  for  towns  in  a given  locality  to  have 
^ similar  conditions ; thus  the  three  Merseyside  industrial  Boroughs, 

1 Liverpool,  Birkenhead  and  Bootle  have  percentages  of  12.1,  12.6,  and 
11.6  respectively,  and  the  large  towns  in  the  North  East  of  England  are 
grouped  together  with  overcrowding  percentages  of  30  and  over. 

Ihi 
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County  Boroughs. 

Percentage  of  pop' 
ulalion  in  private 
families  living 

County  Boroughs. 

Percentage  of  pop- 
ulation in  private 
familie.s  living 

Great  Yarmouth 

more  th.an  2 per- 
sons per  room. 

2.1 

Smethwick 

more  than  2 per- 
sons per  room. 

8.9 

Oxford  

2.3 

Bolton 

9.0 

Northampton 

2.7 

York  

9.3 

Leicester 

2.9 

Merthyr  Tydfil  

9.3 

Lurtoii-on-Trent 

3.0 

Newport,  Mon 

9.5 

Bournemouth 

3.0 

Birmingham  

10.2 

Derby  

3.5 

Bradford 

10.7 

Beading  

3.6 

Salford  

10.7 

Portsmouth 

3.7 

Walsall  

10.8 

Canterbury  

3.7 

Aggregate  of  82  County 

Bath  

3.8 

Boroughs 

10.85 

Blackburn  

3.9 

Barrow-in-Furness  .. 

11.0 

Ipswich  

4.1 

Stoke-on-Trent  

11.6 

N ottingham  

4.2 

Bootle 

11.6 

Lincoln  

43 

Swansea  

11.8 

Southport  

4.4 

Leeds  

12.0 

Eastbourne 

4.4 

Chester  

12.0 

Hastings 

4.5 

Sheffield 

12.1 

Bury  

4.7 

Warrington 

12.1 

Croydon  

4.7 

Liverpool  

12.1 

Gloucester  

4.9 

Botherham 

12.2 

Grimsby  

4.9 

BIBKENHEAD  .. 

12.6 

Blackpool  

5.0 

Halifax  

13.2 

Norwich  

5.1 

Huddersfield  

13.6 

Exeter 

5.1 

Wakefield  

14.0 

Worcester  

5.4 

Barnsley 

15.0 

Stockport  

5.5 

Wigan 

15.3 

Burnley  

5.6 

Middlesborough 

16.0 

Wallasey 

5.7 

West  Ham 

16.4 

Southampton  

6.7 

Dudley  

16  8 

Coventry 

6.7 

Plymouth  

16.9 

Bristol 

6.9 

West  Bromwich 

17.1 

Southend-on-Sea  . . 

6.9 

Darlington  

17.2 

Brighton 

7.2 

West  Hartlepool 

, 17.8 

Preston  

7.4 

Dewsbury  

18.0 

East  Ham  

7.8 

Carlisle  

19.0 

Wolverhampton 

7.9 

St.  Helens  

21.0 

Manchester 

7.9 

Newcastle-on-Tyne . 

, 33.6 

Oldham  

7.9 

Sunderland 

33.8 

Bochdale 

....  8.1 

Tynemouth 

34.4 

Cardiff 

8.6 

South  Shields 

36.5 

Kingston-upon-Hull 

8.7 

Gateshead  

, 37.0 

Dwelling  occupied  by  two  or  more  families. — The  structurally 
separate  dwellings  each  occu/pied  on  census  night  by  two  private 
families  numbered  3,035  ; by  three  or  more  private  families  753.  The 
size  of  the  dwellings,  and  the  distribution  of  families,  are  shov'Ti 
below: — 


Housing  and  general  sanitation 


67 


Dwellings  occupied. 

Size  of  dwellings. 

Total. 

1-3  rooms. 

4-5  rooms. 

6-8  rooms. 

9 or  more 

rooms. 

{a)  by  1 private  family  ... 

2787 

12962 

5787 

1306 

22842 

[b)  by  2 private  families... 

88 

1673 

1128 

146 

3035 

(c)  by  3 or  more  private 

families  

7 

122 

500 

124 

753 

2882 

14757 

7415 

157  6 

26630 

i Rooms  per  person. — The  rooms  available  per  person,  in  structurally 
separate  dwellings  in  the  various  wards  occupied  by  private  families,  are 
I shown  below: — 


Ward. 


Rooms  per  person. 


Argyle  0.76 

Cleveland  0.85 

Mersey  0.87 

Grange  0.92 

Clifton  1.03 

Claughton  1.24 

Egerton  1.25 

Bebington  1.53 

Oxton  1.75 


Birkenhead 


1.01 


For  families  living  in  1-9  rooms,  the  available  accommodation  per 
pei^ion  in  1921  was  0.97  rooms,  as  compared  with  1.02  in  1911. 

Of  the  total  population  in  private  families  in  the  Borough  at  the 
1921  census  (139,988),  77,324  were  living  in  dwellings  which  afforded 
less  than  one  room  per  person.  The  subjoined  table  shows  these 
classified  according  to  the  size  of  the  families  and  the  accommodation 
available. 
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No.  of  persons  in 
family. 


1 

2 

3 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9  

10  

11  

12  

13  

14  

1 5 and  over 

Population 

in  private  families 


Population 
with  under 

Population 
with.  3 and 

Population 
with.  5 and 

Population 
with.  7 and 

• .3  rooms 

under.  5 rooms 

under.  7 rooms 

under  l.Ornis. 

per  person. 

per  person. 

perperson. 

per  person. 

— 

— 

1 

1052 

— 

— 

1005 

3219 

— 

612 

— 

2648 

3068 

280 

1795 

3225 

5390 

126 

1026 

7770 

5952 

728 

2345 

3759 

7126 

424 

1680 

6528 

1912 

162 

3015 

3501 

801 

60 

1680 

2100 

5S0 

242 

1463 

385 

143 

108 

396 

408 

36 

26 

273 

26 

13 

28 

14 

14 

14 

18 

83 

48 

16 

2814 

14775 

34684 

25051 

17589 

(total  “overcrowded”  population) 


59735 


77324 


Number  of  rooms  occupied  by  families — The  recent  census  showed 
a much  higher  percentage  of  families  housed  in  dwellings  of  1,  2,  and  3 
rooms  in  1921  than  in  1911.  This  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
table : — 

In  1911,  2.6%  1 of  the  families  in  the  Borough 

1921,  5.1%  J occupied  1 room. 

In  1911,  6.1%  ) of  the  families  in  the  Borough 

1921,  12.6%)  occupied  2 rooms. 

In  1911,  10.6%  1 of  the  families  in  the  Borough 

1921,  13.4%  j occupied  3 rooms 

In  1911,  22.7%  ) of  the  families  in  the  Borough 

1921,  20.3%  f occupied  4 rooms. 

In  1911,  28.6%  ) of  the  families  in  the  Borough 

1921,  25.1%  I occupied  5 rooms. 

In  1911,  18.6%  ) of  the  families  in  the  Borough 

1921,  16.2%  j occupied  6-7  rooms. 

In  1911,  6.0%  1 of  the  families  in  the  Borough 

1921,  4.8%  j occupied  8-9  rooms. 

In  1911,  4.8%  1 of  the  families  in  the  Borough 

1921,  2.5%  ) occupied  10  rooms  and  over. 


100% 
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Acjcommodation  available  at  the  time  of  the  1921  census  for 
families  of  different  sizes. — This  is  shown  below: — 


1. 


Private  families  consisting  of  one  person 

occupying  1 room  

,,  2 rooms  


4 

5 
6-7 
8-9 


10 


and  over 


490 

345 

157 

137 

129 

99 

35 

6 


1398 


2.  Private  families  consisting  of  two  persons 


occupying 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6-7 
8-9 

10 


room  , 
rooms 


and  over 


526 

1176 

610 

728 

850 

699 

150 

60 


4799 


3.  Private  families  consisting  of  three  persons 

occupying  1 room  

,,  2 rooms  

>.  3 ,,  


6-7 


10  ,,  and  over 


335 

1073 

790 

1104 

1324 

1000 

252 

110 


5988 


4.  Private  families  consisting  of  four  persons 


occupying  1 room  153 

,,  2 rooms  662 

3 ,,  767 

,,  4 ,,  1235 

5 ,,  1518 

,,  6-7  999 

,,  8-9  ,,  327 

,,  10  ,,  and  over  135 


5796 
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5. 


Private  families 


occupying 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6-7 
8-9 

10 


consisting  of  five  persons 

rooim  

rooms  


and  over 


56 

359 

645 

1078 

1340 

814 

258 

149 


4699 


6. 


Private  families 
occupying  1 
,,  2 


5 

6-7 

8-9 

10 


consisting  of  six  persons 

room  

rooms  


and  over 


21 

171 

486 

809 

992 

556 

201 

118 


3354 


7. 


Private  families 
occupying  1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
6-7 
8-9 

10 


consisting  of  seven  persons 

room  

rooms  


and  over 


9 

95 

335 

537 

756 

391 

108 

84 


2315 


8. 


Private  families 


occupying 


10 


consisting  of  eight  persons 

room  

rooms  


and  over 


53 

210 

365 

451 

239 

72 

55 


1445 
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9.  Private  families  consisting  of  nine  persons 

occupying  1 room  1 


2 rooms  

3 ,,  

16 

126 

4 , , 

210 

290 

6-7  ,,  

151 

8-9  ,,  

54 

10  ,,  and  over 

37 

885 

Private  families  consisting  of  ten  persons 

occupying  1 rooim  

,,  2 rooms  

, , 3 , , 

6 

53 

,,  4 ,,  

115 

. . 

169 

y y ^ y y 

,,  6-7  ,,  

70 

,,  8-9  ,,  

29 

,,  10  ,,  and  over  

22 

464 

11.  Private  families  consisting  of  eleven  persons 

occupying  1 room  — 

,,  2 rooms  5 


, 3 ,,  

17 

52 

, 5 ,,  

81 

, 6-7  ,,  

35 

, 8-9 

11 

, 10  , , and  over  

9 

210 

12.  Private  families  consisting  of  twelve  persons 

occupying  1 room  — 

,,  2 rooms  2 


3 ,,  7 


y y 

4 ,,  

7 

5 ,,  

26 

6-7  ,,  

26 

8-9  ,,  

10 

10  ,,  and  over 

3 

71 


81 


72 
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18.  Private  families  consisting  of  thirteen  persons 

occupying  1 room  

,,  2 rooms  

,,  3 

„ 4 

5 

,,  6-7 

8-9 

, , 10  and  over 


> ? 
J > 
> ) 


2 

5 

7 

10 

1 

1 


26 


14.  Private  families  consisting  of  fourteen  persons 


occupying  1 room  — 

,,  2 rooms  — 

,>  8 ,,  — 

4 ,,  2 

5 — 

,,  6-7  ,,  2 

,,  8-9  ,,  — 

, , 10  , , and  over 1 


5 


15.  Private  families  consisting  of  fifteen  persons  and  over 

occupying  1 room 

,,  2 rooms  


4 ,,  — 

5 2 

6-7  ,,  2 

8-9  4 

10  ,,  and  over  2 


10 


llousiwj  and  (jenera!  sanitation. 
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Average  number  of  rooms  occupied  per  person  in  families  of  differ- 
ent sizes. — This  is  set  out  in  the  subjoined  table: — 


No.  of  persons 
in  family. 

Population  in 
private  families. 

Rooms 

occupied. 

Average  number  of 
rooms  per  person. 

1 

1398 

3820 

2-73 

2 

9598 

18247 

1.90 

3 

17964 

25540 

1.42 

4 

23184 

26904 

1.16 

5 

23495 

22706 

0.97 

6 

20124 

16603 

0.83 

7 

16205 

11482 

0.71 

8 

11560 

7193 

0.62 

9 

7965 

4543 

0 57 

10 

4640 

2430 

0.52 

11 

2310 

nil 

0.48 

12 

972 

502 

0.52 

13 

338 

140 

0.41 

14 

70 

31 

0.44 

15 

165 

76 

0.46 

139988 

141328 

1.01 

7._SUMMAEY. 

Certain  facts  may  be  selected  for  special  emphasis: — 

(a)  The  Borough  as  a whole  is  cramped  for  space  as  compared 
with  other  towms.  The  population-density  of  Birkenhead 
increased  from  33.9  per  acre  in  1911  to  37.2  per  acre  in 
1921,  as  compared  with  a general  density  among  the  County 
Boroughs  during  the  latter  year  of  19.6  per  acre. 

{h)  The  percentage  of  the  total  population  of  the  Borough  living 
under  conditions  of  overcrowding  was,  in  1911.  12.6,  as 
compared  with  a general  figure  of  10.8  for  the  82  County 
Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales. 

(c)  On  census  night  3,035  dwellings  designed  for  one  family  w^ere 
occupied  by  two  families,  and  753  such  dwellings  were 
occupied  by  three  or  more  families. 

(d)  The  population  of  the  Borough  has  grown  rapidly  in  recent 
years,  having  increased  by  20,606  between  1911  and  1923. 

(e)  There  has  been  no  increase  in  housing  accommodation  during 
this  period  adequate  to  meet  this  increase  in  population,  and 
to  relieve  the  overcrowding  which  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
1911  census. 
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HOUSING  AND  GENERAL  SANITATION. 

PART  (2)— ADMINISTRATIVE  ACTION  DURING 

1923. 


STAFF. 

The  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of  housing  inspection  consisted 
throughout  the  year  of  the  Chief  Inspector  and  four  district  sanitary 
inspectors. 

The  four  district  sanitary  inspectors  devoted  such  time  to  the  work 
of  housing  inspection  as  their  other  duties  permitted. 

On  the  12th  December,  1923,  the  Council  confirmed  a recommenda- 
tion of  the  Health  Committee  to  the  effect  that  the  staff  of  inspectors 
should  be  increased  in  order  more  satisfactorily  to  carry  out  the  Council’s 
obligations  under  the  Housing,  etc..  Acts;  an  additional  district 
inspector  and  a housing  inspector  will  be  appointed  early  in  the  coming 
year. 


NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  AND  INSANITARY  HOUSES 

DEMOLISHED. 


During  1923,  121  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  Borough,  77  of 
which  were  erected  under  the  Corporation’s  housing  schemes.  The 
figures  for  the  past  ten  years  are  as  follows: 

Erected  Demolished 


1914  .... 

..  246 

18 

1915  .... 

..  136 

32 

1916  .... 

..  28 

1 

1917  .... 

1 

18 

1918  .... 

..  Nil 

36 

1919  .... 

..  Nil 

7 

1920  .... 

..  112 

1 

1921  .... 

..  167 

Nil 

1922  .... 

..  92 

4 

1923  .... 

..  121 

5 

903  122 


The  number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  byelaws 
erected  with  the  consent  of  the  local  authority  under  Section  25  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919,  was  78. 
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The  following  is  a return  of  uninhabited  property  in  Birkenhead  for 
the  past  year: — 


Half-year  ended  30th  June,  1923 

Half-year  ended  3ist  Dec., 

1923 

District 

Private 

houses 

Shops 

Cot- 

tages 

Dock 

cothag’s 

Total 

Private 

houses 

Shops 

Cot- 

tages 

Dock 

cottag’s 

Total 

Hirkenliead 

14 

9 

2 

25 

9 

5 

1 

15 

Claughton  and 
Oxton 

64 

3 

1 

52 

120 

53 

5 

3 

52 

113 

Tranmere  and 
Hebington  . 

48 

9 

57 

69 

5 

74 

Totals  .. 

126 

21 

3 

52 

202 

131 

15 

4 

52 

202 

The  total  uninhabited  and  unoccupied  property,  31st  December, 
1922,  was  189,  so  that  there  was  an  increase  of  13  at  the  end  of  1923 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

ADMINISTEATIVE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
HOUSING  AND  OENEEAL  SANITATION. 

(a)  Mainly  under  Housing  Acts. 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1923,  work  was 
carried  out  by  the  department  under  the  provisions  of  the  various 
Housing  Acts,  and  the  regulations  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  dated  2nd  September,  1910.  The  particulars  of  this  work  are 
as  follows  (the  arrangement  is  based  on  that  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health) : — 

Inipeotlon. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) . All 


these  houses  were  also  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspec- 
tion of  District)  Eegulations,  1910  948 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

80  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  11 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to 

be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  503 


Remedy  of  defects  without  senrice  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  4 

Action  under  statutory  powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  446 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fitr- 

(a)  by  owners 

(1)  Houses  in  respect  of  w’-hich  notices  were 

served  during  1923  141 

(2)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  prior  to  1st  January,  1923  36 

{h)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

Total  177 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close  — 

B.  Proceedings  also  taken  nnder  the  Public  Health  Acts  in 


connection  with  above  properties. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  292 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(а)  by  owners  292 

(б)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

No  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  under  sections  17  and 
18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(6)  Mainly  under  Publio  Health  Acts. 

In  addition  to  the  housing  work  outlined  above,  other  work,  of 
which  the  following  is  a summary,  w^as  carried  out  by  the  inspectors 
during  tiie  year.  (The  work  of  scavenging,  removal  of  refuse,  flushing 
of  drains,  and  care  of  sewers  is  entirely  dealt  with  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor's  department.) 

Number  of  houses  inspected  (not  included  in  preced- 


ing section)  3342 

Number  of  re-inspections  of  houses  16134 

Number  of  unhealthy  conditions  reported  and 

investigated  8943 

Number  of  formal  notices  given  1918 

Number  of  informal  notices  given  2288 

Number  remedied  after  formal  notice  and  without 

proceedings  1918 

Number  of  cases  in  which  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  — 

Number  abated  after  proceedings  — 

Defects  referred  for  action: — 

{a)  to  Borough  Surveyor  442 

{h)  to  Water  Engineer  188 

(c)  to  Borough  Treasurer  124 

(d)  to  Director  of  Education  12 

(e)  to  West  Cheshire  Water  Co 4 

Number  of  excavations  made  for  the  purpose  of  testing 

the  condition  of  house  drains 54 
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Number  of  smoke  tests  applied  to  drains  of  premises 
reconstructed  under  the  supervision  of  this 

department  60 

Number  of  water  tests  applied  to  drains 64 

Number  of  smoke  tests  applied  to  the  drains  of  new 
buildings,  in  conjunction  with  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 

department  44 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken  14 

Number  of  smoke  nuisances  from  factory  and  other 

chimneys  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  1 

Number  of  schools  specially  examined  by  the  district 

inspectors  34 

Number  of  cowsheds  inspected  12 

Number  of  dairies  and  milkshops  inspected  333 

Number  of  inspections  re  offensive  trades  17 

Number  of  sewer  ventilators  inspected  31 

Number  of  street  gullies  inspected  49 

Number  of  caravans  inspected  14 

Number  of  caravans  re-inspected  271 

Number  of  back  passages  inspected  131 

Number  of  investigations  regarding  the  keeping  of  pigs, 

fowls,  and  other  animals  39 

Miscellaneous  inspections  (not  included  above)  128 


(c)  Actual  defects  in  domestic  dwellings  dealt  with  under  (a)  and 

(h)  above. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  sanitary  improvements  effected  at 
dwelling  houses  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts: — 


Houses — 

Skirting  boards  repaired  or 

Roofs  repaired 

587 

renewed  

101 

Chimney  stacks  pointed  or 

Wall  plaster  repaired  

725 

repaired  

78 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  

342 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  or 

Walls  cleansed 

442 

renewed  

441 

Ceilings  cleansed 

348 

Down  spouts  repaired  or  re- 

Doors repaired 

144 

newed  

313 

Door  fasteners  repaired  or  re- 

Down spouts  disconnected 

newed  

244 

from  drains  

7 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

43 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  ... 

210 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  ... 

170 

Lighting  improved  

8 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  ... 

22 

Ventilation  improved  

41 

Washing  boilers  repaired  ... 

65 

Windows  repaired  

162 

Washing  boilers — new  pans 

New  sash  cords  provided  ... 

508 

provided  

23 

Window  fasteners  renewed... 

148 

Washing  boilers — firegrates 

Windows  made  to  open  

66 

repaired  

83 

Firegrates  repaired  

320 

Washing  boilers — flues  repaired  23 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed... 

53 

Dampness  remedied  

18 

Phistering  to  firegrates  re- 

Nuisances from  animals  abated 

8 

paired  

81 

Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  re- 

Hearthstones repaired  or  re- 

paired   

444 

newed  

71 

Yard  surfaces — proper  means 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired 

416 

of  drainage  provided  ...... 

6 

78 


Housing  and  general  sanitation. 


Drainage — 

New  drains  constructed  6 

Old  drains  reconstructed 173 

Drains  repaired  51 

Drains — inspection  cliainbers 

provided  4 

Ib’ains  ventilated  7 

Drains  cleansed  1040 

Self-cleansing  gulleys  provided  7 

Water  closets — 

Koofs  repaired 206 

Walls  repaired 149 

New  basins  bxed 139 

Connections  repaired  297 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed.  68 


New  flusb  pipes  fixed 4 

Provided  with  a sufficient 

supply  of  water  135 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  129 

Ashpits — 

l^rovided  witb  roofs  41 

Provided  witb  doors  48 

Roofs  repaired 17 

Walls  repaired 31 

Cemented  inside 30 

Abolished 106 

Asbbins  provided 968 

Miscellaneous — 

(not  included  above)  338 


{d)  Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restriction)  Acts, 

1920-1923. 

During  the  year  13  applications  for  certificates  under  section  2 
of  the  Act  were  received  and  considered  by  the  Health  Committee.  11 
certificates  were  granted,  and  two  were  refused. 

Enquiries  were  subsequently  made  in  order  to  keep  a record  of  the 
work  carried  out  after  the  granting  of  the  certificates.  37  revisits 
were  paid  in  this  respect,  and  in  6 instances  the  whole  of  the  defects 
stated  in  the  certificates  had  been  remedied  and  the  houses  put  into 
a satisfactory  state  of  repair. 

{e)  Theatres,  music  halls,  &c. 

(Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  120,  dated  25th  August,  1920). 

4 visits  were  made  to  theatres,  music  halls  and  other  places  of 
entertainment  in  which  the  conditions  as  to  ventilation,  structure  of 
dressing  rooms,  &c.,  had  been  found  not  to  be  satisfactory  and  which  had 
previously  been  reported  upon  to  the  Health  Committee  and  to  the 
Clerk  to  the  Borough  Justices  for  the  information  of  the  licensing 
authorities. 


(/)  Rats  and  mice. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  caned  out  by  the  district 
inspectors  under  the  provisions  of  the  Eats  and  Mice  (Destruction) 
Act,  1919. 


No.  of  premises  inspected  81 

No.  of  visits  and  revisits  178 

No.  of  notices  served  on  occupiers  70 

No.  of  notices  served  on  owners  28 

No.  of  premises  satisfactorily  dealt  with  60 

No.  of  premises  still  under  observation  or  where  work  is 

being  carried  out  29 
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{g)  Inspection  of  lodging  houses,  &c. 

During  the  year  the  inspector  of  common  lodging  houses,  &c. 
paid  regular  visits  to  common  lodging  houses,  and  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
iind  to  the  Corporation  tenement  dwellings.  The  following  is  a 


summary  of  the  work  done: — 

Registered  common  lodging  houses  (15  in  number) : 

Day  inspections  3964 

Night  inspections  157 

Insanitary  conditions  reported  and  dealt  with  24 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  (788  in  number) : 

Dav  inspections  1372 

Night  inspections  — 

Insanitary  conditions  reported  and  dealt  with  85 

Corporation  tenement  dwellings  (132  in  number,  visited 

weekly) : No.  of  visits  5072 

Insanitary  conditions  reported  and  dealt  with  247 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

FACTOEY  AND  WOEKSHOP  ACTS,  1901  AND  1907. 

Inspection. — 2,252  inspections  were  made  during  the  year — 
factories  63,  workshops  2,133,  workplaces  56. 

9 written  notices  were  sent  in  respect  of  workshops. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 

Defects. — The  defects  found  in  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 
were  as  follows: — 


No.  of  defects 

Number 

Found 

Remedied 

Re^'rred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

of 

prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness  

10 

10 

Other  defects  (P.  H.  Acts)  

21 

21 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient  

5 

5 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  

22 

22 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

for  bakehouses  

58 

58 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (F.  & W.  Acts)  

4 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

120 

120 

— 

— 

Home  work. — Lists  were  received  from  employers  as  follows: — 

From  employersi  sending  twice  in  the  year— 14  lists  (11  workmen). 
From  employers  sending  once  in  the  year — 3 lists  (1  contractor, 
6 workmen) . 

In  each  case  the  work  handled  was  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
Registered  workshops — The  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 


the  year  were: — 

Bakehouses  61 

Confectioners  54 

Laundries  43 

Other  workshops  345 

Workplaces  23 
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Other  matters. — During  the  year  4 instances  of  failure  to  affix  the 
abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  were  dealt  with. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  20  underground  bakehouses  iu 
use  in  the  Borough. 


Factories  and  tvorkshops, 
EAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911. 
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Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  6 visits  were  made. 
At  the  time  of  these  visits  the  rag  flock  being  used  or  stored  on  the 
premises  was  to  all  appearance  in  a satisfactory  condition ; no  samples 
were,  therefore,  taken  for  the  purpose  of  analysis. 


POISONS  AND  PHAEMACY  ACT,  1908,  AND  OEDEES,  1909. 

Visits  were  made  to  9 shops  and  premises  in  the  Borough  in 
which  insecticides  containing  poison  were  likely  to  be  kept  for  sa^e. 
Only  2 shops  were  found  where  poisonous  insecticides  were  sold  and 
both  retailers  were  in  possession  of  licenses. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

ADMINISTEATIVE  AEEANGEMENTS. 

General  arrangements. — Provision  has  been  made  by  the  local 
authority  for  carrying  out  the  requirements  of: 

1.  The  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915. 

2.  The  Midwives’  Acts,  1902  and  1918. 

3.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918. 

The  authority’s  scheme  now  includes: — 

1.  Inspection  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area. 

2.  Health  visiting. 

3.  The  provision  of  four  post-natal  clinics. 

4.  The  provision  of  an  ante-natal  clinic. 

5.  The  supply  of  free  milk,  etc.,  for  necessitous  mothers  and 
infants. 

6.  Home  visiting  in  connection  with  cases  admitted  to  the 
Birkenhead  Day  Nursery. 

7.  The  provision  of  3 beds  at  the  Leasowe  Hospital  Baby 
Annexe  for  wasting  infants. 

8.  The  provision  of  home  nursing  for  children  under  five 
suffering  from  certain  diseases,  and  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers. 

9.  Financial  support  of  certain  institutions  engaged  in  work  in 
the  interests  of  mothers  and  infants  belonging  to  the 
Borough,  namely,  Birkenhead  Day  Nursery,  Birkenhead 
and  District  Eescue  Association,  The  Birkenhead  and 
Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association,  and  The  Birken- 
head Maternity  Hospital. 

The  infant  welfare  or  post-natal  clinics  are  held  at  Hamilton  Square, 
Brassey  Street,  St.  Paul’s  Eoad,  and  Mount  Grove.  The  Hamilton 
Square  clime  was  opened  in  1916 ; Brassey  Street  and  St.  Paul’s 
Eoad  clinics  in  1919 ; the  Mount  Grove  clinic  in  1923. 

The  ante-natal  clinic,  which  is  held  at  No.  9,  Hamilton  Square, 
was  opened  in  1920. 

The  arrangements  for  home  nursing  came  into  force  on  1st  July, 
1919.  An  agreement  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Birkenhead 
District  Nursing  Society  provides  for  the  nursing  at  home  of  cases  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum ; of  measles,  whooping  cough,  epidemic 
diarrhoea,  and  poliomyelitis  in  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  ; and 
of  illnesses  of  women  associated  with  pregnancy  and  confinement. 

New  arrangements  made  during  past  year. — On  12th  October, 
1923,  the  additional  infant  welfare  clinic  was  opened  at  No.  58,  Mount 
Grove,  which  is  the  property  of  the  Birkenhead  Education  Committee. 
These  premises  are  used  during  the  greater  part  of  each  week 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Dental  Clinic  for  children  of  school  age.  They 
provide  good  accommodation  for  infant  clinic  work,  and  are  situated 
in  a part  of  the  town  which  is  about  a mile  distant  from  each  of  the 
three  other  post-natal  clinics.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new  clinic  will 
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attract  mothers  from  districts  which  have  hitherto  not  been 
represented,  or  only  sparsely  represented,  at  the  other  centres. 

Arrangements  under  contemplation. — The  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  has  had  under  consideration  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  the  question  of  a new  agreement  with  the  Birkenhead 
Borough  Hospital,  with  the  object  of  providing  hospital  accommoda- 
tion, care,  and  treatment  for  complicated  cases  of  confinement,  for 
cases  of  complication  arising  after  parturition,  for  cases  in  which 
women  to  be  confined  suffering-  from  illness  or  deformity,  and  for  cases 
of  women  who  caimot  with  safety  be  confined  in  their  own  homes. 

STAFF. 

The  executive  medical  staff  engaged  on  maternity  and  child 
welfare  work  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  Dr.  Lovell,  at  the 
Hamilton  Square,  Brassey  Street,  and  St.  Paul’s  Eoad  post-natal 
clinics  ; and  of  Dr.  Deacon,  who  has  throughout  the  year  given  one 
afternoon  per  week  to  the  ante-natal  clinic^,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  has  attended  the  new  clinic  at  Mount  Grove. 

In  addition  to  the  Chief  Health  Nurse  and  the  Inspector  of 
Midwives,  the  equivalent  of  the  whole  time  of  six  nurses  was,  through- 
out the  year,  nominally  available  for  infant  welfare  work ; but  owing 
to  resignations  of  members  of  the  staff,  and  the  difficulty  experienced 
in  filling  vacancies,  the  actual  staff  was  considerably  under  this 
strength. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPEKVISION  OF  MIDWIVES. 

Work  under  this  section  is  concerned  with  the  administration  of 
the  Mid  wives’  Acts,  1902  and  1918;  the  visiting  of  the  homes  of 
midwives,  inspecting  their  instruments,  etc.,  advising  them  on  the 
details  of  their  work  and  on  their  duties  as  set  out  in  the  above  Acts, 
and  in  the  rules  issued  by  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

Number  of  midwives. — During  the  year  1923,  82  midwives  entered 
their  names  on  the  local  register  as  practising  in  the  Borough.  Of  these, 
3 subsequently  left  the  district,  and  their  names  have  been  removed 
from  the  register  accordingly.  3 midwives  gave  notice  of  change  of 
addresses.  1 Birkenhead  midwife  died  during  the  year. 

Of  the  82  midwives,  73  were  trained  and  9 untrained. 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives. — The  cases  attended  by 
midwives  alone  (no  doctor  being  in  attendance)  numbered  2,535 ; 
just  over  three-quarters  of  the  total  births  in  the  Borough. 

Visits  of  inspection. — The  inspector  of  midwives  paid  111  quarterly 
and  113  special  visits  of  inspection. 

Interviews  in  office. — 19  midwives  were  interviewed  during  the 
year. 

Cases  of  puerperal  fever  in  practice  of  midwives The  inspector 

investigated  4 cases. 
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Cases  requiring  medical  help. — 451  cases  were  notified  by  mid  wives 
in  which  medical  aid  had  been  called  in,  as  against  463  last  year.  The 
inspector  made  193  special  inquiries  regarding  cases  requiring  medical 
help. 

Notifications  received  from  midwives. — 61  cases  of  stillbirths  were 
notified ; 10  cases  were  notified  of  infants  receiving  artificial  feeding ; 

8 cases  were  notified  in  which  death  had  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
midwives ; 7 cases  of  laying  out  dead  bodies  were  notified. 

Supply  of  silver  nitrate  to  midwives. — Supplies  of  a colloid 
preparation  of  silver  nitrate  were  issued  to  7 midwives  at  cost  price. 


HOME  VISITING  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHEBS,  MOTHEKS,  AND 
YOUNG  CHILDBEN. 

Home  visiting. — The  following  is  a suiximary  of  the  visits  paid  by 
the  health  nurses  in  connection  with  expectant  mothers,  mothers,  and 
young  children: — 

3153  routine  first  visits  were  paid  to  infants 
4472  routine  revisits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year 
11826  routine  visits  were  paid  to  children  over  1 year  and  under 
5 years  old. 

48  first  visits  and  13  revisits  were  paid  in  connection  with 

the  investigation  of  stillbirths 

436  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  cases  of  pneumonia 

49  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  visited  and  kept 

under  supervision. 

191  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers 
112  revisits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers 
80  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  deaths  of  infants 
3 special  inquiries  were  made  in  connection  with  cases  for 
admission  to  the  Day  Nursery 

Oases  reported  for  special  action. — The  following  cases  after  being 
visited  were  reported  for  special  action: — 

31  cases  of  sanitary  defects  in  houses  were  passed  to  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector 

1 case  was  referred  to  the  Charity  Organisation  Society 
4 cases  were  reported  to  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children 

4 cases  were  referred  to  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association 
1 case  was  referred  to  the  Poor  Law  Believing  Officers 


POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 

The  main  object  of  these  clinics  is  educational.  The  mothers  are 
encouraged  to  have  the  children  weighed  each  week  in  the  first  and 
second  years,  and  then  monthly  up  to  the  age  of  5 years,  when  they 
come  under  the  medical  supervision  provided  by  the  School  Medical 
Service.  A card  is  supplied  for  each  child  on  which  the  weight  is 
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entered  from  week  to  week,  so  that  the  mother  has  a record  of  gain  or 
loss.  The  weight  is  also  entered  on  a case  sheet  which  is  kept  at  the 
clinic  as  a permanent  record.  On  this  sheet  the  noimal  weight  curve 
and  that  of  the  child  in  question  is  shown  graphically,  so  that  any 
departure  from  normal  progress  can  be  immediately  detected.  Clinical 
notes  are  also  entered  each  time  the  child  is  seen  by  the  doctor.  If  the 
child  is  unwell,  is  losing  or  does  not  gain  weight,  the  mother  is  medically 
examined  ; if  medical  or  surgical  treatment  is  required,  instructions  are 
given  to  the  mother  regarding  consulting  her  own  doctor.  Generally,  by 
a slight  alteration  of  methods,  of  feeding,  quantities  of  feeds,  or  routine 
management,  the  retarding  or  disturbing  factor  is  corrected.  Medicines 
are  given  at  the  clinic  only  in  those  cases  where,  through  lack  of  means, 
treatment  would  not  be  obtained  elsewhere.  Breast  feeding  is  advised 
in  all  possible  cases  and  emphasis  is  laid  on  regular  intervals  between 
feeds,  8 hourly  at  first,  changing  to  4 hourly  at  the  fourth  month.  It 
is  found  not  only  that  this  is  better  for  the  infant,  but  also  that  the 
regular  withdrawal  promotes  and  maintains  a steady  supply  of  milk. 

If  breast  feeding  is  not  possible,  a dried  milk  is  generally  advised, 
either  alone  or  supplemented  by  as  many  breast  feeds  as  can  be 
managed.  The  tendency  in  these  cases  is  for  the  mother  to  overfeed 
the  baby,  who  at  first  appears  to  be  progressing  rapidly  and  becomes 
considerably  heavier  ; but  later  its  tolerance  breaks  down  and  it  suffers 
from  digestive  disturbances  and  loss  of  weight.  The  smallest  feeds  on 
U'hich  the  baby  gains  sufficient  weight  is  the  ideal  to  be  aimed  at, 
and  these  may  vary  with  each  child.  Cow’s  milk  mixtures  are  only 
ordered  in  rare  cases.  The  mothers  have  not  the  facilities  for  storing, 
pasteurising,  or  mixing  the  feeds,  and  the  dried  milks  give  less  oppor- 
tunity for  the  introduction  of  dirt  and  other  deleterious  matter. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  clinics  were  being  held  as  follows: — 

Hamilton  Square  clinic:  Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoons, 
2 to  5 p.m. 

Brassey  Street  clinic:  Thursday  afternoon,  2 to  5 p.m. 

St.  Paul’s  Boad  clinic:  Tuesday  afternoon,  2 to  5 p.m. 

Mount  Grove  clinic:  Friday  afternoon,  2 to  5 p.m. 


The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  work  done  at  the 
clinics  during  the  year: — 


Hamilton  Sq. 
(100  .se.s.sions) 

Brassey  Street 
(.51  se.s.sions) 

St.  Paul’s  Road 
(.51  .sessions) 

Mount  Grove 
(11  .se.s.sion.s) 

1st 

visits 

Re- 

visits 

l.st 

visits 

Re- 

visits 

1st 

visits 

Re- 

visits 

1st 

visits 

Re- 

visits 

Attendances  made  by  infants 
under  12  months  

376 

4389 

157 

2230 

125 

2907 

43 

158 

Attendances  made  by  cliildren 
aged  1—2  years 

5 

632 

3 

554 

1 

662 

16 

14 

Attendances  made  by  children 
aged  2 — 5 years 

8 

82 

38 

170 

1 

178 

6 

3 

Children  examined  by  Doctor.. 

49.5 

1612 

210 

881 

252 

1045 

45 

131 

Mothers  advi.sed  by  Doctor  re- 
garding their  own  health... 

27 

29 

17  ; 

23 

29 

12 

2 

1 

- 
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Voluntary  workers. — As  in  previous  years  the  work  of  the 
voluntary  helpers  at  the  clinics  has  been  most  valuable.  The  assistance 
given  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  and  by  the  stah,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  helpers  provides 
a great  stimulus  to  the  work. 

Sewing  classes. — 46  sessions  were  held  during  the  year.  30 
mothers  attended  and  paid  154  visits. 

Supply  of  Milk.  — Dried  milk  was  sold  at  the  clinics  to  suitable  cases. 

During  the  year  supplies  of  milk  were  given  free  under  the  Milk 
(Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919,  to 
143  expectant  mothers 
163  nursing  mothers 
107  children. 

The  income  scale  was  the  same  as  that  set  out  in  my  annual 
report  for  1921. 

The  need  for  the  very  strictest  economy  in  connection  with  the 
expenditure  involved  has  been  fully  realised.  Applications  for  free 
milk  are  allowed  to  go  forward  only  where  the  doctors  at  the  clinics  have 
satisfied  themselves,  by  a medical  examination  of  the  cases  on  whose 
behalf  the  applications  have  been  made,  that  the  supply  is  essential 
on  grounds  of  health. 

Milk  is  given  only  to — 

(u)  Nursing  mothers  who  are  actually  suckling  their  children; 
(5)  Expectant  mothers  in  the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy  ; 
(c)  Children  up  to  twelve  months  whose  mother  is  unable  to 
nurse  them. 

Enquiry  into  death-rate  amon^  children  attending  the  post-natal 
clinics. — A valuable  investigation  has  been  carried  out  by  Dr. ^Deacon 
with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  death-rate  among  those  children 
who  were  born  during  the  year  1922,  and 

who  were  brought  to  the  post-natal  clinics  during  their  first 
year  of  life. 

{a)  The  total  number  of  children  bom  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  1922  was  3,451.*  The  total  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the 
year  was  95  per  1,000  births. 

(h)  Of  the  3,451  children  whose  births  were  registered  during 
1922,  865  attended  at  one  or  other  of  the  post-natal  clinics  during 
their  first  year  of  life.  With  regard  to  each  of  these  children  enquiries 
were  made.  It  was  found  that  42  children  had  left  the  district  or 
could  not  be  traced.  Deducting  these  from  the  total  of  865,  there 
are  left  823  children  regarding  whom  accurate  information  is  available. 
Of  these  823  children,  32  had  died  before  reaching  one  year  of  age, 
and  791  were  living  at  the  completion  of  one  year  of  age.  This  gives  a 
mortality  rate  for  these  children  of  38.9  per  1,000. 

(c)  Children  who  attended  six  times  and  over. — Of  the  823 
children,  570  attended  the  clinics  six  times  or  more  during  their  first 
year.  Of  these  554  completed  their  first  year  of  life,  and  16  died 
before  reaching  this  age;  a mortality  rate  of  28.0  per  1,000. 

(d)  Children  who  attended  under  six  times. — These  numbered 
253 ; 16  died  before  reaching  one  year  of  age — a mortality  rate  of  63.2 
per  1,000. 


* Total  births  registered. 
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The  mortality  rates  recorded  as  a result  of  this  enquiry  are  of 
obvious  interest.  Care  must  be  taken,  however,  not  to  attempt  too 
close  a comparison  between  these  rates  and  the  general  infantile 
mortality  rate  for  the  year ; no  precise  conclusion  could  be  drawn  from 
such  a comparison.  The  clinic  figures  relate  to  deaths  among  a certain 
gixnip  of  infants.  The  general  rate  is  expressed  per  1,000  births. 
Again,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a heavy  factor  in  the  general 
infant  mortality  rate  is  the  mortality  among  children  during  the  first 
few  weeks  of  life,  and  that  not  many  children  are  brought  to  the  clinics 
at  such  an  early  age.  Comparison  of  a strictly  scientific  character 
could  be  satisfactorily  made  only  between  two  groups  of  infants, 
similar  in  age-distribution  and  other  general  circumstances,  but 
differing  in  the  fact  that  members  of  one  group  had  received  clinic 
care  while  the  members  of  the  other  had  not. 

ANTE  -NAT  AL  CLINIC . 

At  the  ante-natal  clinic  51  sessions  were  held  during  the  year ; 
335  new  cases  were  seen,  and  1,561  revisits  were  made.  The  total 
attendances  thus  numbered  1,896  visits. 

Condition  with  regard  to  pregnancy. — The  condition  of  the  335 

cases  with  regard  to  pregnancy,  at  the  time  of  their  first  attendance, 
was  as  follows: — 

(a)  49  were  in  their  first  pregnancy. 

(b)  209  were  in  their  second  or  subsequent  pregnancy  (36 

of  these  patients  had  attended  the  clinic  during  a 
previous  pregnancy ; 1 had  attended  during  two 

previous  pregnancies ; and  1 had  attended  during 
three  previous  pregnancies) . 

(c)  77  were  not  pregnant. 

Attendances. — The  attendances  made  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: — 

Attendances  made  by  the  new  cases  as  classified  above: 

(a)  227 

ih)  1105 
(c)  149 

Attendances  made  during  1923  by  patients  who 

were  attending  the  clinic  at  the  end  of  1922  415 
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Abnormalities. — The  abnormalities  or  diseases  found  to  be  present 
in  the  new  cases  who  attended  the  clinic  during  1923  were  as  follows: — 
(a)  Women  who  came  to  the  clinic  in  their  first  pregnancy 


Abnormality 

No.  of  cases 

Maiuinarv  cvst 

1 

Convulsions  (no  albuminuria)  

1 

Albuminuria  

1 

Scabies 

2 

InU’atinal  parasites 

1 

Tuberculosis 

1 
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{h)  Women  who  came  to  the  clinic  in  their  second  or  subsequent 
pregnancy 


Abnormality 

No.  of  cases 

Varicose  veins — vulvar  and  femoral 

Uterine  lifeniori  liage  during  pregnancy  ■. 

Miscarriage  

8 

4 

2 

Retroversion  of  uterus  

4 

Prolapse  of  uterus  

1 

Fits  

1 

Extra-uterine  pregnancy  

:j 

Albuminuria 

2 

Hernia  

1 

Anpemia  . 

Venereal  disease,  actual  or  suspected  (referred  to  V.U.  clinic)  

Rlieumatism 

2 

5 

2 

Pleurisy 

2 

N ervous  debility 

1 

Cardiac  defects 

2 

Other  defects  

4 

{c)  Women  who  were  not  pregnant  when  they  first  attended 
the  clinic 


Abnormality 

No.  of  cases 

Uterine  hremorrhage  

4 

Prolapse  and  retroversion  of  uterus 

3 

Tumour  and  retroversion  of  uterus  

1 

Retroversion  of  uterus  

y 

Functional  defects  associateii  with  menopause  

4 

Adhesions  since  confinement 

1 

Adhesions  after  operation  

2 

Erosions  of  cervix  

Venereal  disease  (suspected) 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  uterus 

1 

Dysmenorrhoea  

1 

Hpemorrhoids  

1 

Pelvic  inflammation  

1 

Cardiac  disease  

5 

Hernia  

2 

Anpemia  after  confinement 

8 

Mammary  abscesses 

Rheumatism  

3 

4 

Nephritis 

2 

Swelling  of  hard  palate  

1 

Cystic  growth  left  breast  

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

Bronchitis  

1 

Debility  

2 

Other  defects  

10 

Progress  of  pregnancies. 

{a)  Of  the  49  women  who  came  in  their  first  pregnancy 

33  were  delivered  before  the  end  of  1923,  having  17  boys  and 
1^>  girls — one  of  the  boys  being  stillborn 
1 has  left  the  town  and  has  not  been  traced 
15  were  not  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
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{b)  Of  the  209  in  their  second  or  subsequent  pregnancy 

139  were  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year;  3 had  twins, 
G7  had  boys,  and  61  had  girls,  and  8 had  stillborn  children 
4 had  miscarriages 
1 was  delivered  of  a mole 
1 died  of  extra-uterine  gestation 
1 left  the  district 

03  were  not  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Although  the  number  of  new  patients  during  the  past  year  has 
only  increased  by  2,  yet  the  number  of  attendances  has  very  largely 
increased,  there  being  356  more  attendances  at  the  clinic  during  1923 
tlum  in  1922. 

The  attendances  of  luomen  in  their  first  pregnancy  has  also 
increased  from  31  new  cases  in  1922  to  49  in  1923,  while  the  number 
of  non-pregnant  women  attending  has  decreased  from  87  in  1922  to  77 
during  the  past  year. 

These  changes  are  in  the  right  direction,  and  the  facts  recorded 
above  show  that  the  ante-natal  clinic  continues  to  be  appreciated  by 
women  in  the  town. 

Maternity  outfits. — 24  outfits  were  lent  out  during  the  year ; 19 

were  returned  and  5 were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


OTHER  PROVISION  MADE  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Cases  dealt  with  at  Leasove  Hospital. — The  three  beds  reserved  by 
the  Corporation  at  Leasowe  Hospital  were  in  occupation  throughout  the 
year. 

Cases  dealt  with  by  the  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society. — 

During  the  year  the  society’s  nurses  paid  1,434  visits  to  61  cases,  as 
per  agreement  between  the  society  and  the  Corporation.  In  addition 
1,703  visits  were  paid  to  103  cases  in  children  under  5 years  of  age  not 
included  in  the  agreement. 

Cases  of  confinements  attended  by  medical  practitioners. — In  134 

cases  where  doctors  were  called  in  to  difficult  cases  of  confinement  the 
doctors’  fees  were  paid  by  the  Corporation  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Midwives’  Act,  1918.  In  6 cases  the  Corporation  requested  the 
patients  to  repay  the  fees  paid. 


AGENCIES  ASSISTED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

The  Corporation  gives  financial  support  to  certain  other  institutions, 
etc.,  for  general  services  rendered  in  connection  with  maternity  and  child 
welfare  work. 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital. — Here  22  beds  are  provided  for 
maternity  cases,  but  no  beds  are  specially  set  apart  for  patients  sent 
from  this  department.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Hospital  Committee 
a clinic  for  mothers  and  babies  is  held  at  Grange  Mount,  Birkenhead. 
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Birkenhead  Day  Nursery. — Here  accommodation  is  provided  for 
24  day  children  and  14  boarders. 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association Arrange- 

ments are  made  by  this  association  to  send  children  to  convalescent 
homes,  and  to  provide  massage  treatment  for  cases  of  infantile 
paralysis,  etc. 

Birkenhead  and  District  Rescue  Association. — This  association 
provides  34  beds  at  St.  Faith’s  Home  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their 
children — 22  beds  for  babies  and  12  for  mothers. 

The  grants  made  by  the  Corporation  to  the  above  agencies  for 


the  current  financial  year  were  as  follows: — 

# Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital £200 

Birkenhead  Day  Nursery  75 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association  30 
Birkenhead  and  District  Rescue  Association  50 


£355 


AGENCIES  NOT  PROVIDED  OR  ASSISTED  BY  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 

Other  agencies  whose  work  in  Birkenhead  touches  the  welfare  of 
mothers  and  infants,  but  which  are  not  provided  or  assisted  by  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation,  are  the  following: — 

The  Birkenhead  Union. 

The  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Children’s  Hospital. 

The  Charity  Organisation  Society. 

The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

The  Naval  and  Military  War  Pensions  Committee. 

The  Sisters  of  Charity  (St.  Elizabeth’s)  Welfare  Centre, 
Claughton  Road,  Birkenhead. 

The  Gynaecological  Clinic  at  the  Borough  Hospital. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

A valuable  report  on  maternal  mortality  in  England  and  Wales  has 
recently  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Janet  Campbell,  a Senior  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.* 

In  her  conclusions.  Dr.  Campbell  says  that  evidence  recently 
collected  shows  that  the  maternal  mortality  rate  is  unnecessarily 
high  in  England  and  Wales,  that  the  problem  of  excessive  puerperal 
mortality  and  morbidity  is  one  which  affects  all  parts  of  the  country, 
though  some  to  a greater  extent  than  others,  that  avoidable  maternal 
deaths  are  a matter  of  every-day  occurrence,  and  that  large  numbers 
of  women  are  injured,  often  permanently,  through  lack  of  skilful  treat- 
ment at  the  time  of  childbirth. 

* Report  on  Public  Health  and  Medical  Subjects;  No.  25. 
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Dr.  Campbell  assigns  responsibility  primarily  to  the  adequacy  or 
otherwise  of  the  professional  attendance  during  pregnancy,  and  at  the 
time  of  birth.  “ Often  the  omission  occurs  before  childbirth;  there 
has  been  a lack  of  ante-natal  examination  and  watchfuhiess,  and  what 
might  have  been  a conij)aratively  simple  event  becomes  one  of  desperate 
urgency.” 

With  regard  to  environmental  conditions  Dr.  Campbell  says: 
“ Insanitai*y  surroundings  have  probably  much  less  direct  influence 
upon  puerperal  mortality  than  might  be  supposed,  and  although  an 
overcrowded,  dirty  home  must  add  greatly  to  the  inconveniences  of 
the  confinement  and  the  anxieties  of  the  attendant,  unless  infection  is 
introduced  from  without  it  does  not  appear  that  a woman  who  is 
accustomed  to  this  low  standard  of  living  is  more  prone  to  develop  sepsis 
after  an  ordinary  confinement  than  one  in  a more  hygienic  dwelling. 
Operative  procedure  must  necessarily  be  far  more  difficult  to  carry  out 
safely  in  such  surroundings.” 

])r.  Campbell  considers  that  employment  of  married  women  has 
probably  little  direct  influence  upon  the  maternal  death-rate,  at  any 
rate  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  occupation  is  concerned.  ” The  double 
strain  of  housework  and  outside  employment,  however,  may  impose 
too  heavy  a burden  upon  the  mother.” 

The  inter-dependence  of  this  public  health  problem  with  others, 
which  are  also  the  concern  of  the  local  and  central  authorities,  is 
noteworthy.  As  Dr.  Campbell  says: — ” The  care  bestowed  on  the 
growing  child  through  the  school  medical  service,  the  gradual  disappear- 
ance of  severe  rickets,  the  measures  taken  to  combat  venereal  diseases, 
and  the  improvement  in  the  hygiene  of  factories  and  workshops,  must 
tend  to  secure  better  health  and  physique  for  the  adult  woman,  and 
enable  her  to  pass  through  the  adventure  of  pregnancy  without 
detriment.  ’ ’ 
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HEALTH  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

ABMINISTEATIVE  AEEANGEMENTS. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Birkenhead  Education  Committee 
for  promoting  the  health  of  the  children  attending  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  in  the  Borough  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past 
year  on  the  lines  indicated  in  my  annual  report  for  1922. 

Staff. — Dr.  Mary  Deacon  and  Dr.  Campbell  Brown  were  engaged 
in  medical  inspection  and  treatment,  and  Mr.  Wilson  Smith,  l.d.s.,  on 
dental  inspection  and  treatment  throughout  the  year. 

Co-ordination  with  other  health  work. — In  Birkenhead,  as  in  most 
other  areas,  close  co-ordination  exists  between  the  school  medical 
service  and  the  other  public  health  arrangements  provided  by  the 
Education,  Health,  Mental  Deficiency,  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Commttees. 

Possible  extensions  in  existing  arrangements  calling  for  con- 
sideration— 

1.  Open-air  school. — In  previous  reports  I have  emphasised  the 
need  for  the  provision  of  an  open-air  school  for  delicate  and  physically 
subnormal  children.  From  among  the  children  at  present  attending 
elementary  schools  in  Birkenhead  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
selecting  several  hundreds  who  are  physically  unfit  to  benefit  by  the 
instruction  provided  for  them  in  ordinary  school  premises,  but  who  are 
forced  nevertheless  to  attend  school  week  after  week  and  year  after 
year.  This  is  a matter  of  more  than  academic  interest.  The  present 
system  is  not  only  unscientific ; it  is  in  a high  degree  wasteful  and 
extravagant.  Valuable  time  and  energy  of  teachers  is  being  thrown 
away,  and  the  health,  educational  future,  and  wage-earning  potentiality 
of  the  children  concerned  jeopardised. 

Experience  has  proved  conclusively  the  practical  value  of  teaching 
in  special  open-air  schools.  Delicate  children,  whose  physical  and 
mental  development  has  been  retarded,  have  rapidly  improved  under 
the  new  environment  and  regime.  Instead  of  going  to  recruit  the  ranks 
of  the  weaklings  and  unemployables  they  have  been  built  up  into 
healthy  and  useful  members  of  the  community. 

2.  Dental  inspection  and  treatment. — Reference  is  made  later  in 
the  report  to  the  abbreviated  nature  of  the  present  arrangements  for 
dental  inspection  and  treatment.  Early  consideration  should  be  given 
to  this  question,  with  a view  to  a reconsideration  of  the  Committee’s 
original  scheme,  which  provided  for  the  gradual  extension  of  this  work. 

3.  Cripple  children. — A co-ordinated  and  complete  scheme  for 
dealing  with  cripple  children  in  the  area  is  called  for.  Within  the  scope 
of  this  scheme  should  come  all  children  (of  school  age  and  under)  who 
are  suffering  from  any  condition  which  is  likely  to  cause,  or  has  actually 
caused,  crippling.  The  majority  of  cases  of  actually  crippling,  perhaps 
two-thirds,  are  the  result  of  tuberculous  disease.  The  remainder  are 
due  to  rickets,  infantile  paralysis,  injury,  congenital  deformity,  etc. 
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The  essential  features  of  a scheme  would  be: 

{a)  Provision  for  the  earVi)  diagnosis  of  cases:  increasing  effort 
being  made  to  secure  recognition  before  actual  or  marked 
crippling  has  developed. 

{h)  Provision  of  suitable  treatment — to  include: 

1.  Clinic  treatment^ — massage,  educational  exercises,  etc. 

2.  Treatment  in  orthopaedic  and  convalescent  hospitals 
where  necessary, 

3.  Continuation  treatment^ — sometimes  known  as  “ after- 
care,” but  really  an  essential  part  of  treatment. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TEEATMENT 
(ELEMENTAEY  SCHOOLS) . 

(A)  Inspection. 

Number  of  elementary  schools  and  school  children The  number 

of  elementary  schools  in  the  borough  is: 

Council  Schools  15 

Voluntary  Schools  19  Total  34 

The  recognised  accommodation  of  these  schools  on  the  31st 
December,  1923,  was: 

Council  Schools  13,896 

Voluntary  schools  12,715  Total  26,611 

The  average  number  of  scholars  on  the  rolls  during  the  year  was: 

Council  schools  11,847 

Voluntary  Schools  12,504  Total  24,351 

The  average  attendance  was: 

Council  Schools  10,579 

Voluntary  Schools  10,990  Total  21,569 

Children  inspected. — The  following  elementary  school  children 


were  medically  inspected  during  the  year: — 

1.  At  Eoutine  Inspections  7221 

2.  At  Special  Inspections  in  the  ordinary  schools  400 

3.  As  ijrospective  entrants  to  the  Institute  for  Boys,  the 

Girls"  Secondary  School,  St.  Francis  Xavier’s  College 
and  the  Catholic  Institute  109 

4.  As  entrants  to  the  Claughton  Road  Special  School  for 

Mental  Defectives  38 

5.  Under  the  Employment  of  Children  Bye-laws  222 

Total  7,990 


The  numbers  examined  in  each  school  are  given  in  Table  S 8. 

Re-examination  of  defective  children — During  the  year  4,273 
children  who  at  a previous  examination  had  been  found  to  require 
medical  care  were  re-examined  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

Co-operation  of  parents. — Parents  attended  at  the  examination  of 
4,367  (60.4  per  cent.)  of  the  7,221  children  dealt  with  at  routine 
inspections;  and  109  (100  per  cent.)  of  the  109  prospective  entrants 
to  secondary  schools.  % 
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Vaccination. — In  the  ordinary  inspections  children  were  examined 
as  to  vaccination  marks.  Of  the  7,221  children  examined 

1557  (21.8%)  sliowwl  no  marks. 

2116  (33.6%)  showed  one  mark. 

793  (10.9%)  showed  two  marks, 

356  (4.9%)  showed  three  marks. 
i;079  (28.8%)  showed  four  or  more  marks. 


Infectious  diseases. — Enquiry  was  made  at  each  inspection  as  to 
the  infectious  diseases  from  which  the  children  had  suffered  in  the 
past.  The  information  elicited  is  summarised  in  Table  S 7. 


Defects  found  requiring  medical  or  dental  treatment. — Out  of  the 

7,621  children  inspected  at  routine  and  special  inspections,  1,999  were 
found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  attention.  The  defects  found 


were  as  follows: — 

Skin  Diseases. 

Ringworm  -.... 

Scabies  

Impetigo  

Other  diseases  

Eye  Defects. 

Defective  vision  and  squint  (for  further  details  see 

Table  S 2 

External  eye  disease  

Ear  Defects 

Defective  hearing  

Ear  disease  

Teeth  Defects  

yose  and  Throat  Defects. 

Enlarge<l  tonsils  

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  

Adenoids  

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Definite  

Suspected  

Xon-Pul mona ry  Tuberculosis . 

Glands  

Other  forms  

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  


Code 

Special 

Group, 

Cases. 

37 

10 

21 

6 

16 

14 

19 

30 

481 

91 

16 

29 

19 

5 

32 

14 

343 

40 

140 

6 

88 

2 

64 

7 

1 



12 

— 

4 

3 

3 

— 

277 

55 

A full  statement  regarding  the  defects  found,  setting  out  the 
number  of  defective  children,  is  given  in  Table  S 6.  In  Table  S 8 the 
defective  children  are  classified  according  to  the  schools  attended. 


(B)  Treatment. 

The  following  procedure  is  observed  as  a routine  in  connection 
with  all  cases  found  on  medical  inspection  to  require  treatment  or 
supervision,  in  addition  to  informing  the  parents  of  the  nature  of 
defects  found  and  the  need  for  securing  treatment: — 

1.  All  cases  where  defects  have  been  found  are  “ followed  up,”’ 
visits  to  the  homes  being  paid  by  the  Health  Nurses,  and  the  parents 
urged  to  secure  treatment. 

2.  Ke-examinations  of  cases  of  defect  are  made  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  from  time  to  time,  both  in  the  schools  and  at  the  clinics. 

During  the  past  year  the  Health  Nurses  paid  3,491  visits  to  the 
homes  of  defective  children  in  connection  with  “ following  up  ” — 1,892 
first  visits  and  1,599  re-visits;  and  4,273  defective  children  were 
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re-examined  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers.  In  addition,  the  Nurses 
paid  25  special  visits  to  schools. 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  every  case  where  medical  defects  requir- 
ing treatment  are  found  the  parents  are  urged  in  the  first  instance  to 
consult  the  family  doctor.  Every  effort  is  made  to  secure  that  the 
organised  scheme  of  medical  inspection  provided  by  the  education 
authority  does  not  in  any  way  take  the  place  of,  or  interfere  with,  the 
established  relationship  between  the  family  and  the  private  medical 
attendant. 

The  results  obtained  are  invariably  more  satisfactory  in  those 
schools  where  the  Head  Teacher  takes  an  active  and  practical  interest 
in  the  work  of  school  medical  inspection,  and  realises  to  the  full  the 
importance  from  an  educational  standpoint  of  the  health  of  the 
children. 

Treatment  of  children  found,  at  medical  inspections  held  during 
1923,  to  be  suffering  from  defects  which  required  medical  attention. — 

As  has  been  stated  above,  1,999  out  of  the  7,621  children  examined  at 
routine  or  special  inspections  in  elementary  schools  during  1923  were 
found  to  be  suffering  frotm  defects  requiring  medical  attention ; of  these 
1,999,  759  or  37  per  cent,  received  treatment  before  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Details  of  the  various  types  of  ailment  treated  will  be  found  in 
Table  S 4. 

Treatment  carried  out  at  the  Eye  Clinic. — Children  who  were  found 
by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  to  require  spectacles,  and  whose 
parents  were  not  in  a position  to  provide  the  necessary  attention 
privately,  were  seen  at  the  Eye  Clinic  by  Dr.  Campbell  Brown.  Glasses 
were  prescribed  and  fitted  for  the  new  cases,  and  as  many  re-examina- 
tions made  as  opportunity  and  time  permitted. 

During  the  year  458  new  cases  were  examined,  and  431  were 
supplied  with  spectacles.  In  addition,  394  children  attended  for 
re-examination,  and  of  these  239  were  given  prescriptions  for  new  or 
altered  spectacles.  The  total  cost  of  all  the  spectacles  which  were 
supplied  by  the  Education  Committee  amounted  to  £144  11s.  9d.  ; of 
this  £95  18s.  Od.  had,  up  to  31st  December,  1923,  been  recovered  from 
the  parents. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  condition  of  the  eyes  of  new 
cases  for  which  spectacles  were  prescribed  during  the  year: — 

Total  number  of  cases  of  Hypermetropia  (Simple  and  Astigmatic)  494 


Total  number  of  cases  of  Myopia  (Simple  and  Astigmatic)  130 

Total  number  of  cases  of  Mixed  Astigmatism  110 


Hyperrneiropia. 

Both  eyes  

Right  eye  

Left  eye  

Simple  Jlypervteiropic  Astigmatism. 

Both  eyes  

Right  eye  

Left  eye  

CompouncL  Hypermetropic  Astigmatism. 

Both  eyes  

Right  eye  

Left  eye  


133 

45 

49 

21 

20 

15 

185 

56 

57 
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Myopia. 

Both  eyes  36 

Bight  eye  18 

Lett  eye  10 

Simple  Myopic  AstUjmatism. 

Both  eyes  1 

Kight  eye  4 

Lett  eye  6 

Compound  Myopic  Astigmatism. 

Both  eyes  43 

Kight  eye  15 

Lett  eye  17 

Mixed  Astigmatism. 

Both  eyes  46 

Kight  eye  26 

Lett  eye  39 


The  following  conditions  were  also  recorded  among  the  children  who 


attended  the  clinic: — 

Obstructive  Blindness. 

Cataract  ; 4 

Nystagmus  2 

Ketinitis  pigmentosa  1 

Detached  retina  1 

Complete  coloboma  1 

Corneal  opacities  7 


The  cases  of  strabismus  noted  during  the  year  were  as  follows — 

Convergent:  Right  eye,  31;  left  eye,  54;  alternating,  6. 

Divergent:  Right  eye,  2;  left  eye,  1. 

Treatment  carried  out  at  the  X-Ray  Clinic — During  the  year  the 
work  at  this  Clinic  has  been  pushed  forward  by  Dr.  Campbell  Brown 
in  order  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of  cases  of  ringworm  of  the 
scalp,  a disease  which  proves  very  obstinate  to  the  more  common 
methods  of  treatment. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  give 
only  12  applications  of  X-Rays  with  the  apparatus  then  in  use.  By 
adopting  more  up-to-date  methods,  the  number  of  applications  of 
X-Rays  was  increased  to  105  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  sessions  on  which  treatment  was  given  was  41. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year: — 


No.  under  treatment  at  beginning  of  the  year  (ringworm)  1 

No.  of  new  cases  of  ringworm  taken  on  during  year  53 

No.  of  new  cases  of  favus  taken  on  during  year  3 

No.  of  new  cases  of  lupus  taken  on  during  year  2 

No.  of  new  cases  of  H(xlgkins’  disease  taken  on  during 

year  1 

Total  number  of  exposures  to  X-Rays  during  year  172 


Ringworm. — The  treatment  given  varied  with  the  extent  of  the 
disease.  («)  Cases  with  disseminated  patches  of  diseased  hair  were 
given  treatment  to  the  whole  scalp — healthy  as  well  as  diseased  hair 
being  subjected  to  the  Rays.  The  time  taken  for  a complete  treatment 
in  such  cases  is  roughly  1^  hours.  {h)  Cases  having  only  one  or  two 
localised  areas  of  diseased  hair  were  given  an  exposure  to  the  Rays  only 
on  those  areas — the  time  of  exposure  being  rather  under  15  minutes  for 
each  area. 

Dr,  Browm  is  of  opinion,  however,  that  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
oven  where  only  one  definite  patch  of  ringworm  is  present,  treatment 
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of  the  whole  scalp  is  the  most  satisfactory  and  time-saving  method. 
Many  cases  of  this  type,  after  having  treatment  applied  only  to  the 
visibly  diseased  area,  are  found  later  to  have  become  re-infected  during 
the  period  in  which  depilation  of  the  original  patch  of  disease  is 
progressing. 

In  all  cases,  depilation  was  complete  in  14-21  days,  and  no  bums 
or  permanent  baldness  from  over-exposure  to  the  X-Eays  were  pro- 
duced— a result  which  is  not  uncommon.  Fresh,  healthy  hair,  which 
as  a rule  is  quite  manifest  in  a period  of  three  months  after  treatment, 
has  grown  in  all  cases  which  had  completed  treatment  previous  to  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year. 

It  should  be  noted  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  three  months  to 
elapse  before  a case  can  be  deemed  free  from  infection  and  allowed  to 
attend  school.  Attendance  in  school  is  permitted  as  soon  as  depilation 
is  complete,  usaully  within  one  month  after  exposure  to  the  Bays. 
Among  the  cases  of  ringworm  treated  were  three  who  had  been  having 
other  methods  of  treatment  and  had  been  excluded  from  school  for  over 
tiDO  years,  and  six  cases  which  had  been  away  from  school  for  over  one 
year ; while  many  of  the  others  had  been  under  ordinary  treatment 
with  little  or  no  success  for  several  months. 

Favus. — The  three  cases  of  favus  had  been  having  treatment  at 
various  institutions  for  two  years,  two  years,  and  three  months 
respectively.  In  each  case  the  nature  of  the  disease  had  evidently  not 
been  recognised  and  extension  was  occurring.  All  are  now  cured  and 
have  retuined  to  school.  Favus  is  a disease  which  is  much  more 
destructive  to  the  hair  of  the  scalp  than  ringworm,  and  much  more 
resistant  to  other  therapeutic  measures.  Treatment  with  X-Eays  is  the 
only  satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with  the  disease^ — as  for  the  risk  of 
permanent  baldness,  this  is  much  less  likely  to  be  associated  with 
X-Eay  treatment  than  with  neglected  or  unsuitably  treated  favus. 

Hodgkins'  disease. — An  interesting  case  of  Hodgkins’  disease 
which,  when  first  examined  by  Dr.  Brown,  was  rapidly  going  on  to  a 
fatal  issue,  has  been  under  treatment  for  4 weeks,  and  has  shown 
remarkable  improvement.  The  glands  have  practically  disappeared  and 
the  child’s  general  condition  has  greatly  improved.  Hodgkins’  disease 
is  a condition  which  has  hitherto  resisted  all  forms  of  medical  and 
surgical  treatment,  and  only  quite  recently  has  treatment  with  X-Eays 
been  tried.  If  one  may  judge  from  the  latest  reports  of  similar  work 
done  in  London  and  from  this  one  case  treated  in  the  Clinic,  a better 
prognosis  may  in  the  future  be  given  to  those  unfortunate  persons  who 
contract  this  disease. 

Co-operation  with  medical  practitioners . — Among  the  cases  treated 
have  been  several  referred  to  the  Clinic  by  private  medical  practitioners 
and  by  the  medical  staff  of  other  institutions.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
this  and  other  directions  the  co-operation  which  at  present  exists 
between  the  medical  profession  generally  and  the  public  health  service 
wifi  continue  to  grow. 

Treatment  carried  out  at  the  General  School  Clinic. — At  this  Clinic 
treatment  is  given  for  such  defects  as  otitis  media,  external  eye  disease 
impetigo,  scabies,  ringworm,  etc. 
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The  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  malnutrition,  etc.,  was 
continued,  as  described  in  the  annual  report  for  1920. 

Details  of  the  work  will  be  found  in  Tables  S 4 and  S 5. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  at  this  Clinic  was 
2,116 ; the  new  cases  seen  during  the  year  numbered  1,561 ; the  total 
attendances  numbered  12,842. 

Treatment  of  uncleanliness. — The  average  number  of  visits  paid 
during  1923  by  the  Health  Nurses  to  each  school  was  16.6. 

The  total  number  of  examinations  of  children  made  by  the  nurses 
in  the  schools  was  23,476. 

The  number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  was  7,565. 

The  attention  of  the  parents  was  directed  to  the  condition  of  these 
children,  and  a considerable  improvement  was,  in  the  aggregate, 
obtained. 

68  home  visits  were  paid:  43  first  visits  and  25  re-visits. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
(ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS) . 

(A)  Inspection. 

Scope  of  past  year’s  work. — The  work  of  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  proceeded  during  1923  on  the  lines  of  the  curtailed  scheme 
decided  upon  by  the  Education  Committee  and  described  in  my  annual 
report  for  1922.  This  scheme  was  practically  limited  to  the  periodical 
re-inspection  and  treatment  of  those  chilch'en  who  had  heen  examined 
in  the  original  dental  inspection  which  was  carried  out  during  1921 
and  the  first  part  of  1922. 

Number  inspected. — 3,782  children  were  dentally  inspected  during 
the  year  as  follows: — 


Aged  .seven  years  1353 

Age<l  eight  yeiirs  2260 

Aged  nine  years  169 


3782 

The  figures  for  the  preceding  year  (1922)  were: — 


xiged  six  years  1061 

Aged  seven  years  1616 

Aged  eight  years  515 


3222 

Number  requiring  dental  treatment — Of  the  3,782  children 
inspected,  2,567  (67.8%)  were  selected  as  requiring  treatment,  the 
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parents  being  advised  to  obtain  this  treatment  privately,  or,  if  unable 
to  do  this,  at  the  Dental  Clinic. 

Cleanliness  of  teeth. — The  children  examined  were  classified 
according  to  cleanliness  of  teeth  as  follows: — 


Clean  1495 

Fairly  clean  1721 

Dirty  566 


3782 

Condition  of  ^ums. — The  following  figures  show  the  condition  of 
the  gums  of  the  children  examined: — 


Gums  healthy  2860 

Gums  inflamed  631 

Gums  septic  291 


3782 

Condition  of  bite. — This  was  found  to  be  as  set  out  below: — 


Bite  good  2175 

Bite  fair  1125 

Bite  bad  482 


3782 


(B)  Treatment. 

Notices  were  sent  out  to  the  parents  of  the  2,567  children  found 
to  require  dental  treatment,  with  the  following  results: — 


Refused  to  have  treatment  done  238  ( 9 2%) 

Stated  that  treatment  would  be  obtained  privately  ...  651  (25.3%) 

Requested  treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic  1678  (65.5%) 


2657 

Treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic. — Of  the  1,678  children  for  whom 
treatment  at  the  clinic  was  requested 

1404  were  treated  before  the  end  of  the  year 
251  did  not  attend  when  sent  for 
23  were  awaiting  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year 

1678 

In  addition  to  the  above  1,404  children  treated  at  the  clinic 
following  on  inspections  held  in  1923,  70  were  treated  who  had  been 
inspected  in  1922  and  had  not  been  treated  before  the  end  of  that  year ; 
and  253  children  who  were  brought  by  the  parents  of  their’  own 
initiative  to  the  clinic  were  also  treated.  The  total  number  of 
children  treated  at  the  clinic  during  1923  was  therefore 


Following  on  1922  inspections  70 

Following  on  1923  inspections  1404 

Brought  by  parents  of  their  own  initiative  253 

1727 


Details  of  treatment  cairied  out.—This  was  as  follows:— 


Health  of  school  children. 


101 


Temporary  teeth  extracted  2379 

Temporary  teeth  filled  391 

Permanent  teeth  extracted  40 

Permanent  teeth  fille<l  1044 

Total  extractions  2419 

Totiil  fillings  1435 

Ansesthetics — general  — 

local  1322 

Scalings  1056 

Dressings  758 


The  total  attendances  at  the  clinic  numbered  2,037. 

The  number  of  treatments  completed  during  the  year  was  1,648. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TKEATMENT 
(SECONDAEY  SCHOOLS  AND  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS.) 


The  powders  and  duties  of  local  education  authorities  with  regard 
to  medical  inspection  and  treatment  in  secondary  schools  and  con- 
tinuation schools  are  set  out  in  Section  80  of  the  Education  Act,  1921. 

This  Section  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  local  education  authority  to 
provide  for  the  medical  inspection  of  pupils  in  certain  specified  classes 
of  schools,  and  also  in  such  other  schools  or  educational  institutions 
(not  being  elementary  schools)  provided  by  them  as  the  Board  may 
"direct.  ,The  Section  does  not  require  provision  to  be  made  for  the 
medical  inspection  of  pupils  in  secondary  schools  which  are  not 
provided  by  an  authority,  or  in  certain  other  higher  education 
institutions  not  specifically  referred  to  in  the  Section  or  directed  by 
the  Board  of  Education.  It  is,  however,  the  expressed  opinion  of 
the  Boanl  that  the  pupils  in  such  institutions  will  equally  benefit  from 
systematic  medical  inspection ; and  the  Section  empowers  local 
education  authorities  to  provide  for  the  medical  inspection  of  pupils 
attending  any  school  or  educational  institution,  whether  aided  by  them 
or  not,  if  so  requested  hy  or  on  helialf  of  the  persons  having  the 
management  thereof. 

Schools  at  which  medical  inspection  is  carried  out — Medical 
inspection  is  arranged  for  at  the  following  schools: — 

No.  on  Roll. 


(a)  Provided  by  the  Local  IxUication  Authority — 

The  Birkenhead  Institute  (Boys)  493 

The  Girhs'  Secondary  School  395 

(5)  Not  provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority — 

The  Higher  Tranmere  High  School  for  Girls  266 


(A  request  for  medical  inspection  was  made  by  the  management  of  this  school 

on  October  20th,  1922.) 

There  are  no  continuation  schools  provided  by  the  local  education 
authority  at  which  medical  inspection  has  to  be  carried  out. 

I 

Scope  of  medical  inspection. — The  existing  arrangements  provide 
for  the  examination  of  everv^  child  in  the  schools  inspected  once  in  each 
year;  and  for  the  re-examination  of  children  found  to  be  defective. 
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The  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  this  connection  is 
expressed  in  Circular  1153: — “ In  view  of  the  many  defects  that  may 
arise  during  the  critical  period  of  adolescence,  the  Board  attach  great 
importance  to  arrangements  being  made  for  all  pupils  to  come  annually, 
as  a matter  of  routine,  under  medical  supervision.” 


Birkenhead  Institute. — At  the  annual  inspection  (held  in  July, 
1923)  541  children  were  inspected.  Of  this  number  107  were  found  to 
hav4J  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental  advice,  the  defects  found  being 


as  follows: — 

Defective  teeth  52 

Defective  vision  34 

Nose  and  throat  defects  16 

Defective  hearing  1 

Ansemia  8 

Other  defects  2 


All  the  children  found  to  be  defective  were  kept  under  observation 
and  re-inspected  later  in  the  year.  By  the  end  of  the  year  57  out  of 
the  107  had  received  appropriate  treatment,  as  shown  below: — 

Treated  by  Per- 
end  of  year  centage. 

Defective  teeth  26  50 

Defective  vision  21  61 

Nose  and  throat  defects  7 45 

Defective  hearing  1 100 

Anaemia  4 50 

Other  defects  2 100 


Girls’  Secondary  School. — At  the  annual  inspection  434  girls  were 
examined — 320  in  the  senior  school  and  114  in  the  junior  school. 

Included  in  the  above  total  (434J  there  were  92  children  now^ 
examined  for  the  first  time  as  secondary  school  children. 

Of  the  434  children  examined,  123  were  found  to  have  defects 
requiring  medical  or  dental  attention ; the  defects  found  being  as 
follows: — 

Defective  teeth  61 

Defective  vision  16 

Deformities  (spinal  curvature,  pigeon  chest,  etc.)  11 

Heart  and  circulation  defects  7 

Nose  and  throat  defects  19 

Skin  disease  6 

Tuberculosis  glands  1 

Defects  of  nervous  system  2 

Other  defects  13 


All  the  children  found  to  be  defective  were  kept  under  observation, 
and  re-inspected  later  in  the  year.  By  the  end  of  the  year  91  out  of  -1 
the  123  had  received  appropriate  treatment  as  shown  below: — 

Treated  by  Per- 

end  of  year  centage.  f 


Defective  teeth  29  47 

Defective  vision  16  100 

Deformities  11  100 

Heart,  etc.,  defects  7 100 

Nose  and  throat  defects  19  100 

Skin  diseases  6 100 

Tuberculosis  glands  1 100 

Defects  of  nervous  system  2 100 

Other  defects  13  100 
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Higher  Tranmere  High  School  for  Girls. — The  inspection  at  this 
school  was  held  late  in  1923 ; in  consequence,  no  re-examination  of 
defective  children  was  carried  out  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

64  girls  were  examined.  Of  these  16  were  found  to  have  defects 
requiring  medical  or  dental  treatment.  The  defects  were  as  follows: — 


Defective  teeth  12 

fekin  disease  2 

Defective  vision  1 

Enlarged  tonsils  1 

Deformities  2 

Other  defects  1 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Examination  of  entrants  to  the  Girls’  Secondary  School,  the 
Birkenhead  Institute,  St.  Francis  Xavier’s  College,  and  the  Catholic 
Institute. — During  the  year  157  elementary  school  children  were 
examined  with  a view  to  their  admission  to  the  above  schools  and  to 
the  new  secondary  schools  for  boys  which  are  being  provided  by  the 
Committee.  48  were  found  to  require  treatment  for  51  defects,  the 


latter  being  as  follows: — 

Defective  teeth  20 

Eye  defects  13 

Nose  and  throat  defects 3 

Other  defects  15 


51 

Of  the  above  children  25  were  admitted  to  the  Higher  Elementary 
School  as  scholarship  children  to  be  transferred  later  to  the  new 
Secondary  Schools. 


The  Special  School  for  Mentally  Defective  Children. — The  accom- 
modation at  the  Special  School  for  the  year  1923  was  130.  The  average 
number  on  the  rolls  during  the  year  was  130,  and  the  average  daily 
attendance  111. 

Seven  visits  w^ere  paid  to  the  school  during  the  year  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer.  At  these  visits  examinations  were  held  of  children 
suspected  to  be  mentally  deficient,  with  reference  to  their  suitability 
for  admission  to  the  Special  School.  The  results  were  as  follows: — 


Total  number  examined — Boys  

Girls  

Number  certified  for  admission — Boys 

Girls 

Number  not  certified  for  admission — 


24 

14 

38 

22 

13 

35 


(а)  Eegarded  as  fit  for  ordinary  school — Boys...  1 

Girls..  1 

2 

(б)  Recommended  for  admission  to  School  for 

the  Deaf — Boys  1 

Girls  — 


1 

As  it  is  not  possible  to  admit  all  the  children  nominated  for 
the  Special  School,  a careful  selection  is  made  from  those  presenting 
themselves  for  examination.  Those  children  who  are  found  capable 
of  profiting  from  the  ordinary  instruction  of  their  own  school  are  not 
admitted,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  totally  ineducable  children- 
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17  children  were  permitted  to  leave  the  school  after  medical 


examination,  as  follows: — 

Fit  for  work  8 

♦Left  over  16  years  of  age  5 

Left  the  district 3 

Referred  to  Mental  Deficiency  Act  Committee  1 

Total  17 


*These  will  be  followed  up  by  the  Voluntary  Care  Committee. 


Of  the  8 children  who  left  to  take  up  work — 

1 is  employed  in  a coalyard; 

1 is  employed  as  a baker^s  vanboy ; 

1 is  employed  in  bricklaying; 

1 is  employed  as  a domestic  servant; 

1 is  employed  as  a butchery’s  boy; 

1 is  employed  in  a shipyard ; 

1 is  employed  in  laundry  work ; 

1 is  employed  in  gardening. 

The  average  ages  of  the  children  attending  the  school,  and  their 
classification,  are  shown  below: — 


CLASS. 

BOYS 

AVERAGE  AGE. 

GIRLS 

AVERAGE  AGE. 

Class  1 — Boys 

13i 

Class  2 — Boys  and  Giris 

11 

12| 

Claas  3 — Boys  a<id  Girls 

12 

11 

Class  4 — Boys  aiid.  Girls 

9i 

9^ 

Class  5 — Boys  and  Girls 

7 

8 

School  dinners  have  been  provided  throughout  the  year  at  a cost 
to  the  parent  of  2d.  per  day. 


Daily  average  supplied  80 

Total  cost  for  the  year  £137/6/8 


The  weekly  menu  was: — 

Monday Scotch  broth;  boiled  suet  pudding. 

Tuesday Irish  stew ; currant  pudding. 

Wednesday... Hot  pot. 

Thursday  ....Irish  stew  ; sago  pudding. 

Friday Potato  pie. 


Provision  of  meals. — No  figures  are  available  for  the  calendar  year 
1923.  During  the  financial  year — 1st  April,  1923,  to  31st  March, 
1924 — 1,707  children  have  been  supplied  with  135,492  meals.  Meals 
were  provided  five  days  per  week,  with  the  exception  of  Bank  and 
Public  Holidays. 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association. — During 
the  year  cases  of  deformity,  paralysis,  etc.,  were  from  time  to  time 
referred  bo  this  Association,  and  valuable  assistance  was  given — 
massage  and  other  suitable  treatment  being  provided. 


Health  of  school  children. 


105 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  massage  cases  among 
children  of  school  age  dealt  with  by  the  Association  during  the  year: — 


Sent  from 
School 
Clinics 

Other  cases 

Total 

Children  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1922  

30 

20 

50 

New  children  treated  during  the  year  

29 

10 

39 

Children  discharged  during  the  year — Sent  to  hospitals 
or  died  

13 

8 

21 

Children  who  ceased  attending  before  completion  of 
treatment  or  left  the  town  

12 

5 

17 

Children  under  treatment  at  end  of  1923  

34 

17 

51 

The  59  cases  referred  from  the  school  clinics  to  the  Association 
were  as  follows: — 

Disease  No.  of  cases. 


Scoliosis  5 

Spinal  curvature  and  round  shoulders  14 

Spinal  curvature  or  chest  deformity  and  bronchitis 

(chronic)  2 

Chest  deformity  6 

Infantile  paralysis  7 

Bronchitis  (chronic)  2 

Rickets  and  pigeon  chest  15 

Depressed  sternum  2 

Post-pneumonia  1 

Talipes  1 

Stiff  arm  from  accident  1 

I/>ss  of  power  right  arm  1 

Deformity  of  arm  1 

Torticollis  1 


59 


Assistance  has  also  been  given  to  children  of  school 
following  ways: — 


age  in  the 


Sent  from 
School 
Clinics 

other  cases 

Total 

Children  supplied  with  milk 

102 

105 

207 

Children  supplied  with  tonics  

162 

122 

284 

Children  supplied  with  surgical  apparatus 

2 

80 

82 

Children  sent  to  convalescent  and  country  hosjiitals 

42 

32 

74 

In  every  case  the  parents  pay  something  towards  the  cost  of 
treatment. 


I 


106 


Health  of  school  children. 

TABLE  S 1. 


Number  of  Public  Elementary  School  Children  Inspected  1st  January, 
1923,  to  31st  December,  1923. 


A.— Routine  Medical  Inspection.* 


Age 

ENTRANTS 

3 

4 

5 

, 6 

Other  Ages 

Total 

Boys  

2 

120 

745 

162 

35 

1064 

Girls  

107 

739 

189 

58 

1093 

Totals 

2 

227 

1484 

351 

93 

2157 

Age 

Interme- 

diate 

Group 

Leavers 

Other  Ages 

Total 

Grand 

8 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Boys  

1335 

1171 

71 

40 

- 

1282 

3681 

Girls  

1198 

1150 

71 

28 

1249 

3540  1 

■ -m 

Totals  

2533 

2321 

142 

68 

- 

2531 

7221  1 

B. — Special  Inspections. 


Special  Cases  f 

Re-Examinations 
('/'.e..  No.  of  Children 
re-examined) 

Boys  

1428 

1945 

Girls 

1534 

2328 

Totals  

2962 

4273 

C. — Total  Number  of  Individual  Children  Inspected  whether  as 
Routine  or  Special  Cases  (no  Child  being  counted  more  than 
once  in  the  year). 

No.  of  Individual  Children  Inspected  10183 


*Routine  Medical  Inspection  is  medical  inspection  carried  out  on  the  lines  of  the  approved 
Schedule  at  the  time  when  routine  medical  inspection  is  due  and  made  on  the  school  premises  or 
other  place  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Education  under  the  Code. 

t“  Special  Cases  ” are  those  children  specifically  referred  for  medical  examination  and  not  i 
due  for  routine  medical  inspection  under  the  Code  at  the  time  when  specially  referred.  Such  > 
children  may  or  may  not  be  of  Code-group  age  and  may  be  referred  to  the  Assistant  Medical  1 
Officers  at  the  school  or  the  clinic  by  the  Medical  Officer,  Health  Nurses,  Teachers,  Attendance  ' 
Officers,  Parents  or  otherwise, 
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TABLE  S 2. 

Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical  Inspection  and 
refeiTed  for  treatment  in  1923. 

This  table  is,  except  as  regards  the  final  line,  a record  of  defects  and  not  of 
individual  children  who  are  defective.  For  the  sake  of  convenience  cases  of  Squint 
are  recorded  also  under  the  heading  of  Defective  Vision,”  and  cases  of  defect  of 
Nose  and  Throat  are  included  in  one  only  of  the  sub-headings. 


Routine  ; 

[nspections 

i ♦ Specials 

Defects  or  Di.sease 

No.  refer- 
red for 
treatment 

Not  for 
treatment 
but  kept 
^ under  ob- 
servation 

; No.  refer- 
red for 
treatment 

Not  for 
■ treatment 
but  kept 
under  ob- 
servation 

Malnutrition  

7 

U nclcanl incss  . . Head  

— 

— 

— 



Body  

— 

— 

— 



26 



188 

Body 

11 

— 

66 



Scabies  

21 

— 

84 



Impetigo 

16 

— 

428 



Other  diseases  (noii-tubercular)  

19 

— 

145 

1 

8 



59 

Conjunctivitis  

4 

— 

244 



Keratitis 

— 

— 

— 



Corneal  ulcer 

— 

— 

17 



Corneal  opacities  

1 

— 

2 



Defective  vision 

432 

5 

119 



Squint 

49 

— 

38 



Other  conditions  

3 



62 

Ear Defective  hearing  

19 

21 

1 

Otitis  media  

23 



162 

Other  ear  diseases 

9 

— 

21 



Nose  and  Enlarged  tonsils  

140 

— 

43 



Adenoids 

64 

— 

17 



Enhirged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

88 

— 

15 



Other  conditions  

13 

— 

110 



Enlarged  cervical  glands  ( non-tub  ere  ular ) 

3 

— 

7 



Defective  speech 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Teeth  Dental  diseases  

343 

— 

99 



Heart  and  circulation — 

Heart  disease — Organic  

20 

7 

9 

4 

Functional  

49 

10 

IS 

2 

Antemia  

54 

4 

36 

2 

Lungs Bronchitis  

— 

— 

no 



Other  non-tubercular  diseases 

— 

40 

72 

3 

Tuberculosis  ...Pulmonary — Definite  

1 

— 

— 



Suspected... 

12 

1 

7 

— 

Xon-pulmonary — Glands 

4 

1 

5 

— 

Spine  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hip  

— 

— 

— 



Other  bones  and  joints 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Skin 

— 

— 





Other  forms 

3 

— 





Nervous syst‘>n  .E])ile})sy  

1 

— 

3 

2 

Chorea 

4 

— j 

19 



Other  conditions  

— 

— 

19 



Deformities  Rickets  

8 

1 

6 



Spinal  Curvature  

3 

— 

1 



Other  forms  

10 

— 

21 

__ 

Minor  injuries  

— 

— 

97 



Other  defects  and  diseases  

103 

1 

806 

6 

No.  of  individual  children  having  defects  which  required  treatment 4028 

•See  footnote  t in  Table  I. 
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TABLE  S 3. 

Numerical  Eeturn  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area  in  1923. 


Boy.s 

1 Girls 

Total 

- 

_ 

- 

1 3 

2 

5 

~ 

- 

_ 

_ 

r 4 

5 

9 

— 

- 

- 

. 91 

44 

135 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

i 1 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

4 

6 

9 

15 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

7 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

12 

9 

21 

- 

1 

1 

4 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

] 

5 

6 

- 

1 

1 

3 

5 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Blind  (including  partially  blind) 
Avitliin  the  meaning  of  the 
Education  (Blind  and  Deaf 
Children)  Act,  1921 


Deaf  and  dumb  (including  partially 
deaf)  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Education  (Blind  and  Deaf 
Children)  Act  1921 


Attending  public  elementary  schools  .. 
\ ttending  certified  schools  for  the  blim 
Not  at  school 


Attending  public  elementary  schools.. 
Attending  certified  sch-ools  for  the  dea 
Not  at  school 


Mentadln 

deficient 


Feeble  minded 


Imbeciles 


Idiots 


Epileptics 


Physically 

defective 


Pulmonary 

tuberculosis 


Cripjiling  due  to 
tuberculosis 


Crippling  due  to  causes 
other  than  tubercu- 
losis, i.e.,  paralysis, 
rickets,  traumatism 


Other  })hysical  defects, 
e.g.,  delicate  & other 
children  suitable  for 
admission  to  open- 
air  schools  I" ; children 
suffering  from  severe 
heart  disease 


+ Dull  or  backward 


Attending  public  elementary  schools. 
Attending  certified  schools  for  men  tall 
defective  children  


the  year  .... 
Not  at  school. 


At  school 

N(jt  at  school. 


Attending  public  elementary  schools 


In  institutions 

schools 

Not  at  school  .. 


other  than  certified 


Attending  public  elementary  schools.. 
Attending  certified  schools  for  physi- 
cally defective  children  

In  institutions  othoi’  than  certified 

schools 

Not  at  school 


Attending  public  elementary  schools.. 
Attending  certified  schools  for  physi- 

call}^  defective  children  

In  institutions  other  than  certified 

schools 

Not  at  school 


Attending  public  elementary  schools.. 
Attending  certified  schools  for  physi- 
cally defect!  A^e  children 

In  institutions  other  than  certified 

schools 

Not  at  school •• .. 


Attending  public  elementary  schools  . 

Attending  open-air  schools  

Attending  certified  schools  for  physi- 
cally defective  chilldren  other  than 

open-air  schools 

Not  at  school 


Retarded  2 years 
Retai'ded  3 years 


to  age  and  standard, 
it  has  been  decided 


* Judged  accordin: 
this  category  unless 
mentally  defective. 

tNo'  detailed  list  has  yet  been  prepared 


No  case  retarded  more  than  3 years  is  included  in 
after  medical  examination  that  the  child  is  not 
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TABLE  S 4 . 


Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1923. 


A. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


Disea.se  or  defect 

Number  of  children 

Referred  for 
treatment 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
scheme 

Treated 

Otherwise 

Total 

Skin — Ringworm— head  

. 214 

169 

4 

173 

body  

77 

66 

2 

68 

Scabies  

105 

74 

6 

80 

Impetigo 

444 

407 

3 

410 

Minor  injuries  

97 

91 

1 

92 

Other  skin  diseases  

164 

104 

12 

116 

Ear  disease 

255 

169 

5 

174 

Eye  disease  (external  and  other)... 

400 

361 

13 

374 

Miscellaneous 

910 

675 

32 

707 

B. — Treatment  of  Visual  Defect. 


Number  of  children 


Referred  for  refrac- 
tion 

Submitted  to  refraction 

For  whom  glasses  were 
prescribed 

For  whom  glasses  were 
provided 

Recommended  for 
treatment  other  than 
by  glasses 

Received  other  forms 
of  treatment 

For  whom  no  ti’eat- 
ment  was  considered 
necessary 

Under  Local  Edu- 
cation Authority’s 
scheme— Clinic  or 
hospital 

By  private  practi- 
tioner or  hospital 

otherwise 

Total 

638 

458 

75 

533 

505 

457 

28 

Re-exams. 

394 

— 

— 

394 

239 

205 

— 

— 



Total 

852 

75 

— 

927 

744 

662 

— 

— 

28 

C. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  children 


Referred  for  trejvtment 

Received  operative  treatment 

Received 
other  forms  of 
treatment 

Under  Local  Edu- 
cation Authority’s 
scheme— 
Clinic  or  hospital 

By  private 
practitioner 
or  hospital 

Total 

490 

— 

65 

65 

79 

110 
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D. — Treatment  of  Dental  Defects. 


1,  Number  of  Children  dealt  with. 


Age  groups 

‘ Specials  ’ 

Total 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

(a)  Inspected  by  dentist 

— 

— 

1353 

•2260 

169 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3782 

(&)  Referred  by  dentist 
for  treatment  

— - 

— 

904 

1564 

99 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2567 

(c)  Actually  treated  ... 

— 

— 

497 

861 

46 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1404t 

((Z)*Re-treated  (result  of 
periodical  examina- 
tion)   

323 

+ It  IS  uiulerstood  that  cases  under  this  head  are  also  included  under  (c)  above, 
t These  included  cases  referred  for  treatment  in  1922,  but  not  treated  before  the  end  of  that  year. 


Note. — This  table  records  only  treatment  work  carried  out  at  the  Dental  Clinic 
and  arising  out  of  routine  dental  inspection. 


2.  Particulars  of  Time  given  and  of  Operations  undertaken. 


No.  of 
half  days 
devoted 
to  in- 
spection 

No.  of 
half  days 
devoted 
to  treat- 
ment 

Total  No. 

of  at- 
tendances 
made 
by  the 
children 
at  the 
Clinic 

No.  of  per- 
manent teeth 

No.  of  tem- 
porary teeth 

Total 
No.  of 
fillings 

No.  of 
adminis- 
trations 
of  general 
anaesthe- 
tics inclu- 
ded in  (4) 
and  i6) 

No.  of  other 
operations* 
(dressings) 

Ex- 

tracted 

Filled 

Ex- 

tracted 

Filled 

Per- 

manent 

teeth 

Tem- 

porary 

teeth 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

2037 

(') 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(ID 

51 

286 

40 

1044 

,2379 

391 

1435 

— 

454 

304 

*In  addition  1056  scalings  were  done. 


E. — Treatment  of  Uncleanliness. 

Average  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  by  the  Health 

Nurses  to  each  school  16.6 

Total  number  of  examinations  made  of  children  by  Health  Nurses 
in  the  year  in  the  schools  23476 

Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  7565 

Number  of  children  compulsorily  cleansed  — 

Legal  proceedings  taken  under  the  Children  Act,  1908,  or  the  School 
Attendance  Bye-laws  — 


F. — Treatment  of  all  other  Defects. 


Number  of  cases  referred  for  treatment  508 

Number  of  cases  treated  up  to  31st  December,  1923  258 


Health  of  school  children.  Ill 

TABLE  S 5 

Summary  of  Treatment  of  Defects  as  shown  in  Table  S 4. 


Disease  or  defect 

Number  of  children 

Referred  for 

treatment 

Treated 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
scheme 

Othei-v'ise 

Total 

Minor  ailments 

2666 

2116 

78 

2194 

Visual  defects 

638 

458 

75 

533 

Defects  of  nose  and  throat  

490 

23 

121 

144 

Dental  defects  

2567 

1404 

* 

1404 

Other  defects 

508 

118 

140 

258 

Total  

6869 

4119 

414 

4533 

•Number  not  ascertained;  no  provision  made  for  “following  up”  dental  inspection  cases 
where  parent  promises  to  obtain  private  treatment. 


TABLE  S 6. 

Summary  relating  to  Public  Elementary  School  Children  Medically 
Inspected  at  the  Routine  Inspections  during  the  year  1923. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  at  the  routine 

inspections*  7221 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from — 

Malnutrition  7 

Skin  disease  85 

Defective  vision  (including  squint)  486 

Eye  disease  16 

Defective  hearing  19 

Ear  disease  32 

Nose  and  throat  disease  308 

Enlarged  cervical  glands  (non-tubercular)  3 

Deiective  speech  2 

Dental  disease  343 

flleart  disease — Organic  24 

Functional  13 

Antemia  53 

Lung  disease  (non-tubercular)  94 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  definite  1 

suspected  13 

Non-pulmonary  8 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  5 

Deformities  22 

Other  defects  and  diseases 104 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects  (other  than 

uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  footgear)  who  require  to 
be  kept  under  observation  (but  not  referred  for  treatment)  ...  76 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for  treatment 

(excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.)  1428 


(5)  The  number  of  children  in  (4)  who  received  treatment  for  one  or 

more  defects  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.)  759 


•“  Specials  ” are  not  included  in  this  Table. 

♦The  majority  of  these  cases  were  selected  as  requiring  to  be  Kept  under  observation. 
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TABLE  S 7. 


Past  Infectious  Diseases  (Elementary  School  Children). 


(1)  Children  aged  3 — 7 

No  Infectious  Disease  .... 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  

(2)  Children  aged  8—14 

No  Infectious  Disease  .... 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  


No.  of 

Cases.  Percentage. 


606 

28.2 

1208 

56.2 

879 

40.0 

80 

3.7 

27 

1.2 

542 

25.2 

175 

8.1 

No.  of 

Cases.  Percentage. 

441 

8.7 

4407 

86.9 

2915 

57.5 

440 

8.7 

162 

3.2 

2066 

40.7 

1148 

22.6 

Note. — The  same  child  may  have  had  more  than  one  of  these  diseases. 


TABLE  S 8. 

Defects  dealt  with  at  the  iNIinor  Ailments  Clinic  month  hy  month. 
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The  number  of  defects  found  is  in  excess  of  the  lumiber  of  defective  children,  as  one  child  may  have  several  dthects. 
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Birkenhead  Corporation  Ad,  192o. 


BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1923. 


Tn  R,  Bill  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  Corporation  during  the 
past  year  a number  of  matters  of  Public  Health  importance  were 
inserted. 

New  powers  are  conferred  by  the  Act  (which  received  the  Eoyal 
Assent  cn  31st  July,  1923)  in  connection  with 

{a)  places  used  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  fresh,  chilled,  frozen, 
or  salted  meat,  and  for  the  preparation  of  cooked  food. 

(6)  fried  hsh  shops. 

(e)  .the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

(d)  street  vendors  of  food. 

(e)  the  punishment  of  the  original  vendors  of  unsound  food. 

(/)  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  (with  or  without  consent). 

(g)  the  ventilation  and  lighting  of  stables. 

(h)  the  introduction  of  rats  into  the  Borough. 

(i)  houses  connected  with  a single  private  drain. 

{k)  the  notification  by  parents  of  infectious  disease  to  head  teachers 
of  schools  and  superintendents  of  Sunday  schools. 

(1)  the  prevention  of  children  suffering  frorj  infectious  disease, 
or  excluded  from  school  because  of  the  existence  of  infectious 
disease,  from  attending  Sunday  schools  or  places  of  public 
entertainment  or  assembly. 

(???)  the  compulsory  closing  of  Sunday  schools  with  a view  to 
preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 

(??)  the  compulsory  medical  examination  of  inmates  of  common 
lodging  houses  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease. 


